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Lo all whom it may concerm:

Be it . known that I, JoHN B. MITOHUM a
citizen of the United States residing at Mun-
fordville, in the county of Hart and State of
Kentucky, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Tobacco-Plant Setters:
and 1 do declare the following to be a full
clear, and exact description of the invention,
sueh as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had totheaccompanying draw-
1ngs, and to ’[he letters and figures of refer-
ence marked thereon, WhIC]_l form a palt of this
specification..

In the drawings, Flfrure 1 18 a front view of
TIW 2 1s a side view there-
of. Fig.3 isacentr al vertical section ther eof,
and Fig. 4 is a horizontal section thereof in a,
plane indicated by the line 4 4 in Fig. 1.

The machine consists of a Smmouary beam,
A, and a verticaily-movable beam, B. The
movable beam moves in staples « a, fixed to
the stationary beam, which steples embrace
diminished sections b b of the movable beam.,
The shoulders ¢ ¢, formed between the dimin-
i1shed sections b & and the main body of the
beam B, limit the vertical movement of the
movable beam 1n both directions. The beam
B is held in a normally-elevated position by
means of a suitable retracting-spring, which
18 shown to consist of an elasblc band, C,which
1s held in a groove, d, cut in the inner side of
the beam A, and is secured at opposite ends
to the beams A and B, respectively. At their
upper ends each beam 18 formed with a han-
dle, ¢, and at their lower ends the stationary
beam 1s formed with a brouad base, while the
movable beam is formed with a Sharp taper
point, f, which is preferably sheathed with
metal. Pivotally secured at its upper end to |
the stationary beam, near the lower end there-
of, is an arm, D. The lower end of this arm
18 normal]y held away from the beam A byan |

arm D is moved toward the beam A by means
of a wire, B, attached to the inner side of the

in the beam A, passing over pulley p. This
wire is held in posﬁmn by staples ¢ i, attached

to the beam A, which constitute crmdes for |

the same, and ab its upper end, whereit is near
the handles e, 16 1s furnished Wlbh a grasping-
hook, §.

The operation of the deﬂee 1s a8 follows:
The lower end of the device being placed on

i

the ground, the pointed and movable beam is

forced downward into the ground by pressure

on its handle e. On the pressure being re-
moved the retracting-spring C restores the
movable beam to its normal position, thus
withdrawing it from the earth and leaving a
hole therein. The device is then placed over
the root of the tobacco-plant, so that the root
may be between the lower ends of the station-

ary beam and the arm D. Then by raising

the wire I by means of the hook 7 the lower
end of the arm D is brought toward the beam
A, thus firmly grasping the root. In order
not to injure the plant, the arm D may be
padded on its inner face., When the root is
firmly grasped, its end is inserted into the hole
already formed. The movable beam B isthen
again depressed,thus pressing the earth against
the root, and the setting of the plant IS com-
plete.

With this mstrument the p]ante may be
rapldlv and effectually set without the neces-
sity of eonstanbly stooping over, as 1n Settmg
by hand.

Although this instrument is especially de-
signed for setting tobacco-plants, it 18 equally

well adapted for any class of plants having
the same shape of root.

I claim as my.invention—

1. In a tobacco-plant setter, a stationary
beam, 1n combination with an arm pivoted to
the lower part of said beam, an interposed

spring between said beam and arm, which

holds said arm normally away from said beam,
and a movable operating-wire secured to.the
inner face of said arm, substantially as set
forth, whereby said arm may be moved toward
said stationary beam.

2. In a tobacco-plant setter, a stationary
beam and a movable beam pivoted at its lower
end, which slides in guides on said stationary
beam, in combination with an arm pivoted to
said stationary beam, an interposed spring
between said arm and statiopary beam, and 2
movable wire secured to the inner face of said
arm, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my Slgnature in
presence of tw 0 witnesses.
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- JOHN B. X MITOHUM
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