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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Lucius L. TAYLOR, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Sea-
board, in the county of Northampton and State

s of North Carolina, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Presses for Cotton,
Hay, &ec., of which the following 1s a specifi-
cation. . |

My invention relates to apparatus for press-

10 ing cotton, hay, and other substances, and the
purpose thereof is to simplify and improve
the mechanism for operating the follower,
whereby the throw of levers may be varied
and their power increased or decreased. It1s

15 also my purpose to simplify the construction
of this class of presses; and to these ends the
invention consists in the several novel features
of construction and combination of parts, here-
inafter fully set forth, and definitely pointed

20 out in the claims annexed to this specification.

Referring to the drawings, forming part of
this application, Figure 1 is a front elevation
of the press, partly in section. Fig. 2 1s a
front elevation, partly in section, the knock-

25 down portion of the press-box being removed.
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective of one wall of
the knockdown box.

In the said drawings, the reference-numeral
1 designates the press-frame, rising fromn a bed-

20 plate, 2, and strengthened by suitable cross-

braces, 3. Upon the uprights of the frameare

mortised tie - beams 4, which support the |

press-box 5, which may terminate at any suit-

able distance above the bed -plate, an open

3z space being left between the latter and the
lower end of the box.

Within the press-box moves the follower 6,

carried by a beam, 7, the ends thereof pro- |

jecting through slots in the vertical edges of
40 thepress-box. Uponeach end of the follower-
beam is pivotally mounted a loop, 8, and upon
the bed-plate 2 is rigidly mounted a vertical
ratchet, 9, arranged close to the press - box,
and passing through an opening in the end of

45 the follower-beam 7. The teeth of the latter
" are turned outward relatively to the press-
box and engage with the loops 8, thereby se-

curely holding the follower down against up- .

ward pressure. Upon the lower extremities

so of the ratchets 9 are pivotally mounted the |

bifurcated ends 10 of the metallic lever-hold-
ers 11, each provided with a series of open-
ings, 12, to receive a pivot-pin, 13, by which
a ratchet-bar, 14, is attached to each holderand
rendered adjustable thereon toward and from g3
thefulerum. These ratchets passthrough open-
ings in the extreme outer ends of the follower-
beam, and engage with loops 15, which, like
the loops 8, are pivotally mounted onthe beam
behind the ratchet, with which they engage, so 6o
that gravity will draw said loops into engage-
ment with the teeth of the ratchet. Both bars
are so arranged that their serrated edges turn
outward or away from the press-box. Bythis
arrangement the holding-loops both operate or 65
swing in the same direction, and are mounted
at a distance from each other, thus allowing
the ratchet-bars to be brought close together.
The press-plate 16 is slotted transverely, as

| also is the follower, to permit the bale-ties be- 70

ingintroduced. The plate isinclosed withina
knockdown casing composed of side walis, 17,
having slots or channels 18, which receive the
end pieces, 19. Theside pieces are supported
by bars 20, set in mortises 21 in the bed-plate, 75
the upper ends being turned into channels 22
in the tie-beams 4. . .

By adjusting the pivot-bolts 13 in the open-
ings 12 the throw of the levers 23 may be
varied and the power of the same increased 8o
or decreased, as circumstances may require.

Upon the follower-beam 7 are mounted but-
tons 24, by which the loops 8 and 15 may
be held out of engagement with the ratch-
ets 9 and 14, to permit the follower beingraised 8z
and removed from the press-box.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 18— - | |

1. In a cotton-press, the combination, with
the follower having loops pivotally mounted go
thereon, of ratchet-bars rigidly connected to
the bed-plate, levers fulerumed upon the lower
ends of said bars, and ratchet-bars connected
with said levers and having thelir connecting-
bolts horizontally adjustable upon said levers, 95
substantially as described.

2. In a cotton-press, the combination, with
a follower having vertical movement in the
press-box, of levers having each a series of
bolt-holes, ratchets attached to said levers by 100
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bolts adjustable in said holes, and loops upon | agmg with saad mtchet bars, the serrated I0
the follower engaging with Sald ratchet-bars, edgps of the latter being turned outward, sub-
substantially as descnbed stantially as described.

3. In a cotton-press, the combination, ‘with In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
5 a follower moving vertically in the pr ess -box, | presence of two witnesses.

of ratchet-bars rigidly connected with the b,ed- L. L. TAYLOR.
plate, similar ratchets adjustably mounted | Witnesses: |
upon the levers fulecrumed upon the rigid bars, JAMES L. NORRIS,

and loops pivoted upon the follower and en- | Jos, L. COOMBS.
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