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To all whom it macy COTLCETTL 3 -

Be 1t known that we, JAMES L. BRANSON
and HENRY  BRINTON, citizens of the United
States, residing in the city and county of
Philadelphia, and State of Pennsylvania, have
1invented certain new and useful Improvements
1n Stocking-Blanks, of which the following is
a full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawing.

The nature of this invention is a blank of
knitted fabric adapted for use in making |
ribbed stockings; and the invention counsists
of a blank of tubular fabric, such as shown
1n the annexed drawing, of which the two ends
constituting the leg portions of two stockings
are formed of a fabric of tuck-stitch knitting
connected by a continuous fabric of ordinary
rib-work constituting the foot portlons of said
two stockings.

The object of the invention is to facilitate
the pmductlou of stockings of the class men-

In carrying out the invention we make use,
preferably, of an automatically - operating
knitting-machine, and we knit that partof the
Stockmg marked A, in the annexed drawing,
which is to constitute the leg of the finished
article, with a tuck-stitch, and then changing
t0 a rib- stitch, B, continue to knit the latter
stiteh a dlstance equal to or somewhat greater
than the length of the feet of the stoekings to
be made. The stitch is" then changed to a

tuck-stiteh, and a portion, A’, is again knit as |

before. This completes the blank, which is

severed from the web on the machine, and the |
plain ribbed portion of said blank iscut as on

- stitch to a rib-stiteh,

1 portion, then 2 leg followed by the lez of the

the line abed, be, and ¢ f, each blank thus cut |

.| being adapted to make two stockings by Sew -

Ing or seaming together in the usual manner,
as in the making of ordinary cut goods. In 40
practice, however, we make a welf-stitch at
the end of each blank, so as to prevent un-

‘raveling at the top of the stocking.

Instead of changing abruptly from a tuck-
we secure a more suitable
shape at about the ankle part of the stocking.
by knitting a succession of rounds of alternate
rounds of pla,ln ribbing, 2, and tuck-work X,

‘before proceeding with the knitting of the

foot portion. This produces the gradually-
tapering shape about the a,ukle shown in the
drawing.

It will be understood that the blanks are
made continuously—that is to say, first the-
tuek-stiteh leg portion, then the plain rib foot
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succeeding stocking, and so on in like sue-

cession. | |
Having thus desprlbed our inventigm, we

claim as new and desire to secure by Lettels 8

- Patent——

A stocking-blank havin g at each end a tuck-
stitched leg portion connected to an interme-
diate ribbed foot portion by a succession of
tapering alternate ribbed and tuck stitches, 65
as set forth. |

In testimony whereof we have hereunto af-
fixed our signatures thls 15th day of April, A.

D. 1885 -
JAMES L. BRANSON.
HENRY BRINTON.
Witnesses: |

R. KENNEDY,

AUGUST W EBER.
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