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1o all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, FRIEDRICH WITTSTADT,
of the town of Wiirzburg, Bavaria, Germany,
have invented certain new and useful improve-
nents In the manufacture of keys for accor-
dions and other similar instruments from
sheet metal, of which the following is a speci-
fication. |

My Invention relates to improvements in
the manufacture of key-boards and the keys
for accordions and other similar musical in-
struments from sheet metal, which said sheet
metal is stamped or pressed, and possesses the

R -

of withstanding damp or dry atmospheric in-
fluence without distortion.

The invention can be applied to instraments
with single or double rows of keys, it being
Immaterial whether the same are covered or
noft. -

Figure Lisan elevation, and Fig. 2 a section,
of my invention applied to an accordion with
an open double row of keys. Ifig. 3 is an ele-
vation, and Fig. 4 a section, of my Imvention,
applied to an accordion with a double row of
covered keys. I'ig. 5 is the section of an ac- |
cordion with a single row of uncovered keys.
Fig. 6 18 the seetion of a like instrument with
covered keys. T'ig.7isa top view. Fig. Sis
a longitudinal section representing the method
ot attaching the key-lever to the valve or flap.

The key-board « is made of sheet nietal, and
1s bent or stamped up in novel manner, and

receive the keys. The said key-board is at-
tached to the 1id b of the instrument Dy means
of serews 0, or in other suitable manner. The
keys ¢ are made from stamped or pressed
sheet metal, of semicircular section, and con-
s18t in accordions with two rows of keys of
two parts—that is, the key proper, ¢, and the
key valve or nlate d, Fig. 2. The key valve
or plate d is provided with a small lug or
flange, and is connected to the key ¢ by means
of the pin or pivot e. A disk, f, of india- |
rubber, is ingerted between the key ¢ and the

key valve or plate d, Figs. 7 and 8, and is

| held in position by means of the pin or pivot
| € In such a manner that a kind of Springy

joint or hinge is attained. The keys are ar-
ranged to turn on the axis or pivot %, which
1s arranged in the knee-like part ¢ of the key-
board ¢, and are each provided with a press-
ure-spring, ¢, which said pressure-spring is at
its lower end attached to the 1id of the instru-
ment and at its upper end rests against the
rear or inner face of the key. The keys e,
for accordions with one row of keys, are so
stamped or pressed from one piece of metal
that the key-arm ¢, Fig. 6, of semicircular
section, merges rectangularly into the plate
forming the key-valve ', Figs. 5 and 0, the
uander side of which is, as usual, covered with
cloth, leather, or other suitahle material.

Having now deseribed my said invention,
what I elaim is—

1.  Anaccordion or other similar instrument
having a sheet-metal Lkey-board provided
with suitable vertical openings to receive the
keys and at its lower portion with outwardly-

projecting knee-shaped portions, a series of

keys and key-valves, also formed of sheet
metal, said keys being pivotally connected to
the knee-shaped portions of the key-board,

and a series of springs connected at their lower

ends to the lid of the instrument and at their
upper ends rest against the rear faces of the
keys, substantially as set forth.

2. In an accordion or similar musieal in-

strument, the combination, with the lid and a
key-board Dhaving knee-shaped projections,
of sheet-metal keys of semicircular shape in
cross-section and a series of springs connected
at their lower ends to the lid of the instru-
ment and at their upper ends resting within
the inner recessed face of the keys, substan-
tially as shown. |

In witness whercof I have hercunto signed
my name in the presence of two subseribing

witnesses.

FRIEDRICIH WITTSTADT.
Witnesses:
| LOUIS NEUBURGER,
MICHALL JACKENHETM,
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