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1o all whonmy it may concern:-

- Be 1t known that I, HENRY MORTON, of
Branford, in the county of New Haven and
State of Conneecticut, have invented a new Im-
provement in Keepers for Knob-Latches; and
I do hereby declare the following, when taken
in connection with accompanying drawings
and the letters of reference marked thereon,
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same, and which said drawings constitute part
of this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, a face view of the keeper com-
plete; Fig. 2, a horizontal section through the
strike as applied to the jamb, showing the door
1In the closing position with the bolt upon the
strike; Fig. 3, a rear view of the strike; Fig.
4, a front edge view of the keeper; Fig. 5, a
top or plan view of the same.

Tals invention relates to an improvement in
keepers for knob-latches, in which the latch-
bolt is adapted to be drawn into the case by
the means of knobs or other suitable handle
and thrown out by a spring. It is desirable
that the spring should be stiff, in order to give
proper resistance to the knob or thumb-piece;
but, it being so stiff, renders the door difficult
to close without mechanically withdrawing
the latch-bolt.

~oeveral devices have been arranged to re-
lieve the latch-bolt, and are commonly known
as ‘‘anti-friction latches.’’

The object of this invention is to construct
a keeper that can be used with an ordinary
knob-lateh, practically making it an anti-frie-

tion latch; and it consists in extending the |

latch-bolt opening through the side of the
plate, and the plate constructed with an ear
above and below said opening, combined with
a strike hung between said ear, the said strike
adapted to swing backward from the plane of
the plate, and provided with a stop to arrest
and support the strike in its out or normal
position, and a spring to return and hold it in
its said normal position, as hereinafter de-
scribed. -

A represents the plate of the keeper; a, the
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plane of the plate, as shown in broken lines,

Fig. 2, and constructed with a stop, ¢, to pre-

vent it swinging outward beyond the face of
the plate. - |
C 18 a spring around the pivol d, adapted to
hold the strike in i1ts normal or out position,
but to yield to allow the latch-bolts to pass
into the keeper. - |
D represents the jamb of a door, E the door,
and F the lateh-bolt. In closing the door the
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latch-bolt K strikes the strike B, forcing it in-

ward, as shown in broken lines, Fig. 2, until
the lateh-bolt has passed 1n beyond the strike.
Then the strike, under the action of its spring,
will return to its former position behind the
lateh-bolt, securely holding it 1n place, and so
that the bolts must be withdrawn in the usual
manner to escape the keeper. _-

It will readily be seen that with this device
the latch-spring may be very stiff without.in-
creasing the friction on the keeper. -

The strike-spring may be so light as to offer
very little resistance to the bolt in closing the
door.

The stops ¢ may be omitted and the ends of
the ears b b connected by a bar, 7, as shown in
Fig. 3, and the edge of the strike adapted to
stop against sald bar.

I am aware that a keeper has been con-
structed with the strike hung therein to yield
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for the entrance of the latch-bolt and to catch

the latch-bolt when so entered, and do not,
therefore, broadly claim such a keeper, such
a construction not being adapted to mortise-
latches, for which this Invention is specially
designed. | -

I claim— . .

The herein-described keeper for latches,
conslisting of the plate A, constructed with the
latch-opening ¢ extending through its side,
and with ears b b extending outward above
and below said -opening, combined with the
strike B, hung between the ears 6 b upon piv-
ots outside the latch-opening, and adapted to
swing therein, provided with a stop to sup-
port and a spring to yieidingly hold the strike
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openingforthelatch-bolt, and extends through | in its normal position, substantially as de- -

the side of the plate.

b b represent ears, one above and the other
below said opening a. Between the ears b b
the strike B is pivoted at d, and adapted to
swing in said opening backward from the

~seribed.

Witnesses:
HENRY D. LINSLEY,
HENRY H. STEDMAN.

HENRY MORTON.
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