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J. A, BEALL & C. W. SLoANE, Executors.
DEVICE FOR PULLING ON BOOTS.

No. 335,415, Patented Feb. 2, 1888.
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN A. BEALL, OF NEW YORK, AND CHARLES W. SLOANE, OF SANDS
POINT, N. Y., (EXECUTORS OF HENRY W. BENIIAM, DECEASED,) ASSIGN-
ORS TO HENRY H. BENHAM, OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY. -

"DEVICE FOR PULLING ON BOOTS.

—

IPECIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 335,415, dated February 2, 1886,

Application filed September 19, 1825, Serial No. 177,585,  (No model.)

To all whomnv it may concerw:
Be it known that HENRY W. BENHAM, de-
ceased, and late of the city, county, and State
- of New York, did daring his lifetime 1nvent
s an Implement or Device for Pulling on Boots;
and we do hereby declare that the following
is a full, clear, and exact description of the 1n-
vention, reference being had to accompanying
drawings, forming a part thereof.

Previous to the invention of the deceased,
Hexry W. BENHAM, and so far as our knowl-
edge extends, about the only appliances used
for the purpose of assisting in putting on &
pair of boots were the old-fashioned J-shaped
15 contrivances comprising a rod or shank with

a hook at one extremity for engagement with
the boot-strap, and a cross-bar or transversely-
arranged handle at the other extremity to be
grasped and pulled by the fingers ot the user,
>0 a8 well understood. To such a contrivance
there existed several objections, principal
among which was the great amount of space
or room that had to be afforded them 1n hand-
 bags, valises, &c. This objection was partic-
25 ularly noticeable to travelers, army officers,
and others who required, as 1t were, every
inch of room in their traveling-bags, &c., for
other and more necessary articles.
It was the principal object of the late HENRY
30 W.BENHAM to produce a device to aid in pull-
ing on boots which,while as effective in opera-
tion as that theretofore in use, could be made
small in size, and which would require but
little space in packing, &c.

To this end and object the said HENRY W.
BEnHAM invented an implement for the pur-
pose stated, which will be hereinafter more
fully deseribed, and particularly pointed out
in the claims of this application.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a device embodying the said invention
of HENRY W. BENHAM; and Fig. 2 i1s a side
elevation of the said device and a portion of
a boot-leg, with the strap of which the device
45 or hand-piece is shown engaged and in condl-
tion for use.

In both figures the same parts will be found
designated by the sameletters of reference,and
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. be herematter sometimes called a ‘“hand- 50

piece.’”’

A 18 the hand-piece, which is peculiarly
bent and shaped. As shown, it is of small
dimensions and -formed of a single piece. At
one end or side is a curved or hook-shaped sg
portion, a,which adjoins one end of adepressed
straight portion, b. At the other end of the
hand-plece A is a curved or rounded portion,
¢, that connects with the other end of the de-
pressed bar b, and from this rounded portion 6o
¢ extends toward the hook ¢ a flattened shank-
like part or haudle, d. The depressed bar b,
arranged centrally of the hand-piece A, re-
ceives the strap of the boot, and by the shoul-
ders m m, formed on each side thereof, the 6¢
strap 1s kept in place in the line of draft. By
making the bar b straight, the edges of the
loop or strap of the boot are kept from wrink-
ling or rumpling, as is the case where a hook
or carved bar is used. '

It will be observed from the drawings that
the free end of the handle-like part d extends
to and beneath the point of the hook a, and
that between these members there is a space
or opening. Through this opening or passage- 75
way the loop of the boot-leg passes to and from
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the bar ).

Having sufficiently deseribed a construction
of device embodying the invention of the said
HENRY W. BENHAM, we will now proceed to 8o
more fully explain the operation thereof.

The hook « is passed through the loop or
strap s of the boot, and the device A turned
around until the strap settles on thebar b, and
the handle part d is uppermost, as illustrated 8s
in the drawings. Ofcoursetwo of these hand-
pieces are supposed to be used, one in each of
these two straps, always provided at opposite
sides of the boot-leg. When two of these hand-
pieces have been passed through the two loops
In the manner above described, the boot is
ready to be pulled on. The user will grasp the
flattened and broadened handle portions d
and exert the requisite force to pull the boot
onto his foot and leg. The effect of the initial
pull wiil be to bend back the free end of the
handle-like portion (which is preferably made

Q0

95

for convenience of description the device will | with a capacity to be pulled upward, and up-
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on releasement of the pull or force to auto- | able than those made aﬁd used prior to this

invention.

matically spring back to its first position) until

- 1ts upper surface comes in contaet with the

10

point of the hook a, (see dotted lines, Fig. 2,)
against which it then takes a firm bearing dur-
ing the remainder of the operation required to
pull on the boot. After the pulling on of the
boot shall have been effected by nieans of these

hand-pieces A, they are of course detached

from the straps, which detachment or disen-
gagement may be accomplished by simply re-

versing the movements of the hand-pieces,

which were necessary to effect their engage-
ment with the boot-straps. Perhapsthe easiest

ment for the purpose of a boot-pull, and one

‘that is more compactly made, and more port- |

Having now so fully explained the inven-

tion of the late HENRY W. BENHAM, what we

claim as new,
Patent, is— |

1. A boot-pull or implement for pulling on
boots, composed of a single piece, and havin
a severance or opening through which the

and desire to secure by Letters

strap of the boot may be passed, and also a

depression, in which the said strap may be
seated during the operation of the pulling on
the boot, all substantially as hereinbefore set

forth. | L
2. Animplement for pulling on boots, com-

- DUDLEY R. HORTON,
R. H. TYLER. |
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15 and best way to enter the bar b within the
strap 1s to bold the hand-piece upside down | posed of a single piece formed with a sever-
~ with the flattened hand portion resting on top | ance through which the boot-strap may be
of the strap, then draw the device along trans- | passed, and having the portion d made yield- g5
versely to the strap,with the point of the hook | ing under the strain applied in the operation
20 approaching theloop. Whenthehook reaches | of pulling on the boot, and arranged tounder-
the strap, its point enters readily between the | lie the end of the rigid hook portion a, and to
two plies of the same, and the bend or fold of | come to a bearing against the latter when sub-
the strap passes through the opening between | jected to such strain, all as hereinbefore set 60
the point of the hook and the free end of the ! forth. - - o, -
25 handle d. Thehand-piece isnow given ahalf- In witness whereof we have hereunto set our
turn, and the bar b brought lowermost and be- | hands this 224 day of September, 1884.
tween the folds of the strap, as illustrated.. - ' ' | |
To remove the device it isf merelgf necessary | %His B“ETAIé%O ANE
to reverse the movement of the hand-piece, | "y P
30 when the hook will pass out of the loop, and Bwecutors of Henry W. B gnham, decegsed.
- the bend or fold of the strap out through the Witnesses as to J. A. Beall, Executor:
- opening between the point of the hookand the | - HENRY MERCKLE,
movable end of the handle portion. | Epw. H. RIRPON. | -
1t will be seen that by this invention is pro- Witnesses as to Charles W. Sloane, Execu-
35 vided a simple, cheap, and efficient imple- | tor: |
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