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1o all whonv it may. concerw:

"Be it known that I, WILLIAM CHARLES
MACDONALD, of Reading, in the county of
Middlesex, of the Commonwealth of Massa-
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d, and a bent lever, ¢, fulerumed to the slide,
all being as represented. Af one end of the
bag is a strap, F, that. projects from it at its
middle, there being at the other end of the

5. chusetts, have invented a new. and useful Im- | bag a buftton or buttons, f, to engage with such
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provement in Life-Preservers or Devices for
Keeping-a Person Afloat in Water; and. I do

hereby declare the same to be described in the

following specification and represented in the
accompanying drawings, of which—
Figuare 1 is a top view, IFig. 2 a transverse

- section, and Fig. 3 a longitudinal section, of a
‘life-preserver of my improved kind.
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It consists of a long water-proof flexile bag,

A, rectangular in shape, closed at its edges

- . entirely around it, and having through it at

- two rectan
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its middle a circular or other proper shaped
opening, B, the sides of the bag directly about
the opening being cemented together or con-

-nected with a water-proof joining. 'The bag

S0 made 1s to be supposed to be composed of
_ gular sheets, ¢ and b, of water-proof
cloth, of like size, laid flatwise one upon the
other, and joined at their edges by a water-
proof connection, each sheet having through

it at its middle a hole, and such holes being

~ alike in gize, and having the twosheets united
by a water-proof connection or joint at and
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around the peripheries of such holes. |
Between the two sheets a and b at their mid-

.. dles, and fixed to them, are two flexile pipes,

¢ ¢,which, on the head of a person having been

- inserted through the opening B, so as to cause
- the bag at its middle to rest on the sboulders
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of such person, are to extend aciuss the shoul-

ders, in order to insure a free communieation

. '.between the part of the bag that may hang

"~ .‘down in front of the person with the part in
.. rear-of him. | e

“For inflating the bag with air, a flexile

. pipe, C, opens out of it at or near the .open-
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v ing B, and terminates with a nozzle, D, to be
- placed in the mouth of the person. This pipe
- 18 provided with a clasp, B, for contracting it
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strap. Besides such button or buttons, there
are to the bag at such end two straps, G and
H, that extend from it in opposite directions
transversely of it, each near its outer end be-
ing provided with one or more button-holes.

When the life-preserver is on the body of a
person, the straps G and H are to go about it
and button upon buttons ¢ ¢ at the opposite
end of the bag, the strap I being brought be-
tween the legs of the person and buttoned up-
on the button or buttons f.

IFrom the above it will be seen that when
the life-preserver is fixed upon the body of a
person hecan inflateit by applying his mouth

| to the nozzle of the tube O, the clasp being

first lowered upon the tube. Having inflated
the bag sufficiently he is toset the clasp firmly

on the tube, so as to prevent the escape of air
from the bag. |

The article thus constructed will not only
be found to be an excellent life-preserver in

case of shipwreck or a person being in the

water, but will answer to keep a person afloat

when he may be learning to swim or may be
bathing. |

I claim— -

The combination, with the life - preserver
consisting of the water-proof bag open through
its middle, and of the straps and buttons, in-

flation -tube, and its clamp, arranged as set

forth, of the flexile tubes placed within the
bag at the middle of it and arranged with its
neck opening, so as when the life-preserver is
In uste to extend across thé shoulders of the

wearer, all being substantially as and for the
purpose specified.

WILLIAM CHARLES MACDONALD,
Witnesses:
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45. widthwise, 50 as to prevent air from escaping
w_-‘__h-_.h;:_jprough"lt, such clamp consisting of a slide,

R. H. EDDY,
3. N. PirER.
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