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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JosErH HOLLELY, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
usefnl Improvements in Clasps for Shoes and
Wearing- Apparel, whereof the following is a
specification, reference being had to the draw-
1ngs hereto annexed. |

My invention consists in a base-plate hav-
Ing two longitudinal inecisions, the middle por-
tion betweenthe incisions being swaged down-
ward, while the marginal portions outside of
the incisions are transversely indented to re-
ceive and bold the pivot of a lever whieh has
an eccentric or cam -shaped head provided
with pivots fitted to said indentations, and
held therein by the spring action of the cen-

- tral and marginal portions between which the
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head 1s clasped, and in thecombination of the
base-plate and lever thus constructed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the base-plate. Fig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of the lever. Fig. 3 shows the en-
tire clasp as seen from the top. Tig. 41isa sec-
tional view taken lengthwise of Fig. 8.

The entire claspis composed of a base-plate,

A, and a lever or hook, B, for one part, and
a slotted eye-plate, C, for the other part. The
lever 1s suitably pivoted to the base - plate,
and the plate C has one or more cross-siots «
a, for engagenent with the lever in use. The
base - plate has two longitudinal, preferably
parallel, incisions, ), leaving both ends whole,
and the middle portion between them isswaged
downward, while the margins or sides outside
of the incisions are struck upward in the forni
of transverse indentations d d,in the under
side, of sufficient depth to receive and retain
pivots ¢ ¢ of the lever. The head of the lever
18 eccentric or cam -shaped, and the central
portion of the base-plate bears upward on the
extremity of the cam, tending to force the le-
ver toward the indentations or pivot-bearings
d d, so that the lever is thus held elastically
between the central and the marginal por-

tions of the base-plate, the center and side por-

tions pressing toward each other, causing the
pivots to be retained in thesaid indentations,

whereby any hinging of the lever to the base- |

| plate is dispensed with. At the same time the

elasticity of the said parts or divisions of the
base-plate holds the lever foreibly elosed when
the latter i1s engaged withthe eye-plate . In
this manner all three divisions of the base-
plate act as springs in connection with the le-
ver, and such springs, made as described, with
both ends in one with the base-plate, are much
sironger and more durable and may be made
of lighter material than when made in sepa-
rate pieces, or than if made with one end only
of such springs integral with the said plate A
and the other ends disconnected and free. For
making a base-plate in three divisions and so
forming three springs by means of the two
incisions made midway between the ends, the
central portionshould beabouttwice the width

- of the side or marginal divisions.

The device 1s susceptible of considerable
variation in form within the scope of my in-
vention.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a clasp, the base-plate A, having two

- 1ncisions made lengthwise therein, so as to

form three spring portions connected together
at thelr opposite ends, substantially as and
with the result set forth.

2. In a clasp, the base-plate having two in-
cisions formed lengthwise therein, making
three divisions or springs, all connected at
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thelir opposite ends, and the central one of 8o

which 1s swaged downward, while the side
portions are struck upward and transversely
indented at their mid-length to provide pivot-
bearings for the lever, as specified. '

3. The combination, with the base - plate
having three divisions or springs connected
at opposite ends, of a lever whose pivots are
held in indentations in the outer divisions by
pressure of the sald springs, the outer por-
tions acting downward npon the pivots and
the central portionacting npward on the head
of the lever, whereby the lever is elastically
maintained in position, substantially as and

tfor the purpose described.

JOSEPH HOLLELY.
Witnesses:
CHAS. T. DEFOREST,
EARLE H. SMITH.
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