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To all whom it may concermn: |

- Be it known that we, WILLIAM Ii. GEORGE
and HeNrRY HORNEY, citizens of the United
States, residing at Harlan, in the county ot
Shelby and State of Iowa, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Stock-

- Wagons, of which the following is a full, clear,
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and exact description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming part of
this specification, in which—

Tigure 1 represents a side elevation of a
stock - wagon embodying my improvements.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of the same,
showing the end-gate dropped to its position
for loading or unloading.
view of Fig. 2. |

Ouar invention relates to certain improve-
mentsinwagonsdesigned to carry smallstoek—
such as calves, pigs, sheep, &c.; and the same
consists in the construction and combination
of elements hereinafter described, and specifi-
cally pointed out in the claims.

To enable others skilled in the art to make
and use our invention, we will proceed to de-
seribe the exact manner in which we have
carried 1t out.

In the said drawings, A represents the body
of our improved stock-wagon, which is con-
structed, preferably, with slatted sides, and 1s
designed to be placed upon the running-gear,
and to take the place of the ordinary wagon
bed or body. The body ‘A is provided at 1ts
front with a seat, B, and foot-rest B', for the
driver, whileits bottom isdivided transversely

at ¢, to provide a platform, C, the purpose and

construction of which will be hereinafter de-

- seribed.
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The end-gate D is of peculiar construction,
and is designed not only as an end-gate for the
wagon, but also is used as a chute for loading
and unloading the same. This end-gate con-
sists of a back portion, b, which serves as a bot-
tom when the device is used as a chute, and
suitable side portions, which are of sufficient
width to prevent the stock falling over the
same while in the act of loading or discharg-
ing, and also by passing upon the outside ot
and closely fitting the sides of the body, tend
to strengthen and prevent the stock spreading
the same, while hooks ¢, on the sides of the

end-gate, engage eyes d on the sides of the | end-gate,

!

Fig. 3 is a plan |

body and securely hold the end-gateinalocked
position. The bottom portion of the end-gate
is provided with straps D', and the rear end
of the platform C has straps E, through which
and the straps D a rod, F, is passed, thereby
forming a hinged joint between the two and

| permitting the end-gate to be swung downward

when it is desired to load or unload the wagon.
By reference to Figs. 2 and 3 it will be ob-
served the back portion of the end-gate and
the upper portion of the platform C are pro-
vided with transverse slats e, which furnish
the necessary footing for the stock in travers-
ing theinclineeither in loading ord ischarging.
Po support the platform C, and thereby re-
lieve it from the weight that must necessarily
Le upon it abt times, we secure under the rear

| of the body a transverse bar, g, against which

the lower face of the platform C abuts when
the end-gateis in the position shown in Fig. 2.
In addition to the bracing previously de-
seribed, the sidesof the end-gate are provided
with brace-irons [, as shown in Fig. 1.
From the foregoing description it is mani-
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fest when it is desired to load the wagon

with stock the hooks ¢ are released from the
eyes ¢, and the end-gate swung downward
until its free end rests upon the ground. At
the same time the platform drops to the posi-
tionshown in Fig. 2, thereby giving less incli-
nation to the chute and making it much easier
to handle the stock than if the bottom of the
end-gate was hinged directly to the wagon-
body:.
the body A, the end-gate is raised and the
hooks ¢ caused to enter the eyes d, when the
device is secure.. |

In order to give greater security to thebody

we employ another hoolk, 2, which is secured.

to one side of the inner portion of the body
and is designed to engage an eye, 2, on the op-
posite side’of the body.

Having thus described our invention, whatb
we claim as new, and desire tosecure by lLet-
ters Patent, 15—

1. In a stock-wagon, the body A, mounted
upon suitable running-gear, in combination
with an end-gate,the side portionsof which in-
close the rear of the body, and a platform
hinged to the bottom of the body and to the
substantially as herein described.
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After the stock has been driven 1nto 83
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2. In a stock-wagon, the body A and the
platform C, hinged to the bottom thereof, in

combination with an end-gate hinged to the
platform and adapted to be swuang downward

to serve asa chute inloading and discharging

- the stock, the transverse slats ¢ on the end. |

gate and platform, the transverse bar beneath
the platform, the brace-irons 7, and hooks and
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| eyes, whereby the end-gate and body of the

wagon are securely braced, substantially as ro

herein desecribed. |
o - WILLIAM E. GEORGE.
o HENRY HORNEY. -
Witnesses: - -
J. . WEAVER,
J. V. BRAGEL.
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