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Lo all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JOSHUA PUSEY, acitizen
of the United States, residing in the city and
county of Philadelphia, and State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Hemstitching and Cording
Attachments for Sewing-Machines, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, of which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view. Fig. 21sa
vertical section (immediately in front of the
needleof a sewing-machine) of the device as In
actual use. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a
modification of the invention. Iig. 4 18 a
transverse seetion of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 18 a sec-
tion (similar to Fig. 4) of aslight modification
of that shown in Figs. 3 and 4.

The object of my invention is to produce a
cheap and efficlent device by the aid of which
hemstitching may be done on sewing -ma-
chines, and which is adapted to take the place
oftheinterposed strips of paper generally used

-1n machine hemstitching, -

The construction and mode of operation of
my invention will clearly be understood from
the following description in ceonnection with
the accompanying drawings.

Referring first to Figs. 1 and 2, P 18 a plate
having a longitudinal slot, s, open at one end
and closed at the other, and also having up-
turned flanges f, the distance between which
is about equal to the width of the presser-foot

-z, Fig. 2, of the sewing-machine with which
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the device is to be used, plus twice the thiek-
ness of the fabric o be hemstitched.

In using the device the lower layer of fabrie,
a, 18 laid upon the sewing-machine plate e,
Fig. 2. The slotted plate P 18 placed upon
this layer with the flanged side up, 1n such po-
sition that the open endof theslot s is near to
and directly beneath the needle n, said slot
being wider than the diameter of the needle.
The upper layer, ¢/, of fabric is placed upon
the slotted plate and the presser-foot is let
down, when it rests upon the layer « between
the flanges £, as seen in Fig. 2. The sewing
is now proceeded with in the usual manner.

It is obvious that flanges f, practically 1m-

serve to guide and retain the slotted plate in
position. Asthe sewing proceeds, the usual
feed-motion (not shown) advances the under
layer of cloth, which, by friction, earries with
it the said plate, which, also by friction, car-
ries the upper layer of cloth. It is advisable
to roughen both the upper and under side of
the plate, so as tosecuresufficient hold on the
cloth. When the plate has advanced until the
closed end of slot s isreached, or nearly so, 1418
retracted,and the operationis repeated as often
as may be necessary. When the stitching is
finished, the plate is drawn back and out, en-
tirely free from the line of stitching. The par-
ticular construction of this plate which 1 pre-
fer, as producing a rigid and cheaply-made ar-
ticle, is to run a- strip of sheet metal between
dies or rollers, which will impart to the strip
the form in cross-section similar to one side
or longitudinal half of the latter. The two
sides or halves are joined together at one end
in a manner to leave a space between them,
which constitutes theslots. This may be done
by interposing a piece of metal, d, of suitable
width between the two strips at and near one
end, the latter and the piece of metal belng
soldered or otherwise fastened firmly together.
In thisway long strips of the proper form may
be made and cut up into suitable lengths and
joined together in the manner just mentioned.

In order to prevent the possibility of the
point of the needle striking against the piece
d when it has reached the closed end of the
slot, I provide-a stop or projection, ¢, which,
coming into contact with the toe of the presser-
foot just before the end of the slot is reached,

. prevents the needle from striking by arresting

the forward movement of the plate. I also
sometimes provide this projection with an
aperture, ¢, in line with slot s, to serve as a
guide or holder for a cord which may be en-
tered into said slot and sewed in with the
layers of fabric—that is, inserted in the seam
thereof—according to a method for which I
have filed an application for Letters Patent,
the serial number of which application 18
175,426.

I have sometimes made the device from a
strip of wood, the slot s and flanges f being

50 pinging against the sides of the presser-foot z, | made by a suitable cutter or cutters.
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It will be observed that by the slotted plate | foot of a'sewing-machine i8 not new. Ithere-

only onewidth of hemstitching (that is, width
between the sides of the fabric when stretched
out in the usual manner) can be made, al-
5 though 1t will be obvious that by securing an
- auxiliary plate or pldtes having a slot therein
~similar to slot s to the under side of the plate

- p and 1n line with the slot therein, a greater

width of hemstitching may be made, the same

(0 being equal to the combined thickness of the
two conjoined plates. In order, however, to
conveniently produce several different widths
of hemstitching, I sometimes make my device
1n the form of, so to say, a series of steps, P,

(5 as seen in Figs. 3, 4, and 5, of different thick-

- hesses progressively. In these figures each
of slots s corresponds with slot s in the plate
shown in Tigs. 1 and 2, and flanges f in the
one correspond with f in the other. Thusthe

20 width of the hemstitching will be governed
by the particular one of said slotted steps
which may be inserted beneath the presser-
foot. Ialsosometimesdoaway withtheflange
on one side of my device, as indicated by the

25 cross-section, Fig. 5. . In such case it is neces-
sary to hold or press the plate laterally, so that
the flange or upward projection f will practi-
cally bear or guide against the side of the
presser-foot. |

36 A hemstitching attachment consisting of a
longitudinally-slotted plate adapted to be in-
terposed between the bed-plate and the presser-

fore do not claim the same, broadly; but
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— | |

1. The described hemstitching attachment

for sewing-machines, consisting of a plate pro-
vided with the longitudinal slot and flanges 7,

adapted to engage with and to be guided by
the -side of the presser-foot of a sewing-ma-
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chine, substantially as and for the purposes

set forth. |

2. In combination with the slotted plate,

the projectionl, adapted to impinge against
the presser-foot of a sewing-machine under
the circumstances mentioned, substantially as
and for the purpose described.

3. In combination with the slotted plate,

the projection [, provided with the aperture g,
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

4. A hemstitching attachment consisting
of a plate having a series of steps of different

thickness, and provided, respectively, with

flanges and longitudinal slots, substantially as
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described, and as shown in Figs. 3, 4, and 5,

and for the purpose recited.. o
In testimony whereof I have hereunto affixed

my signature this 26th day of August, A. D.
1885, S |

JOSHUA. PUSEY.
Witnesses: - | _‘
-~ ANDREW ZANE, Jr.,
JOHN NOLAN.
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