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Lo all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, GEORGE K. HALL, a,
citizen of the United States, residing at Long
Branch village, in the county of Monmouth
5 and State of New Jersey, have invented a new
and useful Improvementin Hammers, of which
the following 1s a specification, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings.
- My invention relates to hand-hammers, and
t¢ has for its object the provision of means that,
used in connection with an implement of the
class named, operate to hold a nail in position
to be inserted at the desired point by a light
blow from the hammer-head.

t5  Theinvention further contemplates the pro-
vision of means for holding a hammer in hang-
ing position when not 1n use.

To the acecomplishment of the above ends
the invention consists in the construction, ar-

20 rangement, and combination of parts, substan-
tially as desecribed in the body of this specifi-
cation, and specifically pointed out in its
claims.

Referring to the drawings, in which similar

25 letters of reference denotfe similar parts, Kig-
ure 1 represents a side elevation of a hammer
provided with my improvement. Fig. 2 rep-
resents an edge view looking toward the ham-
mer-face. Fig. 3 represents a plan view; and

30 Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view of the nail-
holding device detached from the hammer-
head.

In the drawings, A designates the hammer-
head, of the ordinary well- Luown construetion,

35 and ¢ the handle thereof.

B designates the nail-holding attachment,
prefelably formed of sheet metal of different
desceriptions—as, for instance, iron, Steel
brass, &ec.

b designates the plate, of metal, havmﬂ* its
lower end 0, rounded, and plowded with an
aperture, b to recelv e a screw, ¢, whereby 1t
18 Seeured to the handle of the hammel The
sides of the plate 0 are inclined outwardly
from the lower end, %, toward the top, as
shown. The upper portlon 0", of the plate
is bent at right angles to the body proper
thereof, and bears dﬂ‘“‘lll‘]St the top of the ham-
mer-head and end of the handle within said
so head, and is secured to the latter by screws d,
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- that pass through apertures d, formed in the
part 0%, to the handle. (See Fig. 3.)

b* designates lugs or ears formed upon the
outer end of the part §°, bent downward there-
from and bearing against the surface of the 55
hammer upon the side opposite that upon
which the plate 1s secured.

e designates a sharpened spur that projects
outwardly from the part §° of the plate b, for
the purpose of hanging the hammer up when 60
not in use. The body b of the attachment B
is preferably placed and held a short distance
from the side surface of the hammer-head by
blocks f, placed between said head and plate.

| If desired, inwardly-projecting lugs formed 6=

integral with the plate may be used in lieu of
the bloclks 7.

g designates a U-shaped aperture formed in
the plate b, to receive the body of a nail and
hold 1t fi lm]y in projecting position, in which 7o
position the projecting sides of the nail-head
pass below the side edges, ¢g', of the aper- |
ture g.

By reference to the drawings it will be ob-
served that the upper end of the slot or aper- 75
ture ¢ is in the part 0° of the plate b and flush
with the surface of the hammer-head, for the
purpose of the ready placing and 1emoval of
a nail from said aperture ¢, as will be 1ead115'
understood.

The operation of my improvement will be
understood without further description.

-1 claim—

1. As an article of manufacture, a nail-
holding device for hammers, comprising two 8z
p]ates, p* V', arranged at substantially right

80

~angles to each other and adapted to be se-

cured to the sides and end of the hammer-
handle against the head, one of the said plates
having a  later ally- inclined portion and a lon- go
o~1tud1nal slot, substantially as deseribed.

2. As an article of manufacture, a nail
holding and suspending device for lnmmels
comprising two angular plates, b* °, one of
which has a 101101tudma]1y tapered slot and 95
the other a spur or pointed ear adapted to
suspend the hammer to which the device is
applied, substantially as described. -

3. The combination, with a hammer, of the

plates b* 0%, arranged ab substantially right an- 100
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- gles to each other and having openings for |

- the passage of screws, the plate 0* having a
- longitudinally-tapered slot and a laterally-in- |
- clined portion to throw one end away from |

-5 the hammer-head, and the plate ° provided.
~with bent lugs b at its free edges, and a |

~ pointed spur, B substantially as desenbed

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
‘my.own I have hereto aff Xed my Slﬂ*nature n -
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE I‘ HALL

VVlmesses .
JOHN L. LAI\NING T T
WINFIELD S. B. PAR}LER |
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