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To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, JosEpH F. THORNTON
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Prowdenee in the State of |
Rhode Island, have invented a certain new
and useful Button- -Fastening, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The purpose of my invention is to provide
a simple, durable, and comparatively inex-
pensive button-fastening, which can be easily
Introduced and removed from the eye of a
button without the use of tools, and which

~will, after insertion, firmly and relmbly Se-

cure the Dbutton in poswwn I accomplish
this by lessening the amount of stock required
for the fastener- blanﬁ and by constructing the
peculiar form I dis-
pense with hooks or prongs as a securing
means. I cut out from a flat strip or piece of
metal a bifurcated blank, one arm of which is
considerably longer than the other and di-
verges therefrom, so as to form a slightly-ta-
pering slot between the two. Thelonger arm
1s bent or crimped into a loop part way of
its length,’adapted to engage with the eye of
the button The short arm and the parts of
the long arm on either side of the loop are
adapted to form flat bearing-surfaces, which
press agalnst the material tosecure the button

The fastener presents a smooth surface on
1ts exposed side. |

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, Figure 1 is a plan
view of the blank. Fig, 2 18 & side elevation
of the button and fastenel the engaged mate-

rial being shown in Sectlon Fig. 3 shows the
fastener as applied.

Similar letters indicate like parts . where |

they occur in the drawings.
A represents the blank, which is cut out of

a single strip or plece of metal and- has a long |

‘The long arm A’ is bent or crlmped into a

arm, A/, and a short arm A%, said arms di-

verging 'to form a sllghtly tapermg slot, A°.

loop, A*.

45
B is a button,having an eye, B/, of the 0rd1 -

nary form.

C is the material throunh which the eye B’
is passed to engage first the arm A’, and
finally,for fastening purposes, the loop ‘At of 50
the fastener. After the loop A* has received
the eye B’ of the button the button draws the
fastener up against the engaged material C,
when the upper face of the arm A? and of the
parts of the arm A’ on either side of the loop 55

A’ form flat bearing-surfaces, which allow the

fastener to lie closely against the material and .
present on 1ts outer face a smooth exposed
suriace. .

This fastener obvmusly can, without inany 5o
degree Impairing its dmablhty or future effi-
ciency, be inserted and removed as frequently
as may be necessary or desirable.

It is equally obvious that by the use of my
invention I am relieved of the inconvenient 65
necessity of using any form of tonl to insert
or remove the fastener or secure it in place.

I claim as my invention—

A flat bifurcated button- fastener, A pro-
vided with twoslightly-divergent &rms, A A% 7o
one of whieh, A’, is slightly longer than the
other and crlmped or bent to form a loop, A,
adapted to engage the eye of the button for
retaining purposes, all as herein specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 73

hand, in presence of bwo witnesses, this 6th day
of J une 1885, -

JOSEPH F. THORNTON.

Witnesses:
HENRY MARSH, Jr.
FRED. A. Yom\G
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