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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, MELLEN BrAY, of New-
ton, in the county of Middlesex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Fly-Books for Anglers, of
which the following is a specification.

Silk-worm gut, to which are attached the

‘hooks on whmh artlﬁcnl flies are tied, when

soaked,becomes flexible. Ifit is then coiled or
otherwise restrained, it will when dry become
set 1n substantially the form in which 1t was
restrained. If coiled or restrained when dr y, 1t
will also soon become set in substantially the
form 1n which it was restrained. It is desir-
able to have the gut straight when the same
1s attached to the leader preparatory to fish-
ing.

T'he object of my invention is to 1:)10V1de 11
a page of a fly-book a device for carrying ar-
tificial flies to which lengths of gut are at-
tached, such that the gut shall be kept sub-
stantially straight, and the fly and gut at-
tached thereto shall be held in position when
the same are put in place on the fly-carrying
page, so that the gut shall not become set, ex-
cept in substantially a straight line. The
means by which this object is attained in the
fly-books 1n common use are complicated,
consisting of numerous separate parts, which
are liable to become detached from the fly-

carrying page or otherwise get out of order;

and In many of the books in use the devices
are constructed to accommodate themselves
to the varying lengths of gut.

In my invention the separate parts are few
In number, are strongly attached to the car-
rying-page, and are not required to be con-
structed to accommodate themselves to the
varying lengths of gut.

My dewce consists, essentially, 1n the use,
with a carrying-page provided with a catch
or catchesfastened to the page and extending
across the page to hoid the hooks, of a coiled
spring,also fastened to the pageand parallel to
the line of the catch or catehes,to receive and
hold the gut between its coils.

My device, as herein shown and described,
has a raised catch to hold the hooks, which
catch serves also to keep the flies {rom close
contact with the page, and therefore 1s pref-
erable to a catch or catches secured directly
to or formed in the page.

has also two coiled springs supported by
raised bands, whereby the springs are free to 55

My device, as herein shown and described,

move laterally, to readily admit the gut be-

tween their coils.
Figure 1 is a view 1n elevation of a leaf of

'my fly-book, showing one page of the leaf.
Fig. 2 is a lonﬂ*ltudmal section of the same 6o

on the line z «, Showmw also the springs, flies,
and gut in eleva,tlon |

L is the carrying-leaf, of metal, pressed
board, or other suitable material. 1 have

found waterproofed pressed board to be the 65 |

best material.
B is the cateh, placed near the top of the
page, and raised above the page, to allow the

“point of the hook to be caught under 1t and

to keep the fly from close contact with the 7o
page, as shown. The catch B can be made of
metal, pressed board, or other suitable mate-
rial, It is advisable to have this catch scal-
loped with scallops C C, corresponding 1n .
namber to the numberof flies to be placed on 75
the page. The catch B is raised above the -
page by méans of washers W W’ W7 and 1s
fastened to the page at R R RR® The fasten-
ings shownin the drawings are eyelets, which
pass through the catch at R R’ R? through
the washers W W’ W2, and throunh the leaf
L, and through the W&ShelS and cateh on the
reverse page of the leaf, as shown in Fig. 2

S and S"are coiled springs, placed, as ShOWD
substantially parallel to the catch B, to re-
ceive and hold the gut between their coils.
These springs are supported by bands T T,
which pass through the springs from end to
end and are raised on washers W° W° and
W+ W¢ and are fastened to the page at each
end in the same manner as the eatch Bis fast-
ened, the entire springs being free to move -
la,temlly between the fastenings of the bands.

The reverse page of the leaf to that shown
in Fig. 1 is a counterpart of the page de- g5
Scribed. |

If it is desired, only one spring and its ac-
companying band can be used; but I have
found that it is better to use two springs.

The bands T and T" ean be omitted and the 100
springs fastened at each end directly to the
page; but when so fastened the action of the
springs is by no means as satisfactory as when

9¢

| the raised bands are used.
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If it is not desired to keep the flies from | the line of said catch or catches, to receive 253

close contact with the page,the raised catch B
can be dispensed with and a catch or catches
fastened on the page; or receptacles in or holes
through the page can be substituted for the
raised catch to hold the hooks.

1n order to keep the flies from close contact
with the page, to avoid as far as possible press-

1ng the feathers and bodies of the flies, and

because of the ease with which the hook can
be caunght under. such a catch and removed
from it.

I claim—

1. A page for carrying ﬂublﬁcml ﬂles hav-
ing a catch or catches extending across the
page, to hold the hooks, and provided with a
coiled spring parallel to the line of said catch
or catches,to receive and hold the gut between
1t8 colls, SllethHtvl&H} as described.

2. A page for carrying artificial flies, pro-
vided with a raised catch or catches extend-
ing across the page,to hold the hooks, and fur-
ther provided with a coiled spring parallel to

: It is prefer-.
able, however, to use a raised catch or catches

and hold the gut between its coils, substan-

tially as described.
3. A page for carrying ar tificial flies; hav-

ing a catch or catches extending across the
page, to hold the hooks, and provided with a
colled spring parallel to the line of said catch
or catches,to receive and hold the gut between

1ts colls, said spring being free to move later-

ally on a support passing tthﬂﬂ'h 1t, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

4. A page for carrying artificial flies, pro-
vided with a raised catch or catches extend-
1ing across the page, to hold the hooks, and

further provided with a coiled spring pam]]el
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to the line of said catch or eatches,to hold the 40

gut between 1ts coils, said spring being free
to move laterally on asupport passing through
1t, substantially as deseribed.

MELLEN BRAY.

Witnesses:
WALDRON BATES,
STEPHEN F. MORONEY.
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