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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, PAUL J. ScHLICHT, of
Rochester, in the State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements

1n Filing-Cabinets; and I do hereby declare

that the following is a fall, clear, and exact
description thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification. | |

The objeet of this invention is to provide
an improved construection in filing cabinets or
cases for letters or papers adapted to receive a
number of filing-receptacles or files; and it
consists in the matters hereinafter described,
and pointed out in the claims.

The invention is herein illustrated in con-
nection with that class of files having a flat
base-board, which is provided with two ver-
tical wires secured in the said base-board near
one end thereof, and with two arched and

movable transfer-wires arranged end to end

with the vertical wires, so as to form there-
with two equal arches in parallel planes, and
in which the arched wires are so coustructed
that the curved or arched portions may be
Swung away from the vertical wires to open
the arches and admit the papers, as herein-
after more particularly described.:

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a temporary file con-
structed in accordance with my invention as
1t appears when removed from the ecabinet
with which it is used. TFig. 2 isa perspective
view of a cabinet for holding six files, show-
ing one of the latter removed from its place,
and another partly drawn out. Fig. 3is a de-
tail seetion illustrating a form of cabinet hav-

ings stops upon the side walls of the file-com-

partments thereof for holding the file when
drawn partially out.

AS shown in the drawings, A is a cabinet
or filing-case, which is divided by suitable
horizontaland vertical strips or partitions,« «/,
into a series of compartments, each of which
1s adapted fo receive a file, (indicated in the
drawings by B,) the eabinet shown being pro-
vided with six of such compartments. The
said tile B consists of a base-board, C, made
of approximately the same width as the com-

partments of the cabinet, so that it may freely
enter the latter, and provided at its end
that is toward the back of the cabinet when
the file is inserted with suitable paper-hold-
ing devices, and at its opposite or front end
with a vertical board, D, attached to the
front edge of said base-board at right angles
thereto, and adapted to close the outer end of
opening of the compartment when the file is
inserted to its full depth, the purpose of said
board being to exclude dust from the compart-

ment, and to give a neat and finished appear

ance to the front of the cabinet when the files
are 1n place therein. The boards D are desir-
ably provided with knobs or handles d, to be
grasped by the hand in drawing the files from
the receptacles, and said boards may be pro-
vided also with suitable frames or receptacles,
d, for cards indicating the contents of the files.

The paper-holding device illustrated in con-
nection with the file shown in Figs. 1 and 2
comprises two verfical parallel receiving-

wires, B E, which are rigidly secured in the

base A, and two rigid transfer-wires, I' F¥, lo-
cated back of the wires B E, and rotatably
mounted in a base-plate, G, attached to the

base-board (. The upper portions of the

transter-wires ' F are bent or arched, as
shown, so that the ends of the said arched
portions meet the ends of the wires I, and the
wires IX and I together form two equal arches
in parallel planes adapted to Le opened and
closed by a rotary motion of the vertical parts
of the wires I' in the base-plate G, by which
movement the sald wires F' may be swung lat-
erally away from or toward the wires . The
ends of the wires It are preferably construeted
to swing ontward away from the receiving-
wires B, means being provided for connect-
ing the said files I* within the base-plate G,
which are so construected that when one arched

wire 1s turned the other will also be turned in.

the opposite direction. |

The wires arranged as described operate in
a well-known manner to enable a portion of
the papers held upon the file to be thrown
backwardly from the wires E to the transfer-

wires I, so that the latter wires may be rotated

to open the arches, and additional papers in-
serted between those upon the file or a portion
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of the papers Iemoved from the file at anjr | By the use of said gmde pleces I the ﬁle may -

place desired.

Other means than the particular holding

devices herein illustrated and before described

may obviously be used for securing the papers

to the base-board C with advantageousresults;
but the said holding devices are preferred in

- practice for several reasons.

10

An advantage exists 1n the use of two re-

ceiving-wires, as E E, for holding the papers,
either when said holding-wires are used in
connection with the arched transferring-wires
herein shown or without said transferring-

- wires, for the reason that the papers are held
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by such receiving - wires centrally upon the
board, so that they are not liable to become
disarranged, and to thereby project beyond
the edges of the board, so as to encounter the

sides of the compaltment% when inserting the

files therein.
‘When the vertical receiving-wires are used

without the transferring-wires, as above men-
tioned, transfer-tubes or other similar well-

known devices may be used in removing a
portion of the papers from the said wires and
replacing them thereon when it is desired to

remove a paper from, or insert onein, the pa-

. pers upon the file,

,30

In the use of my device, when constructed
with arched transferring-wires, as herein
shown, the file is usually withdrawn entirely

. from the cabinet and placed upon a flat sur-

face, so that a portion of the papers there-
on may be thrown backwardly upon the re-

35 -ceiving-wires in a well-known manner when

40

taking a paper from or placing one on the
file. W"hen, however, it 1s desired to only in-
spect a paper or letter upon the file, thelatter
may be drawn outwardly, as shown in Fig. 2,
and supported at its front end with one hand,
with its rear end resting upon the horizontal
cross-plece «, dividing the compartments, and
the papers may be conveniently manipulated

- with the other hand.
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- In examining the papers upon the filein the

manner last above described, said file will usu-

ally be drawn out farther than is shown in
. Fig. 2

, and the papers above the one that it is
desired to inspect are thrown backwardly up-

on the arched part of the transferring-wires
and allowed to rest against the front of the

~ eabinet.

55

In ¥ig. 3 the side walls of the compartment's'

are shown as provided with L-shaped bent
metal gunides or stop-pieces I, located near the
front face of the cabinet and adapted to rest

against the upper surface of the side margin

- of the base-board C when the latter is inserted

60

within the compartment. The said stop ob-
viously serves to sustain the files in an ap-
proximately horizontal position when the lat-
ter 1s drawn nearly out of the compartment,
the stop in such case resting against the up-
per surface of the base-board at or near its

-rear edge, and operating, in connection with

obviously bé drawn out and its contents ex-
amined Wlthoutremovmg the fileentirely from
‘the cabinet, and in case a construction of the
“holding devicein which transfer-tubes.or other -
_devices are used instead of the arched wires

shown in Figs. 1 and 2 the papers may be

placed upon and removed from the file when -

held by the said stop in the manner above de-

seribed.

Horizontal strips secared upon the side of

‘the compartments, as indicated by dotted
lines at I’ in Fig. 3, will obviously serve the

same purpose as the metal stop I, above de-
scribed, and the said stop, or the strlp, when
the latter is used, may be located at one or
both sides of the compartments
such stops or strips in each compartment is

found to be sufficient to properly support the

file. In all cases the stop or strip is located
at a sufficient distance inwardly from the front
of the cabinet to permit the board D to enter

the compartment a desired distance, as 18

clearly shown in the lower part of Flg 3.

~ In the use of the stop or strip the bracket
H at the side of the base-board adjacent to
the said stop or strip may be absent; or, when

sald bracket is present, it may be set in from
the edge of the board a sufficient distance to

prevent its contact with the said stop or strip
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One only of - -
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when the file is thrust inward, such position
of the bracket being mdlcated in dotted lines- -

in FKig. 1. -
Instead of providing the ‘board D with
‘knobs or handles d, as before described, the

said board may have at its upper edge a

grasp the said board D in removing the file
from the cabinet.
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curved or other shaped recess, as indicatedin
dotted lines at b* in Fig. 1, through which re-
cess the fingers may. be inserted in order to

105

The form of the device in which the board

forms a close joint at its edges with the mdeﬂ

of the compartments, as illustrated in Fig. 2
is preferred, however, for the reason that the-
compar tments are thereby entirely closed

when the file is thrust inwardly, and access of

dust to the papers therein thereby entlrely

prevented.

used in connection with filing cases or cab-

‘inets containing compartments for a number

of such receptacles, a receptacle has been
used for containing the papers, having a bot-

110 -
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In the class of paper-files heretofme usual]y g
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tom and three sides and provided with index-

leaves secured to the side: or wall of the-re-

ceptacle which is toward the front of the cab-
inet when the file is inserted therein, so that

it .becomes necessary to remove the file en-
tirely from the cabinet and turn it around
before the papers can be conveniently taken
out or inspected. In my construction, the pa-
pers, being fastened to the base-board at the -
130 -

sition for inspection when the file is drawn |

rear end of the latter, are 0bV1ously in po-

the hormontal CroSs- plece a, to support thefile. | out, and the absence of any s.uie pieces upon

"II | H[||T1|||[| fﬂ;fmlﬂrhal I'H‘ H1|'
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the base-board C enables the papers {o be

much more readily manipulated and inspect-

ed than is possible in files of the character de-

seribed as heretofore constructed.
5 A construction of the file in which only one
standard or receiving-wire, or one receiving-
wire and a corresponding arched wire are
used instead of two of each of such wires, as
herein shown, may sometimes be used with
advantage in connection with the file con-
structed in other respects as above described.
A construction in which two receiving or re-
ceiving and transfer wires are used, or an
equivalent single wire made thin and broad,
so as to plevent the papers from becommg
displaced laterally at their free ends, is, how-
ever, usually preferred, for reasons above
stated.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with a filing case or
cabinet, of a file comprising a base-Dboard
provided with a paper-holding device at 1its

10
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inner end and a vertical board at 1ts opposite |

or outer end adapted to close the front open-
25 ing of the cabinet when the

l

| cabinet, of a

1le is 1nserted |

thereiln, substantlally as and for the purpose

set fOIth

2. The combination, with a filing case or
cabinet, of a file comprising a base- board hav-
ing one or more receiving-wires ab its inner 3o
end and a board at its opposite or outer end
adapted to close the front opening of the cab-
inet when the file is inserted therein, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination, with a filing case or 35
file consisting of a base-board
pleded with a vertical boald at its outer
end adapted to close the front opening ot the
cabinet, and with a paper-holding device at
its opposite or inner end, comprising one or 40
more stationary receiving-wires and one or
more arched transfer-wires, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature in presence 45
of two witnesses.

- PAUL J. SCHLICHT.
Witnesses:
GEO. I3. SELDEN,
V. H. H., CIL.AGUE.
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