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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, JOHN CHANTRELL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Read-
ing, in the county of Berks and State of Penn-
sylvania,have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in File-Handles;and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full,clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilied in the alb to Wh]Ch 1%
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention has for its object to simplity
and improve the construction of this class of
devices, to produce in brief a handle from
which a file or other tool may be readily re-
moved, when desired, but which will hold it
so firmly that it can not possibly be extracted
therefrom except in the proper mannzr. With
this end in view I have devised the novel con-
struction which I will now describe in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification, in which—

Figurelis a section of myimproved handle,
showing the manner in which it engages the
tang of the file, the latter being shown in ele-
vation. KHig. .2 1Isan end view ofdsheath the
tang of the file being shown in section; F1 . 3,
a side elevation of the sheath demched Flﬂ'
4, a cross-section of thesheath looking 1nwa1d
Fig. 5, an enlarged cross-section of the sheath,
showing the tang in engagement with a nut.
Fig. 6 is a similar view, the tang having been
given a quarter-turn. Iig. 7 1s a section of a

slwhtly modified form of handle complete Fig.

8 is a side elevation of a sheath, as in Fig. 7
detached. Iigs. 9 and 10 show the nut in the
modified form in its position relatively to the
tang before and after it has been givena quar-
ter-mrn. | |

Similar letters denote like parts in all the
figures,

A represents the body of the handle, whieh’

has a central opening, B, extending downinto
it, and a ferrule, C, at the end which is to re-
ceive the sheath. This ferrule is curved over
at the end of the handle, and extends a short
distance down into the opening, as is clearly

shown in Figs. 1 and 7.
D represents the sheath, which is extel nal-

engage a corresponding serew-thread in the

CATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 337,244, dated March 2,1886.

Serial No, 178,934, (No model.)

nut, I, which is preferably cast integral with
the sheath. The sheath is also provided with
spring jaws G, having inelines H upon their
onter ends, which are so formed as to engage

the inwardly-turned portion of the ferrule,

and be closed thereby against the tang of the
file or other tool. The edges of the Opening
innut F, within the sheath, are made of just
proper shape and size to receive the tang of
the file or other tool, and thin enough to cut
into it. When a new file or other tool is in-
serted, 1t is forcibly turned in nut F,thus cut-
ting nicksor grooves I through the corners of
the tang. If preferred, these orooves may be
made in the manufactuare of the file. The
groove having once been made, the insertion
or withdrawal of the file is a verysimple mat-
ter. The tang 1s inserted into the sheath as
far as it will go and given a. quarter-turn by
hand. The sheath with the file in place is
then turned into the handle. As it is turned
in the ferrule at the end of the handle acts
on inclines X upon the jaws to press the
latter againsi the tang, causing them to grasp
it firmly and preventit fromturning. It will
thus be seen that the nut and jaws act to-
gether, the former to prevent the file from be-
ing drawn out until it has been turned,and the
lattertopreventitfrom being turned until they
are loosened.

In the modified form the sheath and jaws

are preferably made to embrace the tang its
entire length, and 1nstead of a fixed nut w1th
in the sheath a loose nut, K, is used, which is
placed over the end of the tang below the
sheath, after which 1t 18 given a quarter-turn,
asindicated in Figs. 7, 9,and 10. Having se-
cured the tang against withdrawal by turning
the nut, the sheath is turned in as before, the
ferrule cLCtlﬂ‘T to close the jaws against the
tang, ﬂheleby it 18 prevented from burnmg

I do not of course limit myself to the exact
details of construction asshown and described,
as they may obviously be varied within rea-
sonable limits without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

I claim~— |

1. A file-handle consisting, essentially, of
a part, A, having a central opening, spring-
jaws to engage the tang, & sheath which en-

handle,and is provided with an internal fixed | gages part A,and a thin nutinwhich the tang
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1s adapted to be turned to make or engage a | tion with a file or other tool with a grooved 25

groove at the corners, whereby it is locked
aG‘&IIlSt withdrawal Subs‘[antmlly as described.
. In a file- hand]e, part A, having a central
openl ng,and a terrule turned overits outer end,
in combination with o sheath having a screw-

. thread to engage part A, a nut in vhmh the
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tang 18 ad'mted to be turned to cat or engage
a groove therein, and spring-jaws hawnﬂ‘ in-
(,111113% which engage the ferrule,by which thev
are forced against the tfmb,as and for the par-

pose set forth.

3. The combination, Wlth a file w 11056 tang

18 provided with & 9‘100ve at the corners, ot-

spring-jaws and a screw-threaded sheath,a nut
adapted to engage the groove in the tang when
given a quarter turn, and part A, into which
the sheath is turned and which closes the Jaws
against the tang.

4. Part A, having a central opening,spring-
Jaws, and & sheath “the jaws hmrma inclines
at their outer ends to- engage the end of the
handle, and the sheath havi Ing a screw-thread
to engage the body of the handle in combina-

tang, and a nut with an opening correspond-
Ing In shape with the tang, the edges of said
opening being made thin toengage the groove

1n the tang when given a. quarter-turn.

5. A combined sheath and jaws for tool-
handles, the sheath having an external screw-
thread to engage the handle, and an internal
fixed nut with thin edges adapted to engage
or make agroove in thetang,and the jaws hav-
ing inclines by which they are forced &U‘aln‘ib
the tang to keep 1t from turning.

6. A combined sheath and jaws for tool-
handles, the exterior of said sheath Deing
Screw- threaded, and i1t having also afixed nut
with a central opening corresponding with the
tang of a file, the edges of said opening being
made thin, as and for the purpose set forth.

- In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
JOHN CHANTRELL.

Witnesses:

GEO. A. HICKMAN,
Isaac R. FISHER.
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