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(Nomodel.)

1o all whom it maly concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES H. MOULTON,
of Washington, in the Disfrict of Columbia,
have invented certain Improvements in Iile-
Cabinets for Papers, &c., of which the follow-
ing 18 a specification.

This invention relates to file cases or cabi-
nets and other structures wherein a series of
file boxes, drawers, trays, or similar recepta-
cles are arranged to move independently into
and out of an inclosing case or cabinet; and its
object is to provide a simple and convenient
means for locking the receptacles in place to
prevent access to their contents.

To this end it consists, essentially, in com-
bining with the cabinet internal horizontal
bars, each adapted to engage shoulders or
lips in 2 number of boxes, in a peculiar man-
ner of sustaining said bars, and in combining
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may be had to the bars, all as hereinafter
more fully explained and claimed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 represents in perspective a file-cabi-
net having my improvement embodied there-
in, a portion of the end wall being broken
away to expose the internal parts to view.
Kig. 2 is a vertical section of the same on the
line ¢ z; Fig. 3, a perspective view of the
locking-bar and links for suspending the same.
Fig. 4 is a view of the bar in modified form;
Fig. 5, a view showing a modified view of the
file-box.

Referring to the drawings, A represents an
external case or cabinet, which may be of any
form and construction adapted to permit the
insertion of the file-boxes or other receptacles,
B, in series.

Inthe drawings I have selected for purposes
of illustration file-boxes of the form generally
known in the art as *“ Duaryea boxes,”’ consist-
ing each of base and front boards at right an-
gles to each other, notched side arms, and an
internal follower or pressure-board connected
45 by a locking device to the side arms. These

boxes are arranged side by side in horizontal

rows, and are each adapted to slide outward
and hang suspended at the front, as usual.

In applying my improvement I provide

50 each box at a suitable point with a shoulder

or lip, «, to engage the locking-bar. This lip
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with the cabinet a door through which access

| base-board, and is most cheaply formed by

cutting a transverse groove therein, as shown

in Figs. 1 and 2; but 1n place of the groove a 53

| metal plate or shoulder may be attached to the

base, as represented 1n IFig. 1.

Within the cabinet, adjacent to each row of
boxes, and in position to engage the shoulders
of all the boxes 1n the row, I place a horizon-
tal locking-bar, C, having a rising and falling
motion. This bar may be attached to the
case by swinging links ¢, as in I'igs. 1, 2, and
3, so that it will rise and fall as it is moved
endwise; or 1t-may, to the same end, be pro-
vided with oblique slots and secured by
serews passing therethrough, as shown in Fig,
4, When the bar is moved in the proper di-
rection, it descends, and engaging the line of
boxes holds them securely against withdrawal 7o
from the cabinet. '

In order to permit convenient acecess to the
locking-bars, and to prevent access to them
when desired, I provide the end of the cabinet
with a door, D, having a lock, L, of any suit- 75
able character. The opening of the door ex-
poses the ends of the locking-bars, either of
which may be adjusted to lock or unlock its
row of boxes independently of the others., The
bar may be made of such length that the door
will act thereon as 1t 1s closed, and thereby
cause the automatic locking of all the boxes:
but it is preferred to make them of such length
that they may remain unlocked when the door
1s closed.

It 18 to be noted that my locking-bar actsin
a downward direction upon the boxes, and
that by holding down their rear ends it pre-
vents them from being rocked or tipped for-
ward, as could otherwise be done, without go
sliding them from the case.

The essence of my invention resides in the
use of the movable bars to lock a series of
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boxes, and in the door for preventing access

to said bars, and the details may be modified
within the limits of mechanical skill, provided

a mode of action substantially such as herein
set forth 1s retained.

1L am aware that drawers sliding one above
another between fixed rails or guides have
been locked in vertical series by vertically-
moving bars actuated by one of- the drawers,
by hinged lids, and by a horizontal bar oper-
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18 preferably located at the rear end of the | able from the front; but I believe myself to be
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the first to combine with a series of file- boxes

arranged 1n horizontal rows a locking-bar ex-
tending horizontally behind them and engag-
ing directly therewith, and the first to provide
a cabinet from which the boxes are removed
at the front, with a horizontal locking-bar in

the rear, and with a special door in the side to

afford access to the end of the bar that it may
be adjusted by hand.

Having thus described my mventlon what
] claim is—_

1. The 1nclosmn* case or cabinet provided
wibth the Iockable door at its side, in combi-
nation with the file-boxes arla,nﬂ*ed in hori-
zontal series therein and removable at the
front therefrom, and the horizontal locking-
bar engaging the rear ends of the series of
boxes by a longitudinal movement, as de-

scribed.

2. The inclosing case or cabinet, the file-
boxes arranged in horizontal rows therein and
removable from the front thereof, in combina-

~ tion with a horizontal locking- bar engaging
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the rear ends of the boxes, and the speclal
lockable door located in the side of the case
and preventing access to the bar, as described.
3. The case or cabinet IJIOVlde with the
speclal door in ifs side and with means for
locking the same, in combination with the file-
boxes arranged in horizontal series and pro-
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| vided with the shouldered base- board, and the o

horizontal vertically-movable bar secured in

the back of the case and adapted to engage the

shoulders of the box by a longltudmal and_-' -
35

lateral motion, as described.

4, A case or cabinet having file boxes ar-
ranged therein. in multiple horizontal rows
and adapted for independent removal at the

front, and a series of independent, locking-bars
mounted within the case and engaging the re-

spective rows of boxes as described, and a

4(‘)‘_

lockable door giving access to the rear of the |

case and to the series of bars therein, substan- -
‘tially as described, whereby either row may
‘be locked or unlocked independently of the

other, thus permitting theremoval of the boxes
from one row while preventlnﬂ* access to the
remainder.
5. In combination with the cabmet the file-
boxes having shoulders at their rear ends and
a locking-bar attached to the case by swinging
links, substantially as described, whereby it
18 d,danted to engage the boxeson bemg moved
endwise.
In testimony whereof I hereuntoset my hand
in the presence of two attesting witnesses.
. CHARLES H. MOULTON.
Witne_sses
J. W. LOWE,
- H. A. HALL.
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