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7o all whom it may concermn:
Be 1t known that I, THoMAS H. DODGE, of
the city and county of Worcester, and Com-

- monwealth of Massachusetts, have invented
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certain new and useful Improvements in Knit
Goods; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description

of the same, 1etmence bemu* had to the accom-

panying dramno*s and letters of reference
marked thereon, in which—

Figure 1 lepresents a side view of a stock-
ing embracmg my said improvement.
represents upon an enlarged scale a Vertical
central section on dotted line «/, Fig. 1, the
top of leg and foot with a portion of ankle be-
1ng broken off; and Fig. 3 represents, also
upon an enlarged scale, a cross-section of the
leg on line 0" ¥, Fig. 1, looking in the direc-
tion of the auow same igure.

To enable those Skllled in the art to which
my invention belongsto makeand use the same,
I will proceed to describe it more in detail.

In the drawings, the part marked C repre-
sents a stocking complete, the front part of
the foot being mmlﬁ.ed 1.

From the pomt indicated by the dotted line
b on the ankle, a second leg, D, is joined to the
leg C of the stocking C, and extends to the
top thereof, leaving a space, a, between the
two legs € and D. T knit the lews down to
the point b separately, and then take up the
stitches of both upon a separate machine, and
complete the ankle and foot-in the usual man-

ner of knitting the ankles and feet of stock-

ings as heretofore praeticed. Iknitthe parts
C' and D in what is known as *‘regular rib?”’
work, since when so knit the stitches can eas-
ily be transferred to the needles of 4 knitting-
machine designed especially for kmttmﬂ* the
plain ankle and foot.

The object attained by knitting stockmﬂ‘s

with double legs, hereinafter described, is a

more perfect and comfortable fit between the

- bottoms of the drawers and the stocking-legs,

and one that obviates the use of strings and
buttons to hold the lower ends of the drawer-

legs down, at the same time keeping the an-
kle above the joint warm, and conducing to
a free and natural circulation of the blood, all
o as hereinafter described.

In practice the inner leg is to be drawn up |

g, 2

-

| and then the end of the drawers-leg drawn-

down over the inner leg of the stocking, after
which the outer leg is drawn up over the leg
of the drawers, thus guarding against the
slipping down of the stocking, as well as the
drawing up of the drawers-leg, and securing a
comfortable fit between the drawers and the
stockings, and one, too, which prevents cur-
rents of air passing between the drawers-leg
and the stocking, which is uncomfortable, es-
pecially in cold weather.

In Fig. 1 the ribs F have NArrow orooves ¢
between them and oue of the ribs and a part
of another on the back of the leg are drawn

to illustrate the stitches forming the rib F,

and these shaded ribs are lettered F', as they
more fully illustrate the finished appearance
of the stocking-leg. Figs. 2 and 3, which are
drawn upon an enlarged scale, represent the
legs C" and D separated to leave a space, q,
between them, for the purpose of illustrating
the invention more fully, and it will be seen
that opposite the narrow grooves ¢ there are
narrow ribs d on the inside of the legs C" and
D, while opposite the wide ribs I there are
wide orooves ( on the inside of the same legs.
Oonsequent]y when the ribbed inner leg, ', is
drawn up about the ankle and lower llmb the
ribs d will touch the skin first and tend to
keep parts G away from the same, and as a
result the circulation of the biood will not be
materially checked,while there will be a tend-
ency to facilitate the escape of perspiration,
since in walking the motion of the body and
limbs tends to 1ift at each step the drawers-leg,
and the stocking-legs C' and D tend to l1ift and
lower the drawers- leg alternately.

The general pr actice of men and boys here-
tofore has been to tie or button the lower ends
of the drawers-legs about the ankles—a prac-
tice producing very ipjurious results, since
the lower limbs are more or less corded and
the blood checked and prevented from cirecu-
lating {reely through the veins and arteries
leading from the body to the feet. Then,

again, there is comparatively little flesh above -

the ankle-joint to protect and shield the veins
and arteries, and when shoes are worn 1n late
fall, winter, and early spring the blood is

chilled at the ankles when only the ordinary
stockings are worn, which, taken in connec-
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tion with the corded condition of the limb3s
above alluded to, so impedes the circulation
of the blood as to render it impure, thereby
impairing the whole system more or less,.

My invention 18 well calculated to remedy

-all of the above difficulties, since the ends of

the drawers-legs are held down Dbetween the
double legs (' and D, the friction between the

outer surfaces, F and ¢, of the inner leg, C,

and the inner surfaces, G and d, of the ounter
leg, D, holding the drawers-leg by an elastic
clamp action, which does not allow the draw-
ers-leg to slip or draw up from between them
when any upstrain comes upon the drawers-
leg, the stocking-legs yielding or stretching,
but letracting ag‘win when th(, strain 1s over,

normal pOSltIO‘]

Reference has been made more particularly
in the above statement to the action of linen,
cotton, and coctton-flannel drawers.

The leg D, being knit of an elastic material,

will stretch and conform to whatever size is |

338,341

necessary to properly cover and hold the
drawers-leg between the outer and ; inner stock-
ing-legs, " and D.

Durlncr rainy weather and light snow-storms

the wearer can guard agqmst wetting the an-
kies and lower parts of the limbs by simply
winding a piece of thin water-proof cloth about

the inuer stocking-leg, C.

Having deseribed my improvements in knit
goods, what I claim therein as new, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The herein-described article of manufacture,
consisting of a stocking having the foot por-
tion of a single thickness and the leg portion
of two Independent thicknesses separate from
each other at the topand united at the bottom
with each other and with the foot-portion, as
set forth.

THOS. H. DODGE.

Witnesses: |
CHas. D, GAY,
ALBERT A. BARKER.
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