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To all whom it may concern :
Beitknown that I, LACHLAN E. McKINNON,
a citizen of the Dominion of Canada, residing

ada, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Top - Props for Carriages, of

My invention relates to that class of top-

base-plate and a separate thimble or sleeve on
the stem; and the object of my invention isto
provide a prop with a separate stem,which at
the same time is so arranged as to ailow the
thimble to be screwed down tight on the cov-
ering material of the carriage-top. I attain

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which-- | |
Figure 1 is a side elevation of prop. Fig.
2 18 a longitudinal section of same; and Fig.
3 18 a top view of collar D, shown in Fig. 2.
Similar letters refer to similar parts in all
the figures. - |
A represents the base-plate of prop, which
18 to be fastened to the carriage-bow. |
B is the stem or stud which serews
base-plate A. | o
Cis an internally-threaded boss projecting
from the base-plate and receiving the external-
ly-threaded end &' of the stem B. This projec-

into the

cylindrical shape on the outside, and the part
o/ of stem B, which forms a shoulder against
the projection (| is also made square or non-
cylindrical.

D 18 a collar or washer made internally of
such size and shape as to fit over the projec-
tion C and the adjoining part « of stem B in
such a way as to prevent the stem B from un-
secrewing or working loose when collar D is in

E is a thimble or sleeve internally threaded
at 1ts outer end to screw on the threaded por-
tion d’ of the stem B. At its inner end it is
made internally of such shape and size as to

1t 1s |

enlarged and flanged outwardly at its extreme
inner end, so that when screwed up it may
bear against the leather or other covering ma-
terial, I, to hold it in place and complete the
finish. It will be seen that by this arrange-
ment 1 combine the advantages of the Thomas
patent of September 22, 1857, and theSawyer
patent of May 15, 1866. |
The sole disadvantage of the Thomas prop :
18, that the covering mmaterial must be stretched
over the end of the stem. The Sawyer prop
and other loose stem-props, while avoiding
that difficulty, have the disadvantage that the
thimble does not serew up tight against the ¢
covering material, and consequently they do
not make as neat a finish asthe Thomas prop. -
My prop, as shown, has aseparate stem,which
cannot work loose from the base-plate, and at
the same time the thimble can (without the
nse of a separate nut for that purpose) be
screwed up tight against the covering mate-
rial, holding it in place and making a neat
finish, S |
As mentioned above, I am aware that top- °
props have been made with a separate screw-
stem, and also that they have been made with
a separate thimble to serew on the stem. I
therefore donot c¢laimeither of these, nor even -
the combination of these two styles, broadly;
but |
What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— |
The combination, in a top-prop,of the base-
plate A, having a non-eylindrical projection, §
C,with the collar D, fitting over the projection
J, the screw-thimble E, covering and holding

' in place the collar D, and the stem B, having

a threaded part, b', screwing into the projec-
tion C, a non-eylindrical part, o/, adjoining &
the projection C, and a threaded part, d’, on
which the thimble E screws, all substantially
as shown, and for the purposes specified.
LACHLAN E. McKINNON.
Witnesses: |
- ALEX., L. MITCHELL,
W. A, NOTMAN.,
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