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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM H. VAUGHN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Quincy, in the county of Adams and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Hitehing Devices; and I
do hereby declare the iollowmg to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, and
to the figures and letters of reference marked
thereon.

In said drawings, Figure 1 18 a Vlew, partly
in section, of my mventmn Fig. 2, a bottom
plan view of the cam- eastlno 1em0ved and
Fig. 3 a perspective view of the lever- platfl

Similar letters of reference in the several
figures indicate the same parts.

My invention relates to that class of hitch-
ing devices in which the halter of the animal
to be secured is passed under an eccentric-
clamp, so that it can be moved freely in one
direction; but when an attempt 1s made to
withdraw it it will be clamped the tighter:

and it has for its object to ilmprove theilr

construetion, so that the eccentric will be op-

‘erated positively, and will not depend upon

the weight of it merely, nor the slight friction
between it and the strap; and to this end it

consists in certain novel details of construe-

tion, which I will now pmceed to describe.
A representsan eccentric-clamp, made, pret-
erably, in the form of a horse’s head, as

shown, pivoted upon a pin, b, between the |

flanges of a base portion or castm G, which
latter is further provided with a I]I‘OJBCBIOIJ
or pintle adapted to be inserted in a socket
in the end of a hitching-post or any ofher
sunitable place, and to be secured therein by

means of a pin passed through said pintle, as |

shown. The clamp A is provided with a re-
cess in its lower rear portion, having a slot,
¢, extending into it from the top, and its for-

ward portmn is provided with serrations or

teeth @, ‘between which and the correspond-
ing selmtmns, g, on the base portion G the
strap or halter is adapted to be clamped.
C represents a piece of metal which I term
a ‘‘lever-plate,”’ slightly curved, as show
and prowded with the cut-away p01 tions ¢ ¢

| curely.

1 at its sides, ha?ing its lower end serrated, and

this lever-plate is adapted to be inserted

through the slot ¢ in the clamp A, with its
lower end resting on the serrations in the base
portion and the cut- away portions in line
with the edges of the slot, so that it 18 per-
mitted a limited motion up and down. 'LThe
forward end of the clamp A is slightly the
heavier, so that it normally will assume the
pOSltIOl] shown in dotted lines, Fig. 1. ‘The

‘halter of the animal to be hltched is passed

under the clamp A. from the rear and drawn
throngh, the eccenfric permitting it to move
in this direction. When, however, an at-
tempt 1s made to withdraw it, 1t will be
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clamped between the eccentric and the base

portion G.

The operation thus far is the same as the

ordinary eccentric-clamp now in use; but 1t
has been found that the friction between the
eccentric and the strap 1S not sufficient, and
that if a series of short, quick jerks are given
the halter can be withdrawn; but In my de-

the lever-plate C is tilted upward and moves
the rear end of the eccentric upward, thereby

clamping the strap more tightly at the for--

ward end, the teeth of the plate also serving
to hold the strap somewhat. Now, when 113
is desired to release the halter, it is only nec-
essary to press slightly upon the lever-plate
and release that, and then tilt the eccentric
a little, and the strap or rope can be Wlth
drawn.

While I have described the base portion G
as being provided with the pintle for inser-
tion into a corresponding socket in a post, 1t
is obvious that it may be provided with a
flange adapted to be secured to the manger, a
hitching-post, or to be secured to a curbstone
in any suitable manner. The form of the le-
ver-plate also can be altered without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention. Ior In-
Stauce, it might be hinged to the eccentric-
clamp, instead of being loose, the principal
object being to _promde a device that will
permit the strap to be inserted through, and
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“vice, as soon as it begins to move backward,

75

30

90

05

yet when it is attempted to be withdrawn will

move the eccentric so as o clamp it more se-
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I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with the base, of the
eccentric-clamp pivoted thereon and the le-
ver-plate connected to the clamp in rear of its

' 5 plvots, substantially as described.
2. 'The combination, with the base portion

of the eccentric-clamp having the recess in its
‘under side and thelever-plate mounted there-

in, substantially as deseribed.
10 3. The combination, with the base portion

?

|

| of the ecceentrie-clamp having the recess in its

under side, and the slot, and the lever-plate
having the cut-away portions in its sides, so
as to permit a limited motion up and down,
substantially as deseribed.

WILLIAM H. VAUGHN.

Witnesses:
-~ ALBERT W. WELLS,
H. 5. DAVIS,
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