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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, KENESS F. RIcCE, a citi-
zen of the United Sbates residing at Eureka
Springs, in the county of Carroll and State of
Arkansas, have invented a new and useful
Improvemenb in Bustles, of which the follow-
Ing 1s a specification, reference being hftd to

the accompanying drawings.
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My invention has relation to improvements
in bustles; and the novelty consists in the
peculiar construetion, combination, arrange-
ment, and adaptation of the various parts for
service, substantially as hereinafter fully set
forth, .:‘md particularly pointed out in the
claims. -

It is the especial object of my invention to
provide a device of the character stated which
shall yield or give when pressure or strain is
exerted or forced thereon, thus insuring a
greater degree of comfort to the wearer, which
shall not be liable to breakage or dlSp]d.('e-
ment, which will automatically resume its
normal position when strain or pressure there-
on is released, and which shall combine sim-
plicity, streng th and durability of construe-
tion with thomugh effectiveness of operation,
cheapness of manufacture, and non-liability
to rust or corrode, and thus save the clothmg
of the wearer from objectionable stains.

I have shown an embodiment of my inven-
tion in the accompanying drawings, in which
Figure 1 isa plan view of my improved bustle.
I‘Ju* 2 is an elevation thereof, and Ifig. 3 is
a \«ertloal fransverse sectional view taken
through the supporting rodsand bands to one

side of the middle ring of the bustle, showing

said ring partly in section and elevation. Fig.

4 is a detached detail view showing the man-

ner of connecting the supporting-rings with
the elastic con11eet1nﬂ'-stra,ps and sustaming-

wires.

- Like letters of reference denote correspond
:mg parts in the several figures of the dmw-
ings, referring to which—

A designates my 1mproved bustle, which
comprises a series of rings, B B, conuected
together by means of elastic flexible straps or
bands C ¢’ and rods D DY, the peculiar ar-
rangement and constructlon of which I will
now proceedto describe. The ring B’is made
larger or of greater diameter than its fellow

|

the series of rings B being arranged in a
curved line or arc of a circle on each side of
said middle ring, and each suceessive ring to-

ward either end of the device from the middle
ring outwardly decreasing in size or diameter,

and arranged ashort distance from each othe1
and at different angles, similar to the radii
of a circle, - Bach ring is made of an elastie
non-corrosive substance—as, for instance, rub-
ber—and is arranged in a Vertical-position,
and at a distance fromand at an angle to each
other, as above described, thus presenting a
bustle which as an entuety 1s curved longi-

tudinally and tapered from its middle toward
each end. This peculiar form is greatly pre-
ferred, and 1 therefore so construct the parts
that they will assume this shape. The flexi-

ble elastic bands C (' are arranged at the frong
and rear sides of theelastie rings, «wnd are con-

nected together at the ends of the bustle by
means of rivets ¢, or otherwise, one of said

straps being extended to form waistbands as

at I, adapted to secure the device to the waist
of the wearer. The elastic bands C O are
each secured or connected to the elastic rings
B B’ by means of a staple or wire, , the ends
of which are passed through said band and
the elastic ring, and the ends thereof bent or

' clinched to prevent the staple from working

loose. The rods D D’ arepassed transversely
through the elastic rings at one side thereof,
preferably the inner, and one above the other,
as shown, the ends of said rods being con-

nected or spliced together beyond the outm
ring at each end of the bustle, or terminating
at said ring and suitably secured thereto in
any pr eferable manner. ~1f desired, the strap
or band C’ may be passed through the ring B’
and the extended ends of the rods D D’,which
form loops or guides for said band (', as shown.

From the foregoing descrlptlon taken in
connection with the drawings, 1t will be ob-
served that when strain or pressure i1s exerted
on the elastic rings and bands of the bustle
they will yield and give, thus obvmtmg the
danger of breakage to the parts and insuring
greater ease to the wearer,

The device may have a suitable covexmg or
sheath, of cloth, textile fabrie, or other suitable
materm] loosely secured thereto and free to
permit the parts to expand and contract, and

- ;cmgs and 1s arranged at the middle thereof, | by reason of the parts being made of non-cor-
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rosive substances they will not rust, and thus
save the clothing of the wearer from injury
and stains, the rods D D’ being so arranged

in rear of the band C’ that they will not-come
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1n contact with the clothing.

My device is very simple, strong, and dur-

able in construction, automatically rights it-
self or returns to its normal position when

pressure thereon is removed, under which it
18 free to yield or give in any direction, is
cheap, can be easily and readily made, insures
comfort and ease to the wearer to a much

greater degree than devices of this character

of ordinary construction, and ean be readily
taken apart for repairs.

‘Having thus fully described my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, is~- | |

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a bustle comprising a series of graduated flexi-
ble rings of rubberor like material, the curved
rods D DV, passing through the body of the
rings and connected at their ends beyond the
end rings of the bustle, a waistband, C, passed
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through the connected ends of the rods and 2c¢
one or more of the bustle-rings, and a flexible
strap, C', secured to the rear ends of the rings
and the waistband C, substantially as de-
seribed. | |

2. As an improved article of manufacture, 3o
a-bustle comprising a series of graduated flexi-
ble rings of rubber or like material, the curved
rods D D', passed through the body of therings
at the front sides of said rings, said rods being
connected at their ends, the waistband C, 35
passed through the connected ends of the rods
and -one or more of the bustle-rings, a flexi-

| ble band or strap, C), riveted at its ends to
the waistband, and staples b to secure the

strap C’ and rings together at the rear ends of 40

| the latter, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

| S KENESS F. RICE.

Witnesses: |
A.S. VANDEVENTER,:

JOHN (ABRIEL,.
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