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To all whom it may concermn: |

Be it known that I, HENRY SEGER, of the
city, county, and State of New York, havein-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Composing-Sticks, of which the following
is a specificavion.

This invention has reference to certain im-
provements in composing-sticks, whereby the
type-retaining head-piece and knee-piece can

always be kept at a proper distance from each -

other, even when the latter is worn by long
use, and in which the knee-piece is quickly
and reliably secured to the frame of the com-
posing-stick; and the invention consists of a
composing-stick in which the movable knee-
piece is provided with a steel face that 1S
hinged to the corner of the knee, and adjusted
at the other end by a set-screw into a position
parallel to the fixed head-piece.

The invention consists, secondly, of the com-
bination, with the angular frame of the com-
posing-stick and the movable knee-piece, of
a U-shaped clamp that extends around the
knee-piece and the side flange of the angular
frame, a cam-lever fulcrumed to said clamp,
and a spring that is interposed between the
cam-lever and knee-picce, so as to clamp the
knee-piece to the frame or release 1t there-
from to admit its adjustment on the frame.

In the accompanying drawings, IFigure 1
represents a side elevation of my improved
composing-stick. Fig. 2 is also a side eleva-
tion, partly in section; Fig. 3, an end eleva-
tion with a portion broken away; and Kig. 4
is a horizontal section on line # #, Fig. 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding paris. ,

A in the drawings represents the angular
frame of my improved ecomposing-stick. This
frame is made of sheet-iron of suitable thick-
ness, and provided at one end with a fixed
steel head-piece, B. |

The movable knee-piece C of the compos-
ing-stick is guided along the side flange of
the frame A, and provided with a steel face,

(/, which is hinged at a to the corner of the
knee-piece, and adjusted at the outer end by
a set-screw, b, that bears by a shoulder, b, on
the under side of the steel face ', so as to raise
the same by the adjusting-screw, while the
thinner end of the screw passes through a hole

of the steel face and engages the same by a
slichtly-enlarged head, as shown in Fig. 2, 80
as to move the steel face back toward the knee-
piece C. By this arrangement the steel face
¢/ may be set into a position parallel to the
head-piece B, even when worn by use, S0 that
the head-piece and knee-plece C are always
at the proper distance from each other as re-
quired for the columns to be set up. In this
manner the composing-stick can be used for
a greater length of time, as the wear at the
outer end of the knee-piece can be compen-
sated in an accurate and effective manner.

The lower arm of the knee-piece C is re-
tained on the angular frame A by a U-shaped
clamp, D, which extends around the side flange
and bottom of the frame A, as shown in Fig.
4, and which is provided at 1ts inner side with
an extension, I)', to which is fulerumed a cam-
lever, E. The eccentric portion of the cam-
lever E passes through a slot, d, ot the clamp
D, and bears upon a curved band-spring, d
which acts in the nature of a washer, said
band-spring d’ being located 1In a recess, d’, of
the longer leg of the knee-piece C.

Whenthe cam-lever Eisturned up, as shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 2, the cam-lever 1s re-
leased from the spring and moved into such a
position that it will clear the knee-piece C.
By swinging the lever E . downward the cam
ismoved inwardly, soas tocompress the spring
and exert a rigid clamping action upon the
movable knee-piece, clasp, and frame, retain-
ing thereby the knee-piece rigidly in position
on the frame. As the lever 1s swung some-
what beyond a line drawn through the center
of the fulerum parallel to the side flange of the
supporting-frame, it locks the knee-piece rig-

idly to the frame until the cam is released from

the knee-piece. |
The cam-lever E iseasily operated,and forms
with the clamp D a very reliable and durable
device for locking the knee-piece to the frame
of the composing-stick.
Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

55

HO

70

73

30

95

1. The combination, in a composing-stick,

of a supporting-frame having a fixed head-
piece with amovable knee-plece provided with
an adjustable steel face, substantially as set
forth.
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having a fixed head-piece, with a movable | the clamping-lever and the leg of the mova-
knee-piece having a steel face hinged to the | ble knee-piece, substantially as set forth.
corner of the knee-piece, and provided at the - In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 1 5
5 other end with a set-screw that engages the | my invention I have signed my name in pres- -
- Steel face, substantially as set forth. |} ence of two subscribing witnesses.
3. The combination of the supportine-frame | | J— N
having a fixed head-piece, a ln}ovablg knee- ~ HENRY SEGER.

2. The combination of the supporting-frame, I and a spring interposed between the eam of

~ Dplece, a flanged U-shaped clamp extending | Witnesses:
10 around the knee-piece and the side flange of |  PAUL GOEPEL,
the frame, a cam-lever fulerumed to the clamp, | SIDNEY MANN.
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