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Be it known that I, JosEpH H. CLIFTON,

of Weston, in the county of Lewis and State

of West Vlrglma, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Fire-Escapes, of which

the following is a description.

My invention is an improvement in fire-es-
capes; and it has for an object to provide a
fire-escape which, when not in use, may be

adjusted entirely within the house out of sight

from the street and may be (]mcl{]y adjusted
for use.

The 1nvention 001:181818 in the movel con-
struction and combination of parts, as will be
hereinafter explained.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a pelspectlve
view of my mventlon as in use. Fig. 2 1s a,

horizontal section lookiug down on the fire-

escape, and Fig, 31s a detail perspective view
of the device, all of which will be described.
The device consists of a main orsupporting
plate,” A, a swinging arm or plate, B, and a
pulley, C.
conveniently secured to the framing of ahouse,
usuaily by providing it with holes « for the
reception of screws. In use this plate A 1S

secured to the check of a window-frame with

one or its outer edge extended to or slightly
past the edge of the wmdow -opening. To the
sald outer edge of plate A 18 hinged the inner
edge of the arm or plate B, usually by means
of the pivot-bolt D, as shown. This arm B is
extended at b a sufficient distance for its outer
end to project beyond the outer edge of a

window-sill, as will be understood from Flg
1. 1In the outer end of the arm B, I form an

- opening, E, into which catches the hook ¢ of

45

the pulley C. This pulley C may be an ordi-
nary snatch or pulley block, and may be pro-
vided with one,fwo ormowpulleys asdesired.
The opemtwu is simple and will be readily
understood on 1nspection of the drawings.
When notin use,the arm or plate B is fold-
ed tlat against plate A. within the room, as in-

dicated in dotted lines, Fig. 2, When desired

for nse,itis only necessary to raise the window
and turn the arm B thereout, as shown In
Figs. 1 and 2, the pulley- block being con-
nected therew ith.

I form the plate A so it can be

Wy

The rope F-is preferably coated with asbestus 5o
to render 1t fire-proof.

1t 1s preferred to usetwo pulleys and to dis-
pose the ends of the ropes thereover, as shown,

‘to form a seat, f,for the escaping person, who
by grasping the ascending portions of the 55

rope, may regulate his deseent. |
It will be notlced that the adjustment of the

‘device into or out of operative position may

‘Sition.

!

be effected in a moment.

The deviece being small and_enLue]yhlduen 60
from view from the outside when not in use
in nowise injures the appearance of a build-
ing. It can also be furnished at small cost,
coming within the reach of all classes.

It 1s preferr&d to use a fastening by whieh %
to hold the arm B in its outer or 0perat1ve Po-
This fastening is shown consisting of
an L-shaped button, G, pivoted at g to the

| window-frame or other support, and having a

wing, G', adapted to be turned down over the 70
arm B and secure same, as will be clearly un-
derstood from Fig. 1. This fastening pre-
vents any movement of the arm B and secures
the same rigidly and firmly in place.

Having thus described my invention, what 75
I claim as new 1s—

1. A fire-escape consisting of a plate, A,
an arm, B, hinged at its inner edge to the
plate A and provided near its oufer “end with
a pulley, substantially as set forth.

9. The combination, in a fire-escape, of a
plate, A, a plate, B, hmﬂ'ed to plate A, and
having an extension, b, pmVlded near 1ts 011[361
end Wlbh an Openmg, F and the pulley-block
having a hook enuaged in opening I, sub- 83
stantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with a support, of the
arm B, pivotally supported, and a button, G,
pwoted to the support and movable into and
out of engagement with the arm B, substan- go
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tially.as and for the purposes SPeclﬁed

JOSEPH H. CLIFTON.

Witnesses: _
P. B. TURPIN,
SOLON C. KEMON,




- Letters Patent No. 335

Correction in

896,

;

J upon the application of Joseph H. Clifton, of Weston, West Virgivia, for an improve-
| ment in “ Fire HEscapes,” a1l error appears in the printed specification requiring correc-
‘T tion, as follows: In line 27, the word “gcheck ” should be stricken ont and the word

| cheek inserted instead; and that the said Letters Patent should be read with this cor-

Signed, countersigned, and sealed this 16th day of February, A. D. 1886,

[SEAL.] - H. L. MULDROW,
| Acting Secretary of the Interior.

Countersigned :
' M. V. MONTGOMERY,
Commissioner of Patents.
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