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To all whom it may Concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES A. LUDLOW,
of the city of Bridgeport, in the county of
Fairfield and State of Connecticut, have in-

5 venteda new and useful Improvement in the |

Method of Making Rugs, Fringe, &c., and in

Material Therefor, of which the following is a
specification. |

The making of rugs,mats,and other articles

10 for household use from worsted or carpet-waste

now formsa very popular and instructive home

occupation for Jadies and children. Such rugs

or mats commonly consist of a body-piece of

fabriec which is of coarse material-——such as

1 bagging,ticking, or canvas—having a tufted

surface produced by sewing thereon loops of

worsted or other waste material; and an 1im-

portant object of my invention isto providea

method wherebysuch rugs may be more read-

20 ily made by the use of an ordinary sewing-

machine than has been possible heretofore.

In carrying out my invention L first provide

strips of pasteboard, card-board, or other

analogous fragile material, which are of any
25 desired length and of suitable width—say
about one inch-—and then wind around such
strips from end to end worsted, fine-cut rags,
carpet-waste, or other material which it is de-
‘sired to employ in making the rug.
30 take a body-piece of fabric, of suitable size,
and on the surface thereof I sew these previ-
ously-wound strips of card-board’ or other ma-
terial, and after each stripis sewed on Isever
the worsted or other winding at the edges of
35 the strip with a knife or scissors, after which
the card-board or other strip,which has been
nearly or guite cut in two through the center
by the sewing operation, may be readily re-
moved in two parts from the line of stitching,
40 leaving the worsted or other material attached
to the body fabric in short pieces or tufts
stitched through their center upon the fabric.
In sewing these wound strips one after an-
other upon the body fabric, I preferably leave
15 the outer edge of each wound strip uncut un-
til the next wound strip has been tucked un-
der said outer edge and sewed down to the
body fabric. By this means I am enabled to
gat each strip more aceurately into place with
so reference to the line of sewing previously
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' made than woald "bef possible if both edges of

the last strip applied were cut and the por-
tions of the strip removed before the next
strip were placed in proper position and sewed
to the body fabrie. o

In the accompanying drawings, Iigure 1
represents an outline view of a rug made ac-
cording to my invention,a portion thereofonly
being represented as complete. Fig. 2 rep-
resents a sectional view of a portion of the 6o
body fabric and the tufted facing secured there-
on. Ifig. 3 represents a wound strip of paste-
board, card-board, or similar soft and fragile
material ready to be sewed upon the body
fabric in the making of a rug. Kig. 4 repre-
sents an unwound strip which is slotted in its
central portion, for a purpose hereinafter de-
scribed. TFig. 5 represents a portion of the
body fabric with strips applied thereto, il-
lastrating more clearly the manner in which
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| the strips-are placed thereon, one after an-

other, ready for sewing; and Fig. 6 represents
a portion of a wound strip,illustrating my in--

' vention as applied to the making of fringe
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suitable for application to rugs and other ar-

ticles of analogous character.

- Similar letters of reference designate corre-.

sponding parts in all the figures.
I then |

A designates a body fabric of proper size

for the making of a rug, and which may be of 8o

bagging, ticking, canvas, or other coarse or
strong material. To make a rug, this body
fabric is to be covered with tufted material
and provided, if desired,with fringeat the end.
In order to make the rug, I first take strips b,
of pasteboard, card-board, or other compara-
tively soft and fragile material, which the nee-
dle of a sewing-machine will readily pierce,
and which are of approximately uniform width -

from end to end and of any desired length. go
These strips may be, for example, from one inch
to oneand a quarter inch wide, more or less.
I then take such pasteboard or other strips B
and wind them closely from end to end with
yarn, worsted, carpet-waste, or other material,
C, with which it is desired to cover the body
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fabric A. Tor winding these strips I may

employ any suitable apparatus or mechanism;
but they may be conveniently wound by
means of the appliances shown in my appll- 100




15 center of the wound strip and passing through
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be wound by hand, if desired.

- The strip B may be imperforate throughout

5 that portion which is covered with the worst-
~ed or material C; or it may bé provided with

slots d, extending lengthwise therein,as shown

In Fig. 4, and serving a purpose hereinafter
~ described. The method of applying these

1o previously-wound strips B C to the body fab-
ric A will be best understood by reference to

- Fig. 5. To do this it is only necessary to sew

each wound strip to the body fabric by a line
of stitching, a, extending through about the

~ the wound strip and the body fabric. After

- this is done the worsted or other winding, O, is

~cut by a knife or seissors at the edges of the
strip, and the two portions of the strip which

20 are formed by its division or weakening by the

sewing of the machine - needle may be then

drawn out laterally from the winding, leaving |

~the winding C in short tufts secured to the
fabric by the lines of stitching and having

~shown in Fig. 2.

In order that a new strip, when placed on

the body fabric preparatory to sewing thereon,
‘may be brounght to its proper position rela-

tively to th

sert the new strip under the edge of the one

- last sewed on before the worsted is cut at such

edge of the strip last sewed on. This will be
readily understood from Fig. 5, and facilitates

viously formed. =

It is desirable to slit or slot the strips B of

pasteboard, as represented in Fig. 4, because

40 then the needle of the sewing-machine will not

have to perform the labor of puncturing the

pasteboard, and the worsted or material C will
be sewed more tightly to the body fabric.

The strips B may be wound with material
of different colors, and may be applied to the
body fabric so as to form artistic patterns in
the completed rug. Such a pattern is repre-
sented by pen-shading in the completed por-
tion of the rng shown in Fig. 1. The strips,
being of pasteboard, may,when wound, be cut
trapsversely to obtain any length desired to
produce the pattern. Tor instance, if strips
of red are being applied to the body tabric,
and itis desired to have an inch length of black,
it 1S only necessary to cut from a strip wound
with black material a piece of one inch in
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length, and sew it to the body fabricat the end

of the piece wound with red material. S0,
also, if the wound strips are not of the proper
length to extend across the body fabric, they
may be cut abt any point transversely to their
length, and by the operation of sewing be
joined or abutted end to end upon the body
fabric. |
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ing fringe C¥, such as is suitable to be applied
to the ends or marginal portions of a rug of

‘the kind deseribed.
iled April 9, 1885. . Such strips may, indeed,

tions removed, thereby forming a fri nge,

stitching a. |

e strip last applied, I prefer to in-

‘the placing of the new strip in proper posi-
tion relatively to the line of stitching a pre-

In Fig. 61 haveillustrateda method of mak-

236,524

In making fringe accord-

1ng to this method [ wind a strip, B, of paste-

board or other fragile material, with a cover- 70

Ing of worsted or other material, C, and I then
sew through the strip a line of stitches, a,

whieh are very near one edge thereof, and by

which the worsted winding on opposite sides
‘ofthe strip will be connected. The worsted or

other covering material, C, is then severed by
2 knife or scissors at both edges of the strip,

‘and the pasteboard or other filling, B, which
‘has been partly divided by the line of stitchés

«,1s removed and thrown away.
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In Fig. 6 I have represented a strip one por-

| tion of which is wound and sewed, but has not
‘Deen cut at the edges of the strip, and in the

other portion of which the winding material =

U has been cut at the edges and the strip por-

composed of parallel threads or yvarns, which

are securely connected together by the line of

It will be seen that by my invention I pro-

{ vide for making home-made rugs, mats, and
their ends presented upward and blended, as

other articles very much more rapidly and
simply than by any

whole method may be carried out by the per-

son making the rug, or the strips of paste-
board or other fragile material, B,may be sold

by fancy stores already wound with worsted

| or other material, and ready to be employed

In the making of rugs by sewing them to a
body fabric.

employ a fork or

then wind such fork or device transversely
with the worsted, rags, or other material em-
ployed, and to finally sew the wound material
to a body fabric by a line of stitching extend-
ing parallel with and between the tines or
members, after which the fork is withdrawn
lengthwise and the loops of material are cut.
I do not claim such a method as of my inven-
tion. "

The strips of pasteboard which I employ
are of approximately uniform width and thick-
ness throughout, and inasmuch as there is no
projection on the faces of such wourd strips
they may be sewed to the body fabric by a
line of stitching at any point in their width,
and may be applied by any sewing-machine,
no matter what the width of its presser-foot
may be. The strip serves as a guide for cut-
ting the material wound round it, and it is so
weakened by the needle of thesewing-machine
puncturing it along the line of stitching that

the portions on opposite sides of the line may

be readily torn apart and removed laterally
atter the worsted or other winding material is
cut. | |
What I elaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— |
1. The improvement in the art of making
rugs and analogous articles, eonsisting in pro-

 viding strips of pasteboard or other fragile

other means heretofore
used of which I have knowledge, and the
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~ Tam aware that it is not new in the art of
making rugs and fringe to _
i device having parallel tines or members, to
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material of approximately uniform width and
thickness, in winding such strips with worsted

or other material from end to end, in sewing

strips so wound to a body fabric by a line or
lines of stitching extending lengthwise of the
wound strips, and in then severing the wind-
ing material at the edges of the strips and re-
moving the portions of the strips on opposite
sides of the line of stitching, leaving the wound
material in the form of tufts attached to the
body fabrie, substantially as herein described.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a strip
orstrips of pasteboard or other fragile material

which will be readily pierced by the needle of | strip,

a sewing-machine, and which are of approxi-
mately uniform width and thickness from end
to end, wound with worsted or other covering
or tufting material, as C, for ase in the manu-
facture of rugs and other articles, substan-
tially as herein described.

3. The improvément in the art of making

rugs and other articles, consisting In winding
strips of pasteboard or other fragile material
with worsted or other covering material,C, in

sewing such strips to a body fabric by lines of 25

stitehing extending lengthwise of the strips,
and in then cutting the covering material ab
the edges of the strip and removing the por-
tions of the strip remaining on opposite sides
of the line of stitching, each strip being in-
serted under the edge of the strip previously

sewed to the body fabric before the material is

cut ab the outer edge of such previously-sewed
substantially as herein described.

CHAS. A. LUDLOW.

Witnesses:
A. R. LACEY,
- C. N. WORTHEN.
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