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To all whom it el Cconcerm:

Be it knownthat I, ROBERT E. POINDEXTER,
of the city of Indianapolis, county of Marion,
and State of Indiana, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Handles for

Tobacco-Knives, of which the following 18 &
specification. 3 |
My said invention consists 1n an improved
construction of handles for tobacco-knives,
particularly in the formationof a clamp on the
lower end of said handle, whereby the blade
thereto, and a cheaper and more efficlent knife
produced than those heretofore in use, as will
be hereinafter more particularly set forth.
Referring to the- accompanying drawings,
which are made a part hereof, and on which
similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts, Figure 1 is a side elevation of a tobacco-
knife complete, the blade and handle of which
are secured together by my invention; Fig. 2,
a perspective view of the lower part of the
handle separate, the two parts of the clamp
being detached; Fig. 3, a central vertical sec-
tion through the lower portion of Fig. 1 on

the dotted line 3 3; Fig. 4, a cross-section of’

the same on the dotted line 4 4; and Iig. 5, &
view similar to Fig. 3, except that one of the
rivets is shown as extending only part of the
way through the clamp. ,

Tn said drawings, the portions marked A
represent the blade of the knife, and B the
handle. Theblade A is of any ordinary or de-
sired construction suitable for the purpose, and
therefore needs no special description. Tbhe
handle B is of a common construction, except
at its lower end, which is provided with the
clamp for securing the blade thereto. Sald
clamp is formed in two parts,
which, B, is cast integral with the main part
of the handle, and the other of which, B’ 1s
formed separate, as shown. Said part B’ is
formed with a shoulder, b, at its upper end,
against which the upperend of the blade bears,
other shoulders, o', being formed at the lower
end of the main part of the handle, against
which corresponding formations of the upper
end of said part B*fit. Rivets 5% 0%, and b*
are algo formed on the face of the said part B,
for securing the parts together, said part B
having

corresponding holes therein to receive

B’ and B? oneof | -

them.

The parts are both preferably provided

with a central longitudinal ridge on their
backs, which are formed thick at thelr top
ends and taper to an edge at their lower ends. 55
They are also formed tapering in width from
top tobottom, thereby bringing the lower ends

of the parts to a point, as shown. Thus, when
the knife is in use, this point will enter the
pith of the stalk and guide it in its downward 60
course, and its wedge formation will operate
to spread the parts of said stalk apart and
hold them away from contact withthe hand of
the operator. As shown, One of the rivets, b,
isformed on thelower end of the handie proper,
just above the top of the wedge-shaped ridge,
and engages withahole formed in an extended
neck on the upper end of the part B’ Being
thus behind theend of the ridge, it willnot come
in contact with the stalk, and consequently
does not require to be as smoothly finished as
the others, and thus lessens the work ot fitting.

In Fig.5 I show the central hole in the part
B® extending through only a portion of 1ts
thickness, and the rivet &’ correspondingly
short. By this construction only one rivet has
to be ¢ finished off,”’ and the work 18 thereby
considerably lessened, although the fastening
is of course less secure than that shownin the
principal figures. By this construction, as will
be readily seen, the work of fitting is greatly
lessened, and the cost of the knife correspond-
ingly diminished, and a knife is also provided
with no ragged edges, screw-heads, or bolt-
heads to catch the fiber of the stalks, the ad-
jacent faces of the parts of the clamp being
preferably formed somewhat concave, thereby
insuring that the edges of said parts will be
drawn down tightly against the faces of the
blade. | QO
~ Having thus fully described my said inven-
tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 15—

1. The combination, in& tobacco-knife, ofthe
blade A and handle B, said handle B being pro-
vided with a clamp on its lower end, consist-
ing of the part B', formed integrally therewith
and having rivets formed thereon, and the part
B, provided with holes adapted to receive said
rivets, said blade being interposed between
said parts, whereby said blade and handle are
rigidly secured together, snbstantially as set
forth. | |

2. The combination of the
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B, having the part B’ formed thereon, said part
B’ provided with a shoulder for ‘the end of
sald blade to bear against, and rivets b? §? b,
and the part B? having holés to receive said
rivets, said blade being mounted on the rivets
between said parts, whereby said handle is se-
cured thereto, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination, in a tobacco-knife, of
the blade and handle, said handle being pro-
vided with aclamp, a part of which is formed to
fitto each side of said blade, each of which parts
1s formed tapering from the top to a pointed

thin edge at the bottom and bhas a longitudi-
nal ridge formed on its back, and means for
securing
set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this

15th day of September, A, D. 1885.

ROBERT E. POINDEXTER. [L. s.)

In presence of—
E. W. BRADFORD,
CUHARLES L. THURBER.

sald parts together, substantially as 15
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