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To all whomv it may concern:

Be it known that I, IRA H. BRADSHAW, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of San Irancisco, State of

5 California, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Car-Couplings; and 1 do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, refer-
ence being had to the drawingsthat forma part

10 of this specification.
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30 knuckle, ', pierced for a pivot-pin, d, and a

My invention relates to improvements 1n
link-and-pin couplings for railway-cars.

It consists in an improved pin-holding de-
vice adapted to be operated by the thrust of
the link, and constructed and combined with
the draw-head for operation substantially as
hereinafter described and pointed out.

Referringe to the accompanying drawings by
ficures and letters, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
I'ig. 2 18 sectional
view showing the coupling-pin held up by the
jatch in position for action. Iig. 3shows the
lateh tripped by the link of the opposite coup-
ling,

The draw-head A requires an opening, d,
through the bottom, in addition to the usual
hole for the pin, and in the top of the link-
chamber A arecess, . The pin-holder 18 a
oravitating latch, B, of bow shape, with a

short arm, B* depending from this knuckle
part.

arm brings the center of gravity below the
center of oscillation,which is the pivotd. The
35 beak B’ of the lateh is carried forward with
sufficient prolongation beyond the center d to
bring the point b* directly under the pin-hole
in the top of the draw-head, and this exftrem-
ity of the beak B’ is depressed or.flattened to

A weight, D, fixed to the end of the |

F

furnish a suitable rest forthe endof the coup-
ling-pin C. At the front part of the recess b
a shoulder, ¢, in the body of the draw-head
forms a stop for the end of the beak, and the

Jateh 1s so set within the draw-head chamber

that when the beak i1s thrown forward by the
action of the weighted armn below, the de-
pressed end comes against this stop, and 1n
such position its surface is dirvectly under the
pin and insubstantially horizontal position to
form a good resy for the pin. In such posi-
tion, also, the lower face of the end 1s about
Hush with the top of the link-chamber at
the front, and the carved portion of the beak
1s brought back of the pivot.
and their operationare clearly shown in Iigs,.
2 and 3. The first view shows the latch set
and the coupling - pin in position, and the
other view illnstrates the mannerin which the
latch is tripped by-the thrust of the link held
in the opposite draw - head as the cars are
brought together to be coupled.

Having thus fully described my 1nvention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The combination,with a draw-head, A, hav-
ing slot ¢ and link-chamber A*, recessed at b,
of the coupling-pin holder consisting of the
bow - shaped gravitating laleh B, provided
with knuckle ¢/, short arm B weight D, and
beak B3, formed with a depressed extremity,
b, said pin-holder being pivoted 1n the slot «,
substantially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand and seal.

IRA H. BRADSHAYW. |[L.s.]

Witnesses: | .

JOSEPH LI, FORD,
K. K. OSBORN.
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