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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Wir.LiAM J. JOHNSON,
of Newton, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new

5 and useful Improvement in Vegetable-Mash-
ers, of which the following, taken in connec-
tion with the : ftccompmvmg drawilngs, 1S a
specification.

The object of this invention is to provide a

10 wire vegetable-masher, strong, simple, and
cheap, Vet In 1ts worlunﬂ' face or body free
from joints and from overlapping surfaces
forming crevices in which particles of food
may lodge.

15 My improvement also includes a better and
cheaper shank for double-wire implements.

My Invention is embodied in a masher made
of two wires, each sinuously bent to form one-
half of the body of the implement, with the
20 prolongations of said wires joined laterally
- into arms which extend upwardly together
- from the sides of the body, and unite in a
shank or common stem furnished with a suit-
able handle. The stem is, by preference, a

25 coutinuation of two of the wire ends only from
the point where the two arms meet.

The drawing is a perspective view of the
best form in w hich T have embodied my inven-
tion, showing its several features, with the

30 handle repr esented in section.

The working face or body A of my utensil
18 made up of the two sinuously-hent wires b
¢, extending back and forth in the same plane,
elther horizontally or slightly curved. The

35 short bends of these wires give a greatly-
mcreased stifiness to the he:a,d as compared
with one in which the sinuosities run entirely
across 1t. ‘T'here is also an advantage in leav-
1Ing a space centrally between the 6wo Sinuons

40 wires where the material being mashed may
penetrate, thereby increasing the mashing-
surface, and a more symmetr ical form i 1S Pro-
duced by uniting the two wires. The arms
D are formed by umtmg laterally the two wires

45 b ¢ at each side of the head, and preferably by
twisting them together all the way up to the
stem B. The tmnmﬂ ,which gives a suitable
surface-coating to the wir es, at the same time
unitesthem permanently These twisted arms

50 are of much more than double the stiffness of
either wire singly.

The _four ends of the wires |
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may be twisted together to form the stem E;
but I prefer to terminate two of them at or

- near the point of junction of the arms D, and

continue the other two, suitably united, up to 53
the end of the stem. They may there be formed
into a ring or handle; but I usually provide a
simple wooden handle, H, into which the wires
are 1nserted endwise. This part of my inven-
tion 18 applicable to other wire utensils of this 6o
general character.

A saving in wire, in labor, and in weight of -
the implement is effected by making the shank
K of two of the wire ends only, as shown, and
the shank is then as strong as either of the %5
arms D. By discontinuing two of the ends
before forming the shank, its diameter is re-
duced, and a much smaller perforation in the
handle is required, leaving the handle itself
much less likely to be split in applying it or 7c
in use. I am accustomed to countersink or
bevel the outer end of the axial perforation of
the handle, to enable it at that point to re-
celve and fit over the converging ends of the
arms D, thus strengthening the utensil. -

I am aware of the patents to Brown, dated
June 6, 1876, and to Huffer, dated August 8,
1876, ShOWlnﬂ‘ mashers hfwmﬂ a body formed
of a single smuously -bent wire, the ends of
which are bent separately inward and joined
together by twisting to form a central shank,
inserted into the handle. T make no claim to
such single-wire mashers, a peculiarity of my
device being the body formed of two separate
wires joined below the shank at the sides of 85
the body, so as to form the double-wire arms
D, and then uniting either two or all four of

Iy
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| the ends of the wires so joined into one shank.

A masher has heretofore been made having
its shank, its arms, and the frame or outline
of its body formed of two wires, with several
straight pieces of wire forming cross-bars
suitably secured at their ends on the frame of
the body, the four ends of the two main wires
being all united and continuous to the tip of g3
the shank. All such devices I disclaim; but

I claim as my invention—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
the vegetable-masher herein described, having
the body A formed of the two sinuous wires b 100
and ¢, arranged in the same plane, the converg-
Ing arms D, formed of said wires bent upward-
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ly, Jomed in lateral contact at each side of the |

body, and extending side by side upwardly

‘therefrom, and the stem I, formed by the

union of said wires, with a suitable handle,
substantially as set forth.

2. The masher described, having a body
made of two separate wires running sinaously

in the same plane, two arms formed by twist- | to this specification, in the presence of twosub-

ing together the upward prolongations of said
W ir es and causing the twisted strands to con-
verge and meet, and a shank made of the
united ends of such wires, two of the ends ex-
tending beyond the othel t‘ﬁ 0, substantlally

as set forth.

3 ‘The wire frame or body A, and the con-
verging arms D, each formed of two wires

15:

united laterally, in combination with theshank |
- E, formed by the union of two only of the wires

composmﬂ‘ said arms, and with a suitable han
dle, H, Substantlally as set forth. |

In testlmony whereof T havesigned myname

sceribing witnesses, on this 6th day of January,
AL D. 1886

WILLIAM J. -JOHNSON.' |
Witnesses | | L |
N. H. SPEXNCER,

J. C. KENKXEDY.
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