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(N o nmodel.)

To all whom it may concerrm: - |

Be 1t known that I, JAMES R. ALLGIRD 3
citizen of the United btates, and a resident of
Indianapolis, in the county of Marion and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new .
and useful Improvements in Barrel-Heads, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention has for its object to make a
barrel-head in which thesections shall be flexi-
bly connected, and in which the joints shall ;
eftectually be closed when the head isin place |
without the necessity of making the sections
of heavy material, and these objects I effect
by grooving the edges of the sections, and by
connecting them by strips of veneer having
the grain running transversely, as fully set
forth hereinafter, and as 1llustrated in the ac-
companying d]:awnws in which—

Figure L1 is a plan view of a barrel-head,
1llustrating my improvement. Fig. 2 is an
edge view; Fig. 3, a fransverse section en-
larged; IFig. 4, a section on the line C D, Fig.
3; Fig. b, a section showing the edge of one
of the sections; Ifig. 6 a section illustrating
a modification.

A represents the bauel head, w ]Jth as
shown, consists of three sectwns aa a’; bus
iv may consist of two sections, or ioux Or more,
according to the character of the barrel and
other circumstances.

In the straight edge of each section of the
head is made a groove, @, I'ig. 5, which may
be produced by means of a revolving saw or
any suitable cutter, and which corresponds
with the groove of the adjacent section, and

cent sections 1s mselted a strip, 6, of veneer
equal in width to thedepth of the correSpond-
ing grooves, and extending the entire length
of the sections, and curved at the edges to
correspond to the curve of the sections, as
shown 1n Ifig. 1. It is important that the

strip 6 be cut from the veneer so that the
orain shall run across the joint ¥ between the
seetions, or at right angles to the straight
edges of the sections, as illustrated in FKig. 4,
where the transverse lines s indicate the line
of the grain of the wood in a strip of veneer.
The strip b fits the grooves tightly, but not so |

tightly as to prevent its ready insertion and 5o
withdrawal fiom the sections, so that the bar-
rel-head may bereadily built up by bringing
the sections together with the strips between,
and may be readily dismembered by separat-
1ng the sections.

The head constructed as above described,
although applicable to barrels of general
eonstruction, is especially adapted to that
class of barrels in which the body consists of
a single piece of material, where the ends can- 6o
not be spread ror the insertion of the head, as
in barrels made of staves bound together.

In applying the head the sectlons are
brought together, held loosely 1n connection
by the strips, and the edge sections, a «’, are
bent downward against the bearmc* within
the barrel, and the central pmtlon I1s then
forced or sprung down until in line with the
other sections resting upon its seaf, the con-
necting veneer Strips bending and yielding
under the above operations to hinge the parts
together to permit the requisite play, but
preventing them from separating, the posi--
tion of the orain of the veneer msurmg a cer-
tain amount of elasticity, but preventing the
strips from splitting as they bend to accom-
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-modate themselves to the movement of the

sections. After the head 1s 1n place upon
the barrel the strips 6 serve to close the
joints ¥, s0 as to prevent the escape of the
contents of the barrel, should the sections
shrink or separate from each other at their
contiguous edges. While the strips 6 thus
connect the sections together and close the
joints, their use does not necessitate the em-
ployment of heavy material in the manufac-
ture of the head, inasmuch as they are of ve-
neer and sothin that they can be applied with-
out weakening the sections to those made of
theusual thin material. Where extra stren gth go
or security is required, each section may have

two parallel grooves or slits for the reception
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‘of two parallel strips, b, as shown 1n Iiig. 6,

and, oying to the thinness of the veneer, the
two stups may be applied where the head 18 95
made of thin material.

I claim—
A barrel-head consisting of two Or more sec-
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-~ tions having corresponding grooves in their{ In testimony whereof I have signed my
adjacent edges, with connecting-strips extend- | name to this specification in the presenee of
Ing across the joints into the corresponding two SlleCI‘lblI]U witnesses.
grooves of adjacent sections, each strip con- | - JAMES R. ALLGIR

5 sisting of veneer having its grain running | Witnesses:
~across the joint between the sectlons substau- - ATUSTIN B, PRA'I‘HER

bially as set forth.

LESLIE C. FERRELR.
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