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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that we, SAMUEL SWENGEL
and WILLARD K, SWENGEL, citizens of the
United States of America, residing at Oak-
land, in the county of Burt and State of Ne-
braska, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Harness-Tugs; and we do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact deseription of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
16 appertains to make and use the same, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw- |

ings, and to letters or figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

Our invention relates to trace-supporters
for harness; and it consists in the improve-
ments hereinatter described and set forth.

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing our
Improved trace-supporter attached to a har-
ness, and Fig. 2 is a detailed perspective view.

A represents the saddle; B, the saddle-skirt;
U, the belly-band billet, and D the trace-sup-
porter. This trace-supporter is made of a
straight piece of any snitable malleable metal,
whichis bent uponitself so as to form a loop, d,
which 18 passed over one end of a buckle, said
strap being cut away, as shown at d, so as to
provide an opening through which the tongue
of the buckle E may pass. This buckle E is

adapted to engage with a strap, B’, which is

attached to the saddle by means of a suitable
screw, sald strap also being provided with
perforations, so that the trace-supporter can
be adjusted thereon.
the metallic band or strap is formed a loop,
¥, having straight outwardly-projecting top
and bottom pileces, and a front portion, which
1s parallel with the main portion of the strap,
thus providing a loop which 1s substan-
tially rectangular in cross-section, or of the
usual shape of the trace which is adapted
to pass through thesame. The metallic strap

which formstheloop is made of a single piece
of malleable metal. Said piece after being bent
to form the loop F, and theloop d aresecured |

In the outer portion of |

to each other by rivets e ¢, the loop portions
or ends being attached to each other by the
rivets ¢/, which pass through the end portions
and through the end of the strap C, which
connects the same with the belly-band C.

A trace-supporter constructed as hereinbe-
fore described will beslighily flexible, so as to
vend to the shape of the body of the horse,
and 1t may be adjusted upon the saddle and
belly-band, so as to be on a line with the hame
and whittletree, thus, besides serving as a sup-
port for the trace, it will also prevent the trace
chafing the saddle-skirt or sides of the horse.

The metallic trace-supporter D has rigidly
attached thereto a piece of leather, (, which
18 of greater width than said supporter. The
upper end of this piece of leather is reduced
In width, so that the same may be passed
through the buckle E, from whence it is bent
down-and secured to the trace-supporter so
that 1ts end will lie adjacent to the loop .
A keeper, ¢, is attached to the piece of leather
(x, between the loop F and the buckle B, said
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keeper serving to hold in place the end of 7o

the strap B'.
The saddle-skirt B is provided nearits lower
end with a keeper, ¢, through which the loop

end of the metallic trace-support may be
passed. |

We claim—

The  1mproved trace-supporter herein de-
scribed, made of a single piece or band of mal-
leable metal and provided with aloop, the aper-
ture or passage through which isat rightangles
to the body of the said piece or band, and
through which the trace may pass, said strap
being bent upon itself so as to form a loop for
the attachmenti of a buckle, substantially as
shown, and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof we aflix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

SAMULL SWENGIL.
WILLARD E. SWENGIL.

Yitnesses:
A. H. WELLS,
1. RENORD.
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