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To all whomy it MGl CONCEriy:

Be it known that I, FERDINAND EGGERS, of
Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee, and
in the State of Wisconsin, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Whiffle-
tree-Hooks; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereot. |

My invention relates to whiftletree-hooks;
and it consists in certain improvementsonthe
device patented by mmeon the 23d day of May,
1882, No. 258,392, as will be fully set forth
herelnafter. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved device. Fig. 2 1S a sec-
tion on the line y y of Fig. 3, showing In dot-
ted lines the position the trace occupies on
Fig. 8 is a plan view of my
device. TFig. 4 is an under side plan view of
the same,with the inner ring in a different po-
sition from that shiown in Fig. 3, and madein
two parts united by rivets; and Fig. bis asec-
tion on the line « z of I1g. 4.

In my prior patent above named I repre-
sented a device especially adapted for securing
and locking thie cockeye of a trace ortug within

the hook on the end of a whiffletree, having |

particular reference to heavy farm - wagons
and agricultural implements; but my present
invention is designed rather for use 1n con-
nection with lighter wagons, buggies. &c.,
wherein the tug or trace is generally provided
with a slit or opening in theend of the leather

itself, although it will work well with cockeyes.

when such are used.

A represents one end of a whiftletree pro-
vided with a thimble, B, which has cast with
it the horizontal flange C, having two half-
ricrgs, ¢ ¢, ending in the vertical ingers J
and this flange C ¢ is chill-cast aronnd the 1n-
ner ring, D, preferably,though in-Figs. 4and

5 I have represented another construction, .

wherein the said part D is made 1n two parts
| substantially asset forth.

united by rivets ee. The ring D is analogous
to the locking-bloek shown in my prior pat-
ent, and has vertical straight inner walls, d d,

- rising above and extending below the hori-

zontal plane of the ring proper, and the said
ring is not continuous, but has a portion re-

5o moved between the said walls d d, so as to

just correspond with the space between the
outer ends of the half-rings ¢ ¢ on the thim-

ble-flange described, and the walls d d are i

| united beneath said ring and half-rings by

central web, d’, as shown best In Kig. 1.

The operation of my device will be readily
understood from the foregoing description of
its construction in connection with the draw-
ings, where, in Fig. 1, 1 represent the trace
end (by dotted lines) in the position for 1nser-
tion. . The ring D and flange C and its half-
rings are then in the relative positions shown
in Figs. 1 and 3. The end of the trace 18
turned in a vertical position and slipped 1n
from the outer end of the whiffletree, the ex-
treme end of said trace resting on the web &’
between the walls d d, and then the slit or
opening of the said trace end recelves one of
(he fingers ¢, and the trace, still vertical, is
carried one-fourth around until the walils d d
are in the position shown in Fig. 4, when the
trace is restored to its normal comparatively
horizontal position, (with the greatest width
of the trace vertical of course,) as shown by
the dotted lines in Fig. 5, and it will then be
impossible for said trace to become accident-
ally detached from the whiffletree-hook.

As stated, while 1 prefer to chill-cast the

parts together, if desired, the ring D, with its

walls d d, may be made in twosections and af-
terward riveted together; but the former man-
ner of constructing my device is cheaper, slm-
pier, and better i most cases.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim, and desiretosecure by Letters Patent,
15— | B

A whiffletree-thimble having a flange end-
ing in two half rings, the outer ends of which
are opposite to and at a slight distance apart
from each other, and there provided with ver-

tically-projecting fingers, in combination with

an inner ring revolving on the inner surfaces
of said half-rings, and provided with Inner
guiding-walls nnited beneath the ring proper
by a central web, the said ring being open
above the web betweenthe sald ¢uiding-walls,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand, at Milwaukee, 1n

' the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-

consin, in the presence of two witnesses.
FERDINAND EGGERS.

Witnesses:
H. G. UNDERWOOD,
M. I'. FREAR.
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