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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, MARTIN MEDART, a resi-
dent of Belleville, Illinois, and a citizen of the
United States, have invented a new and useful

Improvement in Automatic Horse - Checks;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a

full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reterence being had to the annexed drawings
and letters of reference marked thereon.

The object of my invention is to provide a
vehicle with an automatic check to hold the
lines of the team, operating so as to pull back

stopping them before they get under headway.

1t consists in providing the hub of the wheel
with a series of projections, and the axle with
a rack and a lever, to the long end of which
lever may be hung the lines, and the short end
of which 18 operated upon by the projections
on the hub of the wheel when it moves forward
in such manner as to draw back the long end

~ of the lever, and thus check the forward move-
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ment of the team.

It also consists in making said lever an ex-
tension-lever, so that when not in use it can be
shortened, and be thus out of the way. |

| Flgl}re 1 1n the drawings is an inside eleva-
tion view of my lever when shortened and not
1n use, showing the lever attached to a section
of the axle, the inside of the hub of the vehicle,
the projections on the hub, and the lever at
rest and clearing the projections of the hub.
Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the lever, hub,
axle, and projections on the hub, and shows
the lever at full length and ready for use. Fig.
3 is an outside elevation of my lever with the
lines attached and in use. T'he dofted lines
show the position of the lever when the team
has advanced. Fig. 4 shows an inside eleva-
tion of my lever with lines attached and lever
in use, and serves to illustrate the position of
the lower part or jaw of the lever, when the
team 1s backing, when the lever is set for use.

Rin the drawings isa rack made fast to the
axle near the hub by any of the ordinary meth-
ods of fastening, and serves to support the le-
ver Land forn a fulerum for the same, to which
the lever is attached by an appropriate joint
at or near the top of the rack. This lever 1S
provided at its lower end with a jaw, J, which

serves to carry the lower end of the lever for-
ward and the upper end backward when the
team moves forward, but which will yield and
allow the projections P P P to pass without
moving the lever when the team 1s backing
while the lever 1s set.

pin-joint, and is held from moving to the front
by the pin f, engaging the shoulder on the
jaw, and is held in position on the lever by the
spring 8, which is an ordinary spring attached
to the lever at one end and having the other
end resting on the shoulder of the jaw J.

H is the lever-handle, and is held to the le-
ver L by appropriate bands, which will per-
mit it to slide up and down on said lever. I&
is provided at its lower end with a recess, T,

which drops over a pin, V, on the lever when

thehandleisextended or pulled out tolengthen
the lever. This recess is held down on said
pin V by the spring S, which is an ordinary
spring, with one end fastened to the lever L,
and the other pressing and sliding on the han-
dle H. This handle His provided ab1ts upper
end with an ordinary hook, h, suitably made
to hold thelines of the team. When thelever
L is disengaged and not in use, this handle H
is shoved down and pulled back, so that it
will enter in behind the shoulder O on the rack
R, which is an ordinary shoulder on the top
of the rack R, and serves to hold the lever
down out of the way when it is not 1n use.

P P P are projections fastened to the inside
of the hub, and are made long enough to en-
gage the jaw J as the wheel revolves when the
lever 18 set. | |

W is a shoulder on the lower end of the le-
ver L, and engages a corresponding shoulder
on the rack R, and serves to prevent thelever
from falling too far forward when the lever 1s
set for use. A is the hub, and B is the axle.

It is obvious from the above explanation
that when the lever-handle H is pulled out,
and the lever set as seen in Figs. 2 and 3, and
the lines are attached to the hook at the top,
if the team begins to advance the projec-
tions P P P will engage the jaw J, and as the
wheel continues to revolve the long end of the
lever will be pulled back and thelines drawn
on the team and the horses checked, in which

engages the projections PP P on the hub, and | case the lever will assume the position shown
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This jaw J is attached
to the lower part of the lever by an ordinary
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by the dotted lines in Fig. 3. If, on the other

hand, the team begins to back while the lever

18 set the projections P P P will engage the

jaw J will throw it back and pass it, as seen

5 in Flﬂ‘ 4, without interfering with the pOSItlon
of the lever

Now, what I claim, and for which T ask Let-

ters Pdtenb of the Umted States to be granted

me, 18—
10 1. An automatic horse check for a vehicle,
consisting of a rack, R, jaw J, lever L, handle
H, and pmgectmns P P P, substantmlly as
above described.
2. In an automatic horse check, the handle
15 H, with its recess T and spring S in combi-
nation with the lever I, operating to extend
the lever L when it is set for use, and to short
en . 113 when 1t is not set for use.
. In an automatic horse-check, the jaw J
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attached to the lower end of the lever L, and 20
being provided with the spring 8" and pin f, -
1n combination with said lever L, operating to
allow the projections P P P to pass when the
vehicle is backed and when the lever is set.

4. In an automatic horse-check, the shoul- 25

der O on the rack R, in comblnatlon with the

handle H and the lever L, all operating to hold
the lever L in position, so when the lever is not
set the jaw J will set free of the projections P
P P and allow the wheel to revolve without 3o

eontact.

To witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand,on this22d day of June, 1885, at St. Louis,

MISSOU.I‘I
MARTIN MEDART.

Witnesses:
WM. M. ECOLES,
F. BERHTOLD.
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