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To all whom it ma I CONCETIL:

Be it known that I, GEORGE M. VETETO, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mllls,
in the county of Freestone and State of Texas,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Car-Couplings, of which the
following 1s a-specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to new and useful 1m-
provements in car-couplers, and has for its
object the provision of a self-acting car-
coupler, simple and easy of adjustment, and
not liable to get out of order.

My invention consists of a draw-head or
coupling-box, made of iron or other suitable
material, commonly used in the ordinary car-
coupler, and provided with a block or plate,
made of any suitable material, which 1s fast-
ened to and held in place by a spring fastened
to the rear of the draw-head. This spring is
of spiral formation, and when expanded the
block to which it is fastened will be directly
between the openings for the pin to drop
through, thus preventing the pin from falling
unless the coupling-link is forced against said
block with sufficient force to contract the
On top of the draw-head
or coupling-box I provide a pipe of suitable
material, which is bolted to said coupling-box
or draw-head and incases the coupling-pin.

This pipe or casing has an opening at the top

of sufficient size to allow the cord or chain to
which the pin isattached to pass through.
Fastened to the top of the ecoupling-pin, and
on the inside of the top of the pipe which in-
cases the pin, 18 another spiral spring,through
which the cord or rope passes which 1S con-
nected to the pin. This spring tends to keep
the pin held firmly in its place on top of the

block or plate, which preventsit from making.

connections unless a sufficient force 1s brought
to bear against said block or plate, when the
pin drops in its place by means of its own
weight and the additional help of the spring
attuched thereto. When the pin becomes
worn from constant nse,a new pin can be sub-
stituted by simply removing the bolts which
hold the casing of the pin in place andreplae-
ing anew pin for the old one.

The accompanying drawing illustrates what
I consider the best means for carrving my in-
vention into practice. Said drawing repre-
sents a section of my device,showing the man-
ner in which the rope or chain for releasing
the pinis connected to the car and pinin posi-
tion tor use.

A represents the pin held in position to be

dropped through thelink B. Thispinis held

in a pipe or casing, D, secured upon the draw-
head or COl].pllI]U' bo:x: A* over the openings
a a. A plate or block, (, 18 held in the draw-
head by a spring, C", _in the rear of said
plate or block, which normally keeps it be-
tween the openings «¢ ¢ and holds up pin A.
When the link B is forced against the block
or plate C, the block or plate C overcomes
the foree of the spring C',which is attached to
the bloek or plate C, and also to the car

proper, and said block C is pushed back.

This allows the pin A to drop through the
link B and the openings @ @ in draw-head A*
by the pressure brought to bear on it by the
spring A’, connected to the top of the pin A
in the pipe or casing D, assisted by the weight
of the pin itself, thus forming a coupling or
connection Wlth the adjoining car.

To facilitate the introduction of the spring
C’ and block C into the coupling-box or draw-
head A*, and to enable them to be used upon
devices already 1n use without changing any
of the parts, I provide a flat block or plate,
C*, to which one end of thespring is secured,
of a size to just fit in the bore or longitudinal
opening in the draw-head. The block C,

 spring C, and plate C* are united before in-

sertion, and may be made all ready for inser-
tion and then placed in any draw-head or
coupling-box and suitably fastened without
removing or changing any of the parts.

To undo the coupling and release the cou
ling-link B, the operator simply pulls the cord
or chain L, whieh, as shown, extends to the

top of the car, or it may run inside, thereby

raising the pin A and allowing the block or
plate O to fly back in 1ts former position by
theforce of the spiral spring C’attached there-
to, which will hold the pin A elevated until-

| the operation above described is repeated, -
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- Having thus described my invention, what | Intestimony whereof I affix mysignaturein ro
I desire to claim and secure by Letters Patent | presence of two witnesses. |
iIs— -
The combination, with the coupling-box or ' GEORGE M. VETETO.
5 draw-head A* and spring-pin A, of the block .
C, spring (', and plate C%, united togetheras: VWitnesses:
described, the plate C* being of suitable size J. R. BELL,
to enter the bore of the draw-head, substan- | G. H. Sims.
tially as and for the purpose set forth.
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