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Applieation filed March 24, 1885.

Serial No. 139,997, (No model.)

Do all whom it muy concerm:

Be 1t known that I, HENRY 8. GINTHER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bridgeport, in the county of Lawrence and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Impwvemems in Fences, of which
the following is a specification, 1eferel1ce be-
ing had therein to the accompanying dl’lW*
ing.

"\Iy invention relates to improvements in
fences, and is designed to produce a sec-
tional fence, easily and quickly set up or taken
down, and adapted to irregular lines or cor-

ners, that may be quickly opened at any

point for the passage of either persons or ve-
hicles. ‘Thefenceis peculiarly fitted for farm-

lands, or wherever large tracts of land are in-

closed and passage is frequently desirable at
points not supplied with gates.

The Improvement consists in a fence com-
posed of a series of panels, rigid as regards
vertical movement, centrally pwoted and se-
cured one to the other by removable fastening
devices, so that each will form a readily-oper-
ated swivel-gate, and also in peculiarities of
construction set forth in the claims.

In deseribing the device reference is had to
the annexed drawing, showing a perspective

- view of the device.
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Kach panel, A, of fencing is secured to a
disk, B, which has projecting from its under
surface a pin, G, resting normally in a block,
D, of any suitable material set 1n the ground
The ends of the rails of the panels are rab-
beted, as shown at E, and the panels are

| j’oined together by ke}fs Frand wedges G,
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~ having hinges L.

passing through the overlapping rails. A¢
corners or angles a rabbeted angle- piece, H,
1s used.

The post I, raised on one of the disks or
pivots B, is used for a gate, K, the same
sShort rabbeted pieces M,

- with enlargements having passages for the

5C

post, connect the panels to it, By removing
the keys it 18 evident that the panels may
be turned or swiveled, and so be used in lien
of gates, or perform the same otiice.

The device 1s adaptable to any panel- fence;
and the Invention is not confined to the ex-
act construction shown, the right to vary the

same, consistently with the spirit of the mven-
tion, being reserved.

I am aware that gates have heretofore been
pivoted centrally, and also that fences have
been constructed with panels pivotally con-
nected one to the other and flexible to move
vertically, so that the panels might be ad-
justed vertically and laterally; and I am also
aware that panels have been placed at an an-
gle one to the other with the contiguous ends
secured together by angle - pieces; but I am
not aware that a fence has heretofore been
construected with panels, each of which 1s sup-
ported by a central pivot, and each adapted
to perform the function of a gate; nor am 1
aware that a fence of the character deseribed
has had the panels provided with rabbeted
ends, which overlap, forming stops for the
sald panels when used as gates, and forming
seats for the fastening devices, at the same 7o
time leaving a smooth surface or finish to the
joints. I am not aware that the panels have
heretofore been supported on a large bear-
ing or swivel plate that is secured to said
panel, thus relieving the pivotal pin from lat- 75
eral wear and preventing the said panel from
sagging—as the pancls would be seldom used
as gates, the friction and wear of such bear-
ings would be immaterial; nor am I aware
that angle-pieces, asshown and desceribed, are 8Sc
old.

The panel I use is perfectly rigid as regards
vertical movement.

I claim—

1. A fence constructed of rigid panels, each 85
of which is mounted upon a central pivot,
sald panels being connected one to the other
by removable kevs substantially as and for
tne purpose sl)eclhed

2. A fence constructed of panels, each of go
which is pivoted centrally and supported by
sald pivot, the ends of each panel being rab-
beted and there normally overlapping, and
removable wedges passing through the over-
lapping portions, substantially as and for the g3
purpose specified,

3. A panel for a fence having a central
pivotal support consisting of a bearing-plate
or disk secured to the panel and having a
pin projecting from its under side, and a block 10C
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in which the pin normally rests, substantially In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

as and for the purpose specified. presence of two witnesses.
4, A fence consisting of centrally - pivoted | | o
panels having contiguous overlapping rab- HENRY S. GINTHER.

5 beted ends keyed together and rabbeted an- |
gle-pieces securing the panels together at the Witnesses:
angles of the fence, substantially as and for - A. M. MAXWELL,

the purpose specified. _ - . W. Bunn.
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