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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES ERLANGER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Balti-
more, in the State of Maryland, have invented

5 anew and useful Improvement in Button-Iast- .

eners, of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to button-fasteners, and
has for its object the provision of means where-
by a button shall be securely fastened to the

to fabric of a garment without risk of withdrawal
- or tearing the fabric when under tension.

In carrying out my invention a two-pronged
stapleis passed through the fabric ofa garment,
after which said prongs are turned over on a

15 line substantially following the plane of the
button-dish or an attached washer-plate, and
then said prongs are returned upon an oppo-
site surface of the button or plate, so asto form
an embracing-loop, in such a manner that the

20 points of the prongs shall be covered up and
concealed. - -

Myinvention can be carried into practice by
first inserting the prongs rearwardly through
the fabric, and thence upwardly through the

25 cable-holes of a button; or said prongs may be
inserted from the frontside, and thence down-
wardly through the fabrie, in which latter case
a rear washer or plate is employed; but in all
forms the prongsareturned over and returned,

30 80 as to form an embracing-loop.

My invention further consists in combina-

tions of the several parts, all as hereinafter
fully described, and set forth 1n the claims.

Referring tothe accompanying drawings, in

35 which similar letters of reference point out like

parts on each figure, Figurel is a top view of

a button employed 1n carrying out my inven-

tion when a staple 1s inserted from the rear

-upwardly through the fabric. Fig. 2isa per-

40 spective view of a staple provided with a disk

bridging the prongs. Iig. 2% represents a
plain wire staple. Hig. 2** represents a sta-
ple with a disk having an opening therein.
Fig. 3 is a sectional view of a button attached
a5 to a piece of fabric wherein the devices shown
in Figs. 1 and 2areemployed. Fig.41sa top
plan view of Fig. 3. Fig. b is a view of the
staple shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the button and
fabric being removed. Fig. 6 represents a
5o three-holed washer-plate. Fig. 7isasectional

| of fabric by means of astaple shown in Fig. 2%
and a plate shown in Fig. 6. Fig. 8 is a rear
view thereof. Tig.9is a top plan view show-
ing the employment of a wire staple inserted 5s.
downwardly through a two-holed button. Fig.
10 is a like view showing the employment of
a staple, with a disk bridging the prongs, said
disk being ornamented. Fig. 11 isasectional
view of myinvention applied to a covered but- 6o
ton. Fig. 12 is a like view of a covered but-
ton wherein holes in the dish of the button are
dispensed with, and an open-headed staple, as
shown in Fig., 27X, is employed in combination
with a washer-plate, as illustrated in Fig. 6. 63

In the drawings, A is a button; aa’ &, cable-
holes; B, a staple; b, the disk thereof; " ¥, its
prongs; C, fabrie; D, a washer-plate. o

I will first deseribe my invention as illus-
trated in Figs. 3 and 4. - In this form the prongs 7o
V' b’ are first passed throagh the fabric G, and -
each of said prongs is then inserted through a
respective hole, ¢’, and then turned over upon
the dish of the button toward the central hole,
«¢. They are then both turned downwardly 75
through said central hole,after passing throngh
which they are then turned back under the
button-dish outwardly in opposite directions,
thus forming two embracing-loops, as plainly
shown in Fig. 3. It will be seen that the outer 3o
surfaces of the two prongs where they pass
through the central hole, a, are close together,
and it is manifest that when tension is applied
in direction of the arrows the tendency will be
to crowd these surfaces at their point of junct- 35

| ure within said hole. It will be observedthat

one arm of each of the bows formed by bend-
ing over the prongs &’ rests upon the surface
of the fabric C; and it will be further observed
that the extreme points of the prongs rest go
against or nearly against a respective inner
side surface of each prong.
I will now describe my improvement where-
in T insert the prongs of the staple downward-
ly and turn them over upon the under side of g5 -
the fabrie, and wherein I employ a three-holed
washer-plate, Fig. 6, this form being but an
equivalent of what has beenalready described,
the gist of my invention being that the prongs
b" of a staple shall be bent over and returned, 100
so as to embrace two surfacesof either the dish

view of a two-holed button fastened to a piece | of 2 button ora washer-plate, and that the bent
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- ment with its plane, as the case may be. The |
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prongs shall lie over and under and against
sald dish or plate and be substantially in align-

washer-plate D) is provided with a central hole
or slit, ¢, and two side ones, ¢ ¢, similar to

those upon the button A, Figs. 1, 3, and 4.

A staple, Fig. 2 or 2%, is passed through a two-
holed button, or through the fabric of a cov-

ered button, with the points of the prongs down-

ward. Said prongs are then each passed
through a respective opening, a/, of a plate,
D, at the rear of the fabric, then are bent over
the lower surface of said plate, then upwardly
through the central opening «’, and then re-

turned outwardly toward the periphery of said
plate upon its opposite surface, as plainly

shown in Figs. 7, 8, and 9. Said figures show
a plain wire staple, Fig. 2%; but it is manifest
that a staple with a bridge-disk, b, Fig. 2, may
be employed and be within the scope of my
invention, and said disk may have an orna-
mental outer surface. (See Fig. 10.)

- Fig. 11 illustrates the practice of my inven-

~tion in connection with a covered button, the
25 staple being inserted within the rear shell

thereof, and then passed through the fabric
and through the openings @ ¢ o of a rear
washer-plate, D, and looped thereon in the

- 8ame manner as described in respect to Fig. 7.

30

30

headed staple, Fig. 2%,

- Fig. 12 illustrates another form of practic-

ing my invention, in which I employ a ring-
. In this form theshell
of a covered button has a flange, £, onto which
sald ring is sprung, and then the prongs, after
being ‘passed through the fabric C, are bent
over and returned upon a plate, D, as plainly
1llustrated in Fig. 12. If tension is applied in

‘direction of the arrows, as it always will be
‘when the device is in use, the extreme points

of the prongs will first impinge against the
inner sides of the prongs. The turned-over

| loops will press against the surface of the fab-

ric C and pack said fabri¢ against the surface
of the staple-disk or washer-plate, and it will
be practically impossible, with the strain to
which such appliances are subjected, to
straighten out the prong ends. Added to this,
sald tension and strain will immediately be re-
sisted by the juxtaposited bent-over portions
of the prongs within the central hole, a. Thus
I provide a method and means for firmly fast-
ening buttons upon fabries in a simple and in-
expensive manner, resistingupward and down-
ward strain and lateral tension in a right and
left direction all at the same time.

I have provided a machine for readily ad-

Justing the staple in place that will turn it over

outwardly and inwardly into the positions
shown 1n the drawings, for which machine I
am about applying for, Letters Patent, and
which 1t 1s not necessary herein to describe.
-~ What I claim is— | -
1. In a button-fastening device, the button
A, having three cable-holes, a a’ @/, in align-
ment, in combination with a two-pronged sta-
ple, B, the prongs of which are adapted to be
turned over laterally upon one surface of the
button-dish, and returned in opposite direec-
tions on the other surface of said dish, whereby

said prongs formlateral embracing-loops, sub-
stantially as described. R

2. The combination, with a piece of fabric,

of a button provided with threealigning cable-

holes, and a staple having prongs bent over up-
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ononesurface of said button and returned over 75

the other surface thereof, whereby the dish of

the button 1s embraced by loops in opposite
directions, substantially as described. |
CHARLES ERLANGER.

YWitnesses:
SAML. H. JACOBSON,
A. S. TAYLOR.
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