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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, FERDINAND SCHWEIZER,
of Paterson,in the county of Passaicand State
of New Jersey, baveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Stretching Devices for
Clothes-Lines,of which the following is a speci-
fication. |

This invention has reference to a simple,
cheap, and effective stretehing device for
clothes-lines ; and it consists of a stretching
device having a T-shaped head and a perfora-
tion for the passage of one end of the clothes-
line, which end is clamped bya hand-screw to
the T-shaped head and passed through the
looped opposite end of the clothes-line, so that
the clothes-line can be readily stretched or
loosened by simply clamping or releasing the
stretching device. '- ) .

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a side elevation of a clothes-line
with my improved stretching device. Iigs.
2 and 3 are a side elevation and a vertical
transverse section on line a «, Fig. 2, of the
stretching deviee drawn on a larger scale.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. o

Referring to the drawings, A represents a

clothes-line, which is mounted in the usuai

manner on pulleys ¢ «, that are- attached to
suitable points of support. The clothes-line
is attached at one end to a stretching device,
which is formed of a head, B, and a hand-
screw, C. Thehead B is provided with ahole,
b, for the passage of the clothes-line, and a
threaded hole, %', at right angles thereto for
the serew. The end of the clothes-line to

which the head Bis applied is passed through |

| the looped opposite end of the clothes-line A,

and then rigidly clamped by the screw C, as
shown in Fig. 3, so as to be held securely In
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position. Byloosening theserew Cthe clotbes-

line is released, so that it can readily be
stretched taut or loosened, as required. 'The
end of that part which has been passed through
the stretching device B is provided with a
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knot, d, so that the line cannot get detached

from the stretching device. When it 1s de-
sired to stretch the line taut for hanging up
the clothes, the screw is released from the line
and the latter drawn through the head B until

the line is stretehed tightly on the pulleys.
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The screw C is then clamped tightly to the

line again.

For releasing the line after use,the clamp 1s
loosened and the end of the line allowed to
pass through the T-shaped head up to the
knot d, whereby it hangs loosely on the pul-
leys without being liable to be strained and

broken by the contraction due to moisture.

Having thusdescribed my invention,I claim
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as new and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

The combination,with a clothes-line having
a loop at one end and a knot at the opposite
end, of a stretching device consisting of a per-
forated head, through which the knotted end
is passed, and a hand-serew for clamping or

releasing said line, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my invention I have signed my name in pres-

“ence of two subscribing witnesses.

FERDINAND SCHWEIZER.
~ Witnesses: -
JAKOB SUTER,
THEODOR STOHLER.
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