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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, JAMES H. PREATER, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented an Improve-
ment in Sheet-Metal Canisters, of which the
following is a specification.

Sheet-metal canisters have heretofore been
made with a projecting front in the form of
a shoe or scoop at the bottom part, and to
this a swinging door or cover has been ap-
plied; but thisisvery inconvenient to pack for
transportation, because the inclosing wooden
box cannot be made square without the loss
of unnecessary space. Besides this, the con-
tents of the canister, 1f 1t 1S Shipped full, as
is usually the case, are liable to be spilled by
the partial opening of the swinging cover.

My invention is made to obviate this dif-

ficulty; and it consists in the combination, with
the canister, of a swinging front and a cover-
ing-flap, the parts being constructed so that
the swinging front can be turned up into the
canister, and the covering-flap closed down
to hold the swinging front in place and to re-
tain the contents, so that the canister when
shipped is in a convenient form for being
Incased in a wooden or other box,and when put
in use the swinging front allows the canister
to be open, and the closing-flap acts with the
swinging front to cover the contents of the
canister without necessarily closing the swing-
1ng iront.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-
tion of the canister in the form adapted for
transportation. Fig. 2 is a similar view of
the front portion as opened out ready for use;
and Fig. 3 is a vertical section representing
the covering-flap as sliding instead of swing-
ing, this last-named form of flap being es-
pecially adapted to a round or elliptical can-

- ister;aud Fig. 415 a horizontal seemon at the
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line a:: x, Hig. 3

The canister is made with a bottom, «,
sides b, stationary front ¢, and top d. Usually
there will be a removable cover at f, fitted to
an opening in the top of the canister. The
stationary incline or deflector g is provided,
as usual, behind the opening in the lower part
of the front of the canister, and at e 18 the
swinging front, hinged at ¢ to the front part
of the bottom a, and the swinging canister-

 semble a chute or scoop in its form, and the

corners of the end pieces, k, are preferably
united by a wire, 0. The hmﬂ*e i, being slight- 55'
ly within the front edge of the bottom a, al-
lows for the swinging front e being turned up
into the position shown in Fig. 1, so as to come
entirely within the line of the front of the can-
ister;but whenitisturned down,thesaidswing- 6a

ing front 1snearlyin line with the bottom of the

¢ anister, and, as it projects beyond the front
of the canister, said swinging front prevents
the contents of the canister being spilled.
The covering-flap [ is shown in Figs. 1 and 65
2 as hinged at n to the lower edge of the
stationary {front ¢, so that this covering-flap
can be swung down after the swinging front e
has been turned up, thereby effectually closing
in the contents of the canister, and in this 70
form the canister is cubical and well adapted
to being packed in a wooden case for trans-
portatlon sal1d eaulster being either filled or
emptly.

When the canister is in the position for 75
use, as indicated in Fig. 2, the. covering-flap |
! may beswung down and 'pass 1n between the
ends k£ of the swinging front, thereby suffi-
ciently closing the package to protect the
contents during the time that such contents 8o
are ordinarily belng sold; but, if desired, the
swinging front can be kept closed, exoept
when materialis being taken from the camster

If the canister is either round or elliptical,
the parts are to be made in substantially the 85
manner hereinbefore described; but since the
covering-flap should correspond to the shape
and character of the front of the canister, it
i3 usually preterable to place the covering-
flap ! in slides upon the front of the canister,
in order that the said covering-flap may be
slipped up or down with facility. When this
covering-flap is made to slide, 1t 18 preferable
to make the same of a width to pass in be-
tween the end pieces, &, of the swinging front e.

The construction and arrangement of these
parts will be readily understood by refeience
to Figs. 3 and 4.

I do not claim a swinging ﬂap hinged at the
top, nor a swinging front, as these have been
used together, but Wlbhout any deflector.. In
case the deflector is not used,when the swing-
ing front is turned down level, the contents
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front e 1s made with end pieces, k,s0 as to re- | of the canister are liable to run out, and alse
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to render it difficult to turn up the swmwmcr | within the canister, and having end pieces, £,
front, unless cases for the end pieces are pro- | and the flap connecbed to the canister-front
vided. By the combination with the swing- | and passing down between the end pleces k,
ing front of the deflector g, the contents of the | substantiall y as specified. -

5 can are kept sufficiently back of the swinging Signed by me this 6th day of May, A. D. 15
front to allow the latter to be moved up or | 1885.

down while the canister is full. | JAS. H. PREATER.
I claim as my invention— - Witnesses: | |
The combination, with the canister and de- Gro. T. PINCENEY,

10 flector g, of the swinging front ¢, hinged at ¢ | WILLIAM G. MOTT.
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