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To all whom it maly conrcerw:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH S. VANHORN, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Jersey
City, Hudson county, New Jersey, have 1n-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Bill and Letter Filing Devices, of whichthe,
following is a specification. o |

In the use of that class of files which em-
ploy perforating-needles as a means of retain-
ing the letters and bills the sheets abe often

" torn and mutilated in the act of filing and-un-

filing by reason of the difficnlty experienced
in foreing them down on the needies with an
equal pressure, and also the inability of the
sheets to present sufficient resistance at the
points of perforation to bear the puncturing
action of the needles without tearing, and in
consequence of this the filing-perforations are
oenerally of a jagged nature and out of line
with each other, and when, as is usually the
case, it is frequently necessary to unfile these
papers for reference the perforations are orad-
ually enlarged until they tear through to the
edge of the sheet, thus greatly mutilating 1t.
It has also been found difficult in using these
files to so deposit the sheets one on the other
as to cause their filing-edges to form a regu-
lar and even outline, so that when they are re-
moved from the file for permanent binding 1t
is usually necessary to take them off one by
one and replace them on each other in aregus-

. lar and even manner preparatory to their final
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fastening together, whether by a binder or by
strings, as is most generally done where the
filing-needles are hollow. o

My invention therefore has for its object the
production of a device which shall enablethe
operator to file and unfile his letters, &c., in

an accurate and easy manner, and without dan-

ger of matilation, and by which he can tem-

porarily fasten together a number of current

Jetters or bills, to which he may wish to refer,
and remove them bodily from the file without
in any way injuring or interfering with the
others. |

To this end my invention consists in a plate
or clasp adapted to overlie the top of the pa-

per, and having an abutting stop or shoulder

for the top edge of the paper to fit against, and
perforated with holes or notches to permit the
passage of the filing-needles, said plate being

| preferably made in two leaves in the form of

a U-shaped clasp,as hereinafter fully set forth.
By the use of such a device each paper or set
of papers can be filed or unfiled in an even
and accurate manner without mutilation, or.
the.exercise of any skill on the part of the op-
erator, as hereinafter more fully set forth.

Figure 1 of the annexed drawings is a per:
spective view of my improved filing device in
its preferred form. Fig., 2 is a plan view
thereof, showing the operation of the device
in connection with a file of the described kind.
Fig. 3 is aside elevation of a file with my 1m-
proved filing Cevice,(shown partly in section,)
and illustrating the action of the device 1n fil-
ing a paper.. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of
a modified form of my invention. D

It will be seen on reference to Fig. 1 that
my device consists, essentially, of a plate or-
leaf, @, preferably made of sheet metal, and
adapted to be placed flatly on the top of the
sheet to be filed, and having holes or notches
ccatb its front edge to correspond with the
position of the filing-needles. - |

I prefer to make the device with two leaves
or plates, ¢ b, inthe form of a U-shaped clasp,
as well shown in Figs. 1 and 3, into which the
sheet is slipped, so that the end to be filed is
firmly embraced thereby, and I prefer tohave 8o
the two leaves hinged together at the back
edge or shoulder, d, as seen in Fig. 1; butthe
device may be simply bent from one piece of
sheet metal in the form of a U, as in Fig. 4.
In either case the back hingeor bend, d, forms 83
a gage stop or shoulder for the edge of the
sheet to abut against when insertedin the plate
or clasp, as seen in Figs. 2 and 3, and the two
Jeaves enable the sheet to be firmly grasped
between them when compressed by the press- go
ure of the fingers, asindicated in Fig. 3. The
front edges of the leaves preferably flare out-
ward to more readily admit the insertion of
the sheet. _

In Figs. 2 and 3, k indicates the base-board g5
of the file, and m m the filing-needles, which
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‘may be of the solid or tubular kind; but I here -

illustrate the simplest form of file, as the con-
struction of the file itself does not concern my
invention, which may be used with any file 100
of this class. - |

It will now be seen on reference to the
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drawings that in using my improved filing |

device the sheet or sheetstobefiled are placed
between the leaves ¢ and b in such a manner
that their edges will abut against theshoulder

d, and the operator then presses on the leaves

of the clasp with his fingers, so as to hold the
sheets securely and forces them down on the
filing-needles, as shown in Fig. 3. - It will be
readily understood that in this operation the

sheet is supported firmly by the clasp, and is |

held taut at the points of perforation corre-
sponding to the notches ¢ ¢, which thus allow
the needles to project through and puncture
the paperin aclean and sharp manner without
tearing or Injuring the same, thus enabling
the sheets to be filed evenly and accurately
without any mutilation.

When it is desired to remove the filed sheets

~from the needles, one of the leaves is passed
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under the sheet and the other pressed down on
the top, when it can readily be removed with-

out injury, as will be seen. .

I have shown both leaves of my filing device
as being of equal length and duplicates of
each other; but it will be understood that one
of the leaves could beshorter than the other—-
preferably the under one—and without notch-
es,and the upper leaf might be made with holes
for the needles, instead of notches, in which
case the clasp could be withdrawn over the
tops of the needles. :

In the formshown in Fig. 4 Iprefertomake |

the clasp springy,with sufficient tension in its
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leaves to grasp and hold between them a nuni-

‘ber of sheets secarely, so that any particular

set of papers or current letters or bills may be
held thereby and removed bodily from the file
by the clasp, which will thus act as a tempo-
rary binder, and thereby presents a great ad-
vantage.

What I claim is—

1. Afiling deviceconsisting of a leafor plate
having an abutting shoulder at its back edge
and holes or notches corresponding to the fil-
ing-needles at its front edge, substantially as
set forth. -

2. A filing device consisting of a U-shaped
clasp adapted to embrace the sheet to be filed
between itsleaves, and having holes or notches
corresponding to the filing-needles, substan-
tially as set forth.

3. A filingdevice consisting of two leaves or
plates hinged at their meeting edges and
having perforations or notches for the passage
of filing-needles, substantially as shown and
described. | -

4. A filing device consisting of two leavesor
plates hinged attheir meeting edges, and hav-
Ing perforations or notches for the pdssage of
filing-needles, and outwardly-flaring receiving
edges, substantially as shown and described.

. JOSEPH 8. VANHORN,
Witnesses: - o
JNO. E. GAVIN,

CHAS. M. HIGGINS.
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