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1o all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WiLrLiam C. ARM-

STRONG, a. citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at Springfield, in the county of Clark and

5 State of Ohio, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Grave - Vaults, of
~which the following is a specification.

- My invention relates to that class of grave-

vaults or burial-cases which are made of strong

locking devices adapted, when closed, to per-

manently lock the case, thus reudering it burg-
lar-proof. | |

The objects of thisinvention are to simplify

15 the construction of devices of this kind, and

to provide for sealing or cementing the joint

of the device after it is locked, thus rendering ?

it water-proof as well as burglar-proof.
My invention consists in the constructions
20
scribed and claimed. | |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a longitudinal sectional elevation view of a de-
vice embodying my invention. Fig. 2isapar-
tial transversesectional view of the same. Fig.
3 18 a plan view of one end of the ease with
the cover removed. . Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of one of the locking devices in detail.
Figs. b, 6, and 7 are detailed views of the
clamping devices referred to hereinafter.

Like parts are indicated by similar letters
of reference throughout the several views.

In the said drawings, A represents the body
of the case or vault, and B the top or cover of
the same, each of said parts being constructed
ot strong sheet metal, preferably boiler-iron,
and riveted up in the ordinary manner.
Around the inside of the case or vault, a short
digtance below the top thereof, I secure an an-
gle-iron, a,which extends entirely around said
casing, forminga ledge or flange thereon. The
top of the casing A, just above this angle-iron,
1 fiange outwardly, forming a channel, b, into
which the cover B is adapted to rest. The
45 cover B is also provided with a flange, ¢,of an-

gle iron secured on the inside around the im-

mediate bottom thereof. Between the flanges

thus formed I place,when closing the vauls, a

strip, d, of rubberor other packing, thus form-

5o ing atight joint between the different parts of
- the case.
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In the wupperpart of the cover B, at each end

~of the cover, so that the rivets which hold the
material and provided with inclosed automatic

and combinations of parts hereinafter de-

across the ends of the casing A, isin the same
‘horizontal plane with and formsa continuation

thereof,isasupporting-sheet, C, :idapted tosup-
port the spring-catches DD, which serve to au-
tomaticaily lock the vanlt when closed. These

SR
supporting-sheets C are provided at the top

and bottom with flanges ¢ and ¢*, respect-

ively, the top flange, ¢, being riveted to the
flange of the end piece of the cover B, and said
end plece afterward riveted to the top piece 6o

supporting-sheets C are covered up from the
outside. The spring-eatches D D are support-

ed In the lower flange, ¢*, of the supporting-
‘sheet Cyand project downward, and are adapt- 5 5

ed to engage with the angle-iron or flange o

‘in the top of the easing A, at the end thereof, '

as hereinafter more fully set forth.

The spring-catches each consist of an arrow-
shaped catch composed of a single piece, e, of 7o
flat steel, bent as shown in Fig. 4, with the two

‘ends thereof riveted or otherwise secured to

opposite sides of a square bolt or rod, ¢/. This
rod or bolt ¢’ is screw-threaded at one end,and
1s adapted to project through suitable holesin 75

“the flange ¢’ of the snpporting-sheet C, and is

secured therein by nuts f f,adapted to screw up .

-againgt the opposite sides of said flange ¢

The angle-iron or flange ¢/, which extends
80

of the angle-iron ¢ which extends along the
sides of the casing; but the top wing or flange
thereof is somewhat wider, and is provided
with openings ¢ ¢ therein, into which the
spring-catches D are adapted to enter. These
openings ¢ g are preferably punched out, and
are provided on two sides with downwardly-
projecting lips A i, formed by pressing a por-
tion of the metal outward on opposite sides of 9C
the opening, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3,

1t will be seen now that-as the cover B is
placed on the lower casing, A, the spring-
catches will enter the openings ¢, and being
forced therein will be compressed until the ar-
row-shaped head has passed through said open-
ings,after which the spring-catches will expand
and engage with the projecting 1ips % % on the
under side of the openings ¢. This construe-
tion, it will be seen, formsa ver

95

strong and effective catch or locking device.
In addition to the automatic locking devices

above described I provide on the outside of

the case or vault a series of clamps, E, adapt-

ysimplethough 100 )



-~ tween the flanges a and ¢..
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-~ ed, when the case is closed, to. dra,w the pfu.t% 1
SR t-1ght]y together against the packing-strip be-
These clamps mayr

~be made In any convenient form.

| 5' ~In Fig. b is shown a simple stud' 7{: Secured;
7 ap the bottom by a metallicelip, £ -attaehed to |
- _the lower 'part of the case: and adapted to pro--

- to the uppel palt or cover, B 'S“le Stud bemg;
10 .prowded Wlth 2 nut k by means of which the

In I‘]g 6 a clampmn‘ Tod is ShO?iI] whwh 18

- made detachable by pmv1dmg therem at the; : o
| composed of two par ts adapted to fit one into 4_5' o

- parts togethel

- After the case is closed the cla,mps T are

S tlghtened drawing the upper and lower parts:
- of the vault ﬁrmly together against the pack-
. 5 ing d, atter which the channel  around the |

gaﬂ*e In s(ud openmgs, clampmg dewees on the
outside of said casing, and a water-proof cem- |
~ent in the channel about Sdld joint, substan- SEERE
| tlally as set forth. . |

5 gle plece of steel beut as descubed d:ﬂd havmcr .
‘both ends secured to a bolt or bar, said catch

being adapted toengage retammg pleees sub 3 5 : ; :

-Stantlally as set forth.:

2. The combination, with: the arrow - head

Spring - catches formed of a single piece Of' | ; o
steel, as described, and secured in the top or =
cover of the vault, "of the angle-iron flange se- 40: o

cured in the lower part of the vault and pro-

| vided with openings therein havmg depend- .
1ng lips, substantially as specified.

3 The combination, with the metalhc case

| the other, so as to form a channel around the
joint ther eof, of angle-iron flanges above and
- | below said joint,one of said ﬂzzmges being pro- .
| vided with openings therein having depending -
? flips an elaqtic gasket betweea Sald ﬂa,ncres, 5O

Intestimony wher eof I have hereunto set m y

handthlsZdeayoprul A.D.188.
o 'WILLIAM C. ARMSTRONG.

"Wltneqses
CHASE STEWART,

Jomt 1.&', ﬁlled mth a w&ter p1oof cement thusz |

30 clalm—-;

1. In an autonntlcally 1001{1110' grave vzmlt? I PauL A. STALEY.
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