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LOUIS DRYFOOS, OF NEW YOREK, N. Y.

COMBINED SKIRT AND BUSTLE.

SPECIFPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 338 634, dated Maxch 23, 1886

Application filed December 23, 1885, Serial No. 186,938, (No meodel.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, LoUuis DrRYF00S, of the
city, county, and State of New York, have
Invented a certain new and Improved Com-
bined Skirt and Bustle, of which the follow-
Ing 18 a specification. | |

I am aware that combination skirts and
bustles are not new, broadly considered. In
my improved article the bustle is formed in
the back breadth of the skirt, which is made
sutiiciently large for the purpose, and is also
of sufficiently greater length than the front

breadth to allow its upper portion to be drawn |

in over the bustle snugly around the waist of

the wearer. In the back breadth are formed |

pockets to contain the hoop-skirt wire or other
elastic strips, which, together with that part
of the back breadth of the skirt where they
are placed, form vhe body of the bustle; and
these wires or strips are bent, so as to distend
the bustle, by cross-tapes or their equivalent,
which are attached at their ends to opposite
sides of the bustle portion of the skirt. The

pockets for the reception of the wires are |

preterably provided with eyelets, through
which the wires are threaded, and the ends of
the wires are received in end pockets in the
skirt, the arrangement being such that the
wires—any or all of them—can readily be re-
moved and replaced. The pockets, indeed,
may consist simply of eyelets attached directly

‘to the skirt {abric itself in suitable position

to allow the wires to be threaded through
them; but I prefer to form said pockets of sep-
arate strips of material attached to the inside
of the skirt and to insert the eyelets in the
strips. The cross-tapes are made, preferably,
of elastic webbing or other elastic material
which will stretch and yield to the person of
the wearer.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

~a vertical central section of a skirt made in

45

5O

accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a
view of the inside of that portion of the skirt
In which the bustle is located. Fig. 3 is a
horizontal section through the waistband of
the skirt and the pocket containing the draw-
strings.

A 18 the skirt, the back breadth, B, of which
18 of sufficiently greater length than the front
to permit that portion of the skirt above the
bustle to be gathered or talken in around the

e

walst, this being effected by draw-strings a «/,
extending in a pocket in the upper edge or
walistband from the back to the sides only of 55
the skirt, terminating at the points z &/, so
that the gathering shall be at the back. Draw-
string «” extends from the point 2/, and draw-
string « from the point . It will be noted
that, as shown in Fig. 1, the skirt is higherin 6o
the back thanin the front, the increased length
at this point permitting the skirt to be drawn
1n around the waist without interfering with
the bustle. |

In Fig. 1 the skirt is represented by dotted 6+
lines in distended condition and by full lines
1n gathered-in condition. In Fig. 3 it is rep-
resented distended by full lines, and contract-
ed by dotted lines.

On the inside of the back breadth of the 7o

| skirt are strips b, of suitable length, stitched

at each edge to the skirt, so as to form pock-
ets, which are open, however, at their ends.

| These strips are horizontal, and are parallel

with one another and at suitable intervals 75
apart. In them are inserted metallic or other
eyelets, c. Covering the ends of the pockets
are vertical strips d, sewed to the skirt atb

‘points ¢, so as to form at those points pockets

to receive the ends of the wires. These wires 80
are shown at /. They are inserted in the
pockets and are threaded through the eyelets,
their ends being received in the end pocket, e.
The eyelets furnish a most convenient and
efficient means of holding the wires in place 85
and of compelling them to bend evenly and
uniformly.

To distend the bustle, the side edges of the
same are drawn together to the desired extent
by cross-tapes g, which are preferably elastic g0
and extensible,so that they will yield and give
to that portion of the person of the wearer
against which they come,.

It will be noted that while the wires are
held securely in position the arrangement is gs
such that they can at any time be removed
with entire ease. It will also be noted that
the back breadth of the skirt is cut long and
wide enough to receive the bustle-wires, and
also to be drawn in over and above the same 1co
without destroying the proper proportions of
the skirt.

In adjusting the skirt to the person when
the waistband is straight on the front of the
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waist, the bustle is adjusted to 1ts proper place,
and all that is needed is to pull on the draw-
strings, so as to gather in and secure the skirt
upon the person.

Having deseribed my invention, what I

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

The skirt formed with a back breadth made

broad and long, as described, to receive bus-
tle-wires, and having a fullness of material

 above the topmost wire, to permit it to be

drawn in over and above said wires, and pro-
vided with waist draw - strings, busble wires

2 | | o | 333,634

secured in pockets in or on the back breadth, -

and cross tapes or strips secured on the mmde 15

to opposite sides of the bustle portion of the

skirt, for distending the bustle, as hereinbefore

Shown and described.

In testimony whereof I hzwe hereunto set:
my hand this 12th day of December, A.D. 20

1885,

.L. DRYFOOEB.

Witnesses: |
- WM. F. LETT,
- ABRAHAM HAFER.
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