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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, JoEN MAXWELL, of
Onelda, in the county of Madison, in the State
of New York, have invented new and useful

5 Improvements in Buarial-Caskets, of which the
following, taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawings,is a full,clear,and exact
description. | -

This invention consists in a novel construc-

10 tion of a metallic burial-easket at the junec-
tion of the lid with the casket, whereby the
sald parts are thoroughly stiffened and fitted
alr-tight to each other; and the invention
also consists in novel devices for clamping the

15 lid on the casket, all as hereinafter fully de-
scribed,and specifically set forth in the elaims.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1is a ver-
tical transverse section of the upper portion
of one side of a burial-casket embodying my

20 improvements. Fig. Il 1s a side view of the
same. Fig, IIl is a top plan view. Fig. IV
18 a detached side view of the lid-fastener, and
Figs. V and VI are respectively transverse
sectional and side views of modifications of

25 mYy invention.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

C represents the side of a -burial - casket
formed of sheet metal. The sides and ends

30 of sald casket I stiffen by bars «,of rectangular
torm In eross-section, placed flatwise horizon-

| tically-sustained axis.

portion of the bars «, 80 as to bring said pack-
ing strip or seat of the lid nearly or quite di-
rectly over the top of the side and end walls 553
of the casket, and thus properly support the
lid. The bar A is narrower than and reaches
only part way the width of the outward pro-
jection of the bars a, for the purpose herein-
after explained. | 6o

The lid L,,I clamp on the casket by lugs or
posts rising from the outward projection of
the top of the casket-body at the outside of
the marginal portion of the lid, and having
arms projecting over the latter, and wedges, 65
cams, eccentrics, or other equivalent clamp-
ing devices introduced between the arms of
the posts and underlying portion of the lid,
whereby the stiffening bar & becomes properly
embedded in the packing-strip f,soasto render 5o
the joint between the lid and casket perfectly
alr-tight.

The aforesaid lid-fastening devices admit of
several modifications, two forms of which are
1llustrated in the annexed drawings. 75

The device shown in Figs. I, 11, 111, and
IV consists of a vertical pintle, b, of the form-
of a screw, entering a screw-threaded hole in
the outward projecting portion of the bars a.
This screw 1s loosely embraced by a ferrule or 8o
sleeve, ¢, which constitutes a lug rising from
the top-of the casket, and pivoted on a ver-
On a pintle, d, pro-

tally, and secured to the aforesaid plates by | jecting horizontally from the side of the sleeve

folding the upper portions thereof around the

bars «, as illustrated in Fig. I of the draw-

35 ings. These stiffening-bars are of a width to

formy outward projections on the top of the

sides and ends of the casket for the purpose
hereinafter presently explained.

Upon the top of the inner portion of the

40 bars « is seated the lid L, which I also stiffen

by a metal bar, &, secured to the marginal por-
tion of the lid by folding the latter around

- the said bar in such a manner as to form an
outward projection around the base of the

45 lid. This bar I prefer to make V shape or of
triangular form in cross-section, and with the
V-shaped edge facing the top of the bars a, so

as to permit the edge of the bar & to better

- embed 1itself in a rubber or other suitable
50 packing strip, f, which I interpose between
the bars A and a, and cement onto or other-
wise properly secure it to the top of the inner

¢, 18 pivoted a cam or eccentrie, ¢, provided 8j5
with asuitable handle or thumb-piece by which
to manipulate it. By turning the sleeve c
about its axis the aforesaid cam or eccentric
can be swung either outward,as represented by
dotted lines in Fig. I of the drawings, oriin- go
ward, as shown by full lines in said figure. |

The outward portion of the cam or eccen-
tric permits of placing the lid in proper posi-
tion upon the packing-strip f of the casket,
and the inward position of the cam or eccen- g5
tric brings it directly over the marginal por-
tion or stiffening-bar of thelid L, and by tarn-
ing the sald cam or eccentric on its horizontal
ax1s 1t is made to impinge the underlying
marginal portion or stiffening-bar of the lid 100
and press the lower edge of the same into the
packing-strip f.

The aforesaid is my preferred arrangement
of the lid-fastener in relationto the casket and
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- lid; but I do not limit myself to such arrange-
ment of parts, inasmuch as a rigid lug or post,
¢, may be secured to the outward projecting

portion of the bar ¢ and made to reach over-

the top of the marginal portion of the lid, as

wn

represented in Figs. V.and VI of the drawings. -

In this case the cam or eccentric e is pivoted
on the side of the ferrule or sleeve e, which

loosely embraces a vertical pintle attached to
o the stiffening-bar A of the 1id L.

The object of securing the lid-fastener to the
~outward projecting portion of the bars a, and
at the outside of the outer edge of the margin

of the lid, is to retain thelid-fasteners on the

15 casket -after the lid is removed and to have
said fasteners convenient of access when to be
used for securing the lid to the casket. Said
described arrangement of the lid - fasteners
also obviates perforating either the sides or

20 lid of the case for the attachment of the afore-

~ said fasteners, thus leaving the sides and lid

of the casket intact and perfectly air-tight. |

My invention may be employed either as a
metallic Iining for the inside of a wooden
25 casket or it may be made of sufficiently thick

metal to render it self-sustaining and to econ-

- stitute the casket proper. . .
Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
30 - Patent, 15—

1. The combination of the casket-body pro-

‘vided at the top of its side and end walls with
outward projections, the lid seated on the
casket directly over the walls thereof and

'35 having around its base outward projections

reaching part way the width of the projection
of the casket-body, posts rising from the pro-
jections of the casket at the outside of the mar-
gin of the lid and having arms projecting over.
40 the same, and cams or their described equiva-
lents interposed between said arms and mar-
ginal portion of vhe lid, substantially as set
forth, - |

2. In combination with the casket-bodyand
1ts lid, an outward projection around the top 45

of said body, a packing-strip on the latter, a

bar secured to the base of the lid and having -

a V-shaped longitudinal bottom edge resting
on the packing-strip, posts on the outward
projection of the casket-body, arms on said 50

posts, and cams or their described equivalents

on the arms engaging the top of the bar on the

+*

shown. |

base of the lid, snbstantially as set forth and s

the bar a, secured to the top thereof and pro-
Jecting outward therefrom, the pintle b, se-
cured vertically
the bar @, the sleeve ¢, embracing loosely the

said pintle, the pintle d, projecting horizon- 60

tally from the said sleeve, and the cam or ec-

centric ¢, pivoted on the pintle d and adapted

to impinge the marginal portion of the lid,
substantially as deseribed and shown.

4. The combination, with the casket and its 65
lid, of the stiffening-bars a,attached toand pro- -

jecting outward from the top edge of the cas-
ket, the packing-strip f overthe inner portion
ofthe bars a, the stiffening-bars A,of triangular .

form in cross-section, attached to the marginal 70"

portion of the lid with the V-shaped edge
downward and seated on the packing-strip, .
the vertical pintles b, attached to the outward -

‘projecting portionsof thestiffening-bars a, the
sleeves ¢ ¢, loosely embracing said pintles, and 75

the cams or eccentrics ¢ ¢, pivoted on said
sleeve, substantially as desceribed and shown.

Intestimony whereofI havehereunto signed
my name and affixed my seal, in the presence

of two attesting witnesses, at Syracuse, in the "

county ot Onondaga, in the State of New York,

this 14th day of December, 1885. -

| | JOHN MAXWELL. [L.s.] .
Witnesses: | -

FREDERICK H. GIBBS,

C. H. DUELL.

3. The combination, with the casket C, of g5

on the projecting portion of
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