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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN S. WasH,
of St. Louis, Missouri, have made a new and
useful Improvement 1n Buckles, of which the

5 following is a full, clear, and exaet descrip-
tion.

The improvement relates to the provision
for operating the tongue and confining the free
end of the strap, substantially asis hereinafter

10 described, and as is represented in the an-
nexed drawings, making part of this speecifi-
cation, and in which—

IFigure 1 18 a view in perspective of the im-
proved buckle. Iig. 2 is a view in perspec-

5 tive of the buckle attached toastrap, thefree
end of the strap being unbuckled. Fig. 3 is
a4 view 1n perspective showing the strap
buckled and the free end (*onhued and Fig.
4 18 a vertical longitudinal section of the

20 buckle and strap.

The same letters of reference denote the
same parts.

The end « of the strap A is attached to the
tongune-bar of the buckle 1nthe usual manner.

25 The buckle, saving as it is modified by the

1mpr0vement 18 of the customary form, the
buckle B havnw the ordinary loop, b, tonﬂ*ue
b, and tongue bar 5. The last-named pdrt
b, , carrying the tongue, is adapted to be ro
30 tated in the usual manner in the bearings Z)
b’ in the loop; but in addition to the tonguelt
is provided with cross-bar, U, which, by
means of theextensionsce, 1s connected rigid]y
with the tongue-bar 6% and at such an angle
35 therewith and with the tongue as to cause the
cross-bar C, when the tongue is turned tobear
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upon the loop, as 11 Ifig. 3, to project upward
at right-angles, or thereabout, to theioop b,and
to leave a sufficient opening, ¢/, beneath the
main portion ¢ of the cross-bar, and above
the end « of the strap, to admit the free end
« of the strap, and thereby confineit, as s]mwn
in Fig. 3.

The cross-bar (’ serves a double purpose:
as a keeper for the free end of the strap, as
just mentioned, and as a lever by means of
which the tongue-bar can be readily rotated
In the bearings #°, and the tongue thereby
readily lifted from 1its place of bearing upon
the loop and, as shown in Ifigs. 2, 4, turned =

40

- 1uto positien for detaching the strap end «'.

The cross-bar 18 not only a means for con-
fining the end « of the strap, but the strap
end ¢ in turn, and by reason of itsocecupying
the space beneath the cross-bar, is a means for
preventing the point of the tongue from be-
ing accidentally lifted from its bearing upon
the loop, and thereby loosening the strap, for
the strap end « in practice ¢an be made to
offer just enough resistance to the ecross-bar
to prevent the tongue from being casunally dis-
placed, but not to obstruet any intentional
movement.

I claim— |

The herein-deseribed buckle B, having the
cross bar O fastened to and extending above
the tongue-bar, as and for the purposes de-
scribed.

BENJAMIN 5. WASH.

Witnesses:

C. D. Moobpy,
V. HORE.
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