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1o all whorv & may COnCeriv:

Be it known that I, EDwin NORTON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of 1llinois,

5 have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Can-Counting Machines, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The object of the present invention is to pro-

vide an automatic device for counting cans,
10 which will take them from an ordinary chute
from which -the cans are delivered irregu-
larly, and carry them positively and regularly
past the lever of a counting device, so as to
operate the same once for each can.

The invention consists, in connection with
the can-delivering chute, of a revolving wheel
provided with pockets for the cans in its pe-
riphery, a circular guard to retain the cans in

15

said pockets, and an ordinary counting or

20 registering device having an operating-lever
which projects across the path of the cans,-so
that each time a can 1s carried past said lever
by the revolving wheel the lever will be op-
erated and the can registered, and 1f no can

25 1s in any pocket of the wheel the registering-
lever will not be operated. I'rom the revolv-
ing wheel the cans may be delivered in a posli-
tive or regular manner to another carrier—as,
for example, that of a testing - machine—or

30 they may be delivered into an ordinary chute.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, and in which simi-
Jar letters of reference indicate like parts,
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a device em-

25 bodying my invention, and Fig. 218an end or

front view of the same. |

In said drawings, A represents a revolving
wheel driven 1n any suitable manner—as, for
example, by a pulley on its shaft. This wheel

40 is provided with a series of can-pockets, a, in
its periphery. The wheel is preferably com-
posed of two disks, so as to leave an open
space between them, into which the operat-
ing-lever b of the registering or counting de-

45 vice B may project. |

C is a can-delivery chute, by which the cans
are dellvered to the revoiving wheel A.
D is a curved guard to retain the cans in

ried around to the point of delivery from the 50
wheel. This curved guard D also serves to
keep the cans from being received by the wheel
A, excepl one by one, as the pockets « are
in turn brought oppcsite the mouth of the
chute C.

It represents the conveyer of a can-testing
machine by which the cans are submerged in
water. It has pockets equidistant apart with
the pockets in the wheel A, so that the cans
will be delivered regularly, one by one, 1nto
said conveyer. This conveyer I and the test-
ing machine, of which it forms a part, are fully
shown and described in Letters Patent No.
287,048, heretofore granted to myself and John
G. Hodgson, under date of October 23, 1853,
and to this we would refer for a more coms-
plete description ot the same.

Instead of to the conveyer L, the wheel A
may of course deliver the cans to any other
suitable conveyer, or to an ordinary chute.

Instead of the pocket-wheel A, other suit-
able positive conveyers having pockets or re-
cesses for the cans may be used to carry the cans
past the operating-lever of the counting de-
vice, 80 as to register each can as it passes. It
will be observed in our invention the regis-
tering-lever is operated by the can itself bear-
ing against the lever as it passes the same, so
that the lever is not operated by the revolu-
tion of the wheel or the passage of the con- 8o
veyer, unless a can is therein.

As any ordinary counting or registering de-
vice may be used, and as the construction of
the same is well known to those skilled in
the art, I have not deemed 1t necessary to
here show or describe the same 1n detail.

Fach of the two disks or parts of the wheel
A is secured to the shaft by a set-screw.

By adjusting the two parts of the wheel A
closer or farther apart the same may be adapt-
ed to accommodate cans of different sizes, and
for this purpose, also, the pockets or recesses
a in the periphery of the wheel are preferably
made V-shaped.

I claim—

1. The combination,with revolving wheel A,
provided with pockets a for the cans, of a de-
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the pockets of the wheel A until they are car- i livery-chute, C, curved guard D, and count-




3 | _ ) 334273

ing device B, having operating-lever b, pro- | having its operating-lever projecting into said
jecting across the path of said cans, substan- | space, substantially as specified.
tially as specified. | | = o
2. The combination of chute C with wheel
5 A, composed of two disks with intermediate | Witnesses: .
space between them, and provided with can- H. M. MUNDAY,
- pocketsinits periphery, anda counting device | @ EDWARD ADCOCK.

EDWIN NORTON.
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