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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY C.CLOYD, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Union
City, in the county of Randolph and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Flooring - Jacks, of which
the following 18 a spemﬁcatmn reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to flooring-jacks; and

its object 1s to force together tongued and .

grooved boards,whether for flooring or siding
or other structure where such boards are used.
The usual mode of forcingsuch boards togeth-
er to make a close joint is by hammering.
This instrument is designed, as near as possi-
ble, to dispense with the old method and to
bring the parts together by pressure.

In the accompanying drawings,making part
of this specification, Figure 1 represents a per-
spective view showing the instrument and a
portion of joist and flooring. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a bottom view, partly in section. Fig, 3
represents a side view of several, of the parts
1n section.

In the figures, A represents a templet or
bar, which is grooved upon one side to em-
brace the tongue of the board to besecured in
place. Upon the opposite side of this bar
from the groove is an enlargement, a, and an
arm, b.

I* represents a clamp with two depending
arms sufficiently wide apart to embrace an
ordinary building-joist. T'he arms, as well as
the feet ¢ 7+ on their ends, are set at an angle
to each other, so that when the clamp is caused
to straddle a joist a pressure upon one side of
it will cause it to bind or bite upon said joist,
for the purpose of holding it rigidly in one
place during the operation of the imstrument.

Formed upon one armm of the clamp 1s an

arm, e, which has on its outer end a tapering |

| axle, ¢

its outer end an axle or journal, g. Crepre-
sents a lever through which the journals or
axles ¢ and g pass. The bearings are made
larger than the journals, so that when said
journals are keyed therein they will have am-
ple play. -

In using this instrument the clamp F is
placed upon one of the joists after the first board
has been secured 1n position,sothatthe groove
z of the templet will fit over the tongue of the
board to be placed next. By the use of the
lever C the board is then pressed infto posi-
tion, if possible, at the first movement. If not
pressed up to place, 1t 1s tapped up by striking
upon the enlargement «.
essary, as the bite of the clamp upon the joist

i will give the lever a firm bearing for its work.

" The clamp can be readily shifted from one

joist to another, as the nature of the case may
demand.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, ‘and desne to secuare by
Letters Patent, 18—

A flooring-clamp consisting of a clamping-
frame with downwxudlv 1)10]6(31311] arms pro-
vided with biting-feet, ‘and havmﬂ on one of
the said arms an arm with a tapering axle
thereon, a grooved bar or templet having an
arm with a tapering axle thereon, and a lever
fulerumed on the axle on the frame and piv-
otally connected to the templet by means of
the axle on the arm thereof, substantially as
specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signatare in
presence of two witnesses.

HENRY C. CLOYD.

VWitnesses:
LLI ROE,
L. D. LAMBERT.
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