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GEORGE P. FULLER, OF MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA.

WASH -

BOARD.

SPECIFPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 336,910, dated March 2 1886,

Application filed June 3, 1885

o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GrorgE P. FULLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Minne-
apolis, in the county of Hennepin and State

of Minnesota, have invented 2 new and useful
Improvement in Wash-Boards, of which the

following is aspecification, reference bej ng had
to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to wash-boards; and
1t has for its object to provide an article of
this character which wil effect a rapid cleans-
Ing of the clothes with light rubbing, thussav-
Ing time, labor, and unnecessary wear upon
the goods. |

With these ends in view the said invention
consists in certain detuils of construction and
combination of parts, as will be herei nafter set

forth, and particularly pointed out in the

claim. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
& perspective view of my improved wash-
board. Fig, 2is a longitudinal vertical sec-
tion of the same. Fig. 3 is a transverse ver-
tical section. Fig. 4 is a detached view of a
portion of the corrugated plate, showing the
perforations therein made countersunk; and
Fig. 5 shows the walls of the perforations bent
or turned downward.

Like letters are used to indicate correspond-
ing parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, A is the body or
frame of the wash-board, having the usual
shape, and consisting of the side strips or rails,
B B, connected Intermediately of their ends
by the transverse pieces C (', and joined to-
gether at the top by the end rail, D. A board,
L, extends across and connects the side rails,
B, and end rail, D, on the inner side, so as to
form a soap-receptacle, in a manner and for

the purpose well known.
¥ designatesa corrngated zinc plate received

within the side strips and arranged between
the transverse pieces C (/. The upper and
lower ends of this plate are turned lnward, as
ab a, so as to be received within longitudizial

- 8lots b, provided in the u pper face of the pieces
C C. The side edges of the plate F are re-
ceived within longitudinal grooves or recesses
d, provided along the inner sides of the strips
or rails B, and in this manner the plate is se-
curely fitted in proper position, so0 as to be
held from detachment. The corrugations of
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. Berial No. 167,500, (No mcilel.)

| the plate I are very deep, and form clevated
arched ridges e, separated by deep furrows or

to keep the goods sufficiently damp in the

corrngations e are provided a series of perifo-
rations, h, the upper walls of which are made

or bent or turned downward, as in Fig. 5, s0
as to prevent them from cutting or otherwise
injuring the clothes. |

G G designate a pair of round vertical rods
having their respective ends fitted neatly in
the transverse pieces C (¥, these rods being

the plate F, so as to. support it in place.

The operation of my invention will be read-
ily understood in the foregoing description,
‘taken in connection with the annexed draw-
ings. The board is placed in an inclined po-
sition in a tub, and at about the usual angle
adopted for washing. The operator, after ap-
plyingsoap to the goods, arranges the same on
the corrugated plate ¥, and then by rubbing
the goods along the plate the washing is ef-
fected. It will be observed that by having
' the perforations only along the arched ridges
or corrugations the fabrie is brought in direct
contact with the perforations, th ereby securing
the direct action of the air, while at the same
time the deep furrows Separating the ridges
serve to retain the suds, and thus keep the
goods sufficiently damp while the washing is
going on. By having the holes or perfora-
tions made countersunk the walls of the holes
will not cut or wear the goods. Without this
arrangement the use of perforations in a wash-
board would be impracticable, and would have
to be abandoned; but by my construction I
provide a wash-board which will have less
wear upon the clothes, and be less laborious

suds are forced through the fabric at each
pressure of the goods upon the board, the
action effecting a rapid cleansing, and enabling
‘the work to be performed with facility. Tt
will be observed that the perforated plate F
does not have any backing to support it, but
18 held in place by the rodsG. The ordinary
board back used on washhoards makes a very
inelegant and cumbersome frame-work, and,

| besides, serves to confine sufficient moisture

to use. Iu the rubbing process both air and

depressions f, in which the suds are retained 55

ruabbing process. Along the arched ridges or

countersunk or beveled inward, as at Fig. 4, ¢ '
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arranged on each side of the middle 1ine of
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which corrodes the zine; but by having a per-
forated plate entirely independent of any |

frame-work, the wash-board-is made light,
strong, and durable, and will allow the plate to
dry readily, thereby preventing corrosion of
the zine from collections of moisture.

As shown in Fig. 8, the perforated plate 1s
arched or made higherinthe center, and slopes
downward toward each side edge. As the
rods G are arranged in rear of the plate F on
each side of its central line and bear agalust
the inner face of the plate of the arched center,
the latter is held from yielding inward by con-
stant use. | .

It will be understood that the arched con-
struction of the perforated plate is more de-
sirable for use than a flat surface, since 1t en-
ables the main portion of the board to come
out more readily in action while the washing
is being performed.

In order to define the nature, scope, and
advantages of my invention, I would have 16
understood that heretofore it has been pro-

posed to construct a wash-board with a perfo-

rated boly or backing, and having a fluted or

ribbed rubbing-board made of glass and se-

cured over thebacking. Holes were provided
in the furrows between the ribs of the rubbing-
board, to register with the perforations of the
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body, so that while rubbing the clothes soap- 30

suds could find a ready escape. My invention
differs from this in many particulars, inas-
much as I provide the perforations in the
rideges, and not in the furrows, enabling the
latter to retain the suds, and in this manner
the perforations perform an entirely different
function, since they allow the air to circulate

through the clothes during the rubbing pro-

cess. Turtherniore, in the construction above
disclaimed the suds will not be retained be-
tween the ridges of the rubbing-board, as in
my arrangement. . |

Having deseribed my invention, I claim—

‘A wash-board provided with a corrugated
rubbing-surface forming ridges separated by
furrows or depressions and holes or perfora-
tions provided in the ridges only for the eir-
culation of air, the furrows being imperforate,
and thus serving to retain a supply of suds,
as set forth. .
" In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own [ have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE P. FULLER.

Witnesses:
EDWARD G. SIGGERS,
G. B. HARRIS.
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