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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, EzrA W. CARTER, of
Cohoes, county of Albany, and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Shirt Boards or Hangers, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description,reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, making part of this speci-
fication. |

My invention relates to an improvement in
frames or dummies for holding wet wearing-
apparel, underclothing,or garments or articles
made from woolen or other fabrics which are
liable to shrink or lose their shapein the pro-
cess of drying.

While especially adapted to wet garments,
tor the purpose of preventing shrinkage there-
of, the device hereinafter described may be
employed as a suit hanger or support for dry
clothing, and will be found' very convenient
and efficient.

My invention consists of a frame ordummy
made substantially in the form of the garment
which 18 to be placed thereon, and composed
of several plates or pieces of stout wire, so
formed, bent, and twisted, and then hinged or
linked together as to adapt the frame as a
whole to be folded up or upon itself until it is
brought into very compact form for storage or
transportation.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents my improved folding shirt or gar-
ment board or dummy for holding articles of
wear during the process of drying. Figs. 2
and o show thesamein a folded position. Fig.
4 1llustrates a modification in the form of joint
and locking device, and Fig. b a modification
in construction of my improved shirt-board.

A, A’,B,and B’ represent four pieces of wire,
which togetherform myimproved shirt-board.
The pieces A and A’ form the main frame of
the device, and B and B’ the sleeve-supports
thereof. A and A’ are each formed or bent
mto substantially a half-rectangle, and are
provided each at five points, «*, ¢*, ¢*, ¢°, and
«’, with loops, as shown, formed by twisting
the wire upon itself. By meansof the loops ¢
«’,formed upon the ends of these half-frames,
the halves are united,as shown,and are adapt-
ed by such loop-joint to be folded omne half

‘upon the other. The half-frame A by prefer-

‘position,

ence is provided with catches ¢ ¢'—one at.each
extremity—formed by extending the ends of
the wire slightly beyond the loops ' ¢, and
ogiving it another turn or twist just sutficient
to form a small hook or finger, which, when
the two halves of the shirt frame or board are
brought into the same plane, can be sprung
over the wire A’, serving to lock the half-
frames in the desired position for use, and
prevent accidental collapsing of the same.

As before stated, B and B" represent the
sleeve-supports of the shirt-board,being made
of sufficient length and dimensions to accom-
modate the sleeves of a shirt. They are each
made from one piece of wire, provided with
loopsd*b’—oneateachend—whichpassthrough
the loops ¢’ and «’, respectively, of the main
or body frame, thus also serving to adapt the
arms or sleeve-supports B and B’ to be folded
over upon the parts A and A’, which in turn
fold one upon the other,as hereinabove stated.
Preferably at the upper joint, 0, between the
parts B and B’ and A and A’, other locks or
catches, b and ', are provided, similar to
those ¢ and «a', before described, the purpose
being to lock and hold the arms B and B’ in
the same plane with frame A A'—the desired
Thus it will be seen a very simple,
cheap, and duarable shirt board or frame 1s se-
cured, one which is capable of being folded
into very compact form for storage or trans-
portation,and which,when opened up for use,
may be locked in position by the means de-
seribed, as if made from a single piece of
wire.

In lieu of the lock-joint described, a joint
similar to that shown in Ifig. 4 may be em-
ployed, which consists in connecting the two
ends of wire by a link, C, and providing a
sliding sleeve, ', which may be moved along
the wire until it covers joint C. DBeing of suf-
ficient length, 1t will prevent the breaking of
the joint and hold the parts in a fixed rela-
tion. Yhen this form of joint and lock 1is
employed, it is desirable to make the part
perform the double office of a lock and hang-
er, which 18 accomplished by constructingthe
sliding lock in the form shown in Ing. 4, and
providing 1t with a perforation, ¢

Instead of using wire for constructing the

| shirt-board, as described above, plates D 1)
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card- bomds coated with Shellac varnish, or

other water - proof compound ma,y be em-

ployed, and common stiff hinges, d d e ¢, pro-
vided for adapting the parts to be folded one
upon the other, so that the device may be
brought into compact form.

In the foregoing specification 1 have de-
scribed only a shirt board or frame; bub it
will be seen that drawer and pantaloon boards
or frames, or frames adapted to other gar-
ments or wearing-apparel may be constructed

in a similar manner without departing from

my invention.
Having now described m y Invention, I claim

as new—
1. A folding shirt or drawer board madein

the form of the garment to which 1t 18 to be ap-

plied, and constructed in sections hinged or

linked together, for the purpose and substan-
tially as described.

- 2. A folding shirt or drawer board frame
made to conform to the shape of the garment
towhichitisto beapplied,and made in sections

336,290

1S adapted to be folded into compact form, in

the manner substantially as described.
- 3. A shirt or drawer board frame con-
structed from several pieces of wire;and made

of metal or boards, or even paper or | hinged or linked together, mhbrebysmd frame 25

in the form of the garment to which it is to 30

| be applied, said pieces of wire or sections of

the frame being linked together, whereby the

frame is adapted to be folded into compact

form, for the purpose and Subshntla]]y as de-

seribed.
4. A folding shirt or drawer board con-

‘structed entllely of wire,and conforming,sub-

Stantlally,to the shape of the garment to which
it is to be applied, and adapted, when opened
out for use, to be locked in such position, In
the manner substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand this 18th day of March, A. D. 1885

EZRA W. CARTER

- Withesses: |
HENRY A. STRONG,
GHARLES E. LANSING
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