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1o all whom it may concern: |

Be 1t known that I, 'JosEpH A. CYPERT, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Willow Springs, in the county of
Howell and State of Missouri, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Track - Clearers for Locomotives; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled inthe art to
which it appertains to make and use thesame,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawing, and to letiers orfigures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

My invention relates to certain new and
useiul improvements in track-elearers for loco-
motives; and the same consists in the special
construction of a supporting-frame, which has
attached thereto a box for receiving a rubber
block which forms the track-clearer, so that
the same can be attached to the frame of a
locomotive of ordinary construction, and so
that sald gunard of the track-clearer will be
located in front of the first wheels of the for-
ward truck, as will be hereinafter fully set
forth and specifically pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawing, which illus-
frates my invention, I have shown the same
applied to a locomotive, said illustration be-
Ing a side view of a portion of a locomotive
with my improvement attached.

A represents the forward portion of the lo-
comotive, the frame of which is of ordinary
construction.

B 1s one of the longitudinal beams of the
frame; (), the forward cross-bar, and D the
lower beams of the frame of the pilot or cow-
catcher, |

K 18 a semicircular frame or cap, which is
adapted to be placed and held in position im-
mediately above orover the front wheel of the
torward truck, and portion e of said frame E
extending downward below the center of the
wheel oftheforward truck,and iseurved slight-
ly forward,and tothisend is bolted or otherwise
secured a metallic box or socket, F,which is of
about the width of thetire of the wheel,said box
being adapted to receive a block of rubber, G,
said block being curved slightly forward, the
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| lower end being located immediately above

the tread of the rail. The rubber block G can
be removed from the box I, or adjusted ver-
tically therein, and said block is preferably of
vulcanized rubber, which may, if desirable,
be stiftened by having spring metallic bars
placed therein when the same is molded, said
metallic bars serving to keep the block in
shape, but still permitting the same to bend. |

H 1s a enrved bar, which is attached to the
cap-piece If and extends rearwardly, and is at-
tached at its rear end, 7, to the beam B of the
frame by means of bolts,while its forward end
18 attached to the beam D of the pilot or cow-
catcher.

I is an angular brace,the lower end of which
18 curved and secured to the cap-piece E and
brace H by bolts, as shown at ¢, while its upper
end 18 secured to the eross-bar C of the loco-
motive-trame.

K represents an angular brace, which is at-
tached to the rear portion of the cap-piece E,
and extends inwardly, and is attached to the
locomotive-frame, $0 as to prevent any lateral
movement of the guard-holding frame.

1t will be seen by the construction hereinbe-
fore described that the guard-holding frame is
thoroughly secured and braced to the loco-
motive-frame, so that the parts will always
be in the same position with respect to the
wheel of the truck, and that the rubber block
or foot-piece will remove from the track any
small objects which may be uponthe same and

| which would passunder the cow-catcher. The

rubber guard G may be placed in its frame,
so as to be at a slight angle with the track, so
that it will throw objects outwardly from the
track instead of directly forward.

I am aware that it is not broadly new to at-
tach to the frame of a street-car a track-clear-
ing cevice having a flexible end for removing
objects from the track, and I do not claim such
device as my invention; but

What I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. An 1mproved track-clearing device for
locomotives, consisting of a frame whichis rig-
idly attached to the locomotive-frame above
the truck-wheel, said frame having attached at
its lower forward end a box for the reception
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of the upper end of a curved rubber block, in | bar E hmriﬁg attached at its lower end a i3

combination with such curved block, substan-
tially as shown, and for the purpose set forth.
2. In combination with the frame of a loco-
5 motive, atrack-clearing device adapted to be
attached thereto, consisting of a curved bar,
E, which extends over the tread of the truck-
wheel, a bar, H, attached thereto and to the
frame of thelocomotive and pilot, braces I and
o K,andbox F, carryinga forwardly-curved rub- |
ber block, substantially as shown, and for the
purpose set forth. -
3. In combination with alocomotive,a frame
congisting of the bars E, H, I, and K, the |

box, F, for the reception ofa rubber block, so
that said rubber block may be carried by the
frame and will be at an angle with the track,
so as to remove and throw small objects from

the track to one side of the same, substantially 20

as shown, and for the purpose set forth..
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH A. CYPERT.

' W’itneSses: -
H. W. BOLIN,
S. H. ScoTT.
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