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1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ArvaA J. Hiscorrt, of
Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented certain

5 newanduseful Improvementsin Dress-Shields;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of theinven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which 113 appertains to make and use

1c the same.

My invention relates to an improvement in
dress-shields.

Hitherto it has been customary in the manu-
facture of dress-shields to unite the two flaps

15 by a seam extending along the ridge of the
fold, or along one mde of the fold just below
the ridge. Different schemes have been adopt-
ed in uniting the two parts, the object having
been to provide a seam which shall be felt as

20 little as possible by the wearer.

The object of my present invention 1s {o
provide a shield which shall possess the more
important advantages of the well-known seam-
less shield, and which will retain its shape

25 with certainty, and can be manufactured at «

reduced cost. |

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists In certain features of construction and
combinations of parts, as will be hereinafter

30 deseribed, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of the shield as it appears when first
cut from the blank. Fig. 2 represents the
same with the gore 1nserted, and Fig. 3 is a

35 view of the shield folded ready for use.

The material of which the shield is made is
preferably composed of an oufter and an inner
layer of what i1s commonly known as ‘‘stocki-
net,’’ the two layers of stockinet being united

40 by some water-proof material—rubber, for ex-
ample. The material of which the shield is
composed 18 not, however, the important fea-
ture in the present instance, as the construec-
tion shown will admit of the use of any soft

45 fabric coated with water-proof material, and
one or more layers may be used, as found most
convenlient and best.

A represents the main body of the shield
as 16t appears when stamped or otherwise cut

el w—

out of the stock. The body A is provided
with a radial slit, ¢, extending nearly to the
center, or the distance which i1s required to
give the lesser flap the desired depth. A
gore, B, 1s inserted 1in the slit a, its edges be-
ing secured to the edges of the slit by Hat
seams, which shall present as little roughness
or elevation as possible. The insertion of the
gore B tends to full the body on that side
where 1t is inserted, and causes it to naturally
fold over on the other portion of the body, as
shown in Fig. 3. A little pressure will set
the fold, and the shield will naturallv retain
1ts shape ever after. The ridege of the fold
should run slightly above the vertex of the
gore or end of the slit, and will therefore pre-
sent a perfectly-even surface where it lies in
the crease under the arm. Morcover, the di-
rections of the seams from the bottom of the
slit to the circumference of the shield are such
that they do not cross and choke the blood-
vessels beneath the arm, and, in fact, are but
slightly felt, if at all, and produce no irrita-
tion whatever.

The construction of the shield affords also
a very great saving in stock, since the por-
tions of the stock which lie bem ¢cen the suc-
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cession of circular cuts serve as the gores to

secure the fold.

1t 1s evident that slight changes might be
resorted to 1n the construction of the shield 8c
without departing from the spirit and scope
of my invention. For example,theslit might
be cut 1n other directions than radially and
in other forms than straight, and two or more
slits might be formed instead of one, and each 8¢
have a gore inserted therein; hence I do not
wish to limit myself strictly to the construe-
tion herein set forth; but,

Having fully described my lnvention, what L
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. A dress-shield having a gore inserted in
one of its flaps or folds, substantially as set
torth.

2. A dress-shield formed from a flat piece of g5
stock, having a gore inserted in one edge to
ELSSISt In forming a fold, substantially as set

g0

| forth.
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3. A dress-shield consisting, essentially, of | Speelﬁeatmn in the presence of two subscnb
a circular-shaped piece of stock, having a gore mg Wltnesses . | '

inserted inits edge and folded, the ridge of the | | - S o

fold being seamless and 1oeai§ed a short dis- | ALVA _J ' HISCOTT'-
5 tance frem the vertex .of the gere, substan- | = Witnesses: -

tially as set forth. , _ D. M. BALDWIN,

In testimony whereof I have signed this | AL M. WOOSTER
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