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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that we, GEORGE L. SLATER
and WILLIAM A. EATON, citizens of the United
States,and residents of Buchanan,in the county
of Berrien and State of Michigan, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Folding Beds; and we do declare the fol-
“lowing to be a full, ¢lear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
- make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
or figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

Figurel of the drawings IS a perspective
view of our invention. Fig. 2is a perspective
detail view of the transverse shaft and its
connections, and Fig. 31s a longitudinal sec-
tional view of the device in an open position.

Our invention relates to folding beds; and
it consists in the novel construction and com-
bination of parts, as will be hereinafter fully
described, and particularly pomted out 1n the
claln,

Referring by letter to the accompanying
drawings, A designates the base of the folding
bed,which may be. of openiframe-work in any
ornamental design;or it may have closed sides
and be provided with a drawer for the re-
ception of articles of bed-clothing or toilet
articles, The base A is provided with a ver-
tical back, B, which isopen at B’ for a portion
of its height, to permit the bed-bottom to be
turned down into a horizontal position when
1t 1s desired to prepare the bed for occupancy.

In the base A we provide a transverse hori-

zontal shatt, C, which has its bearings in the.

side rails, DD, and 18 provided on one end with a
fixed cog gear-wheel, I, so that the said wheel
revolves with the shaft and not upon it. This
gear-wheel It engages a nearly semicireular-
shaped rack, I¥, which 1s secured to the inner
face of a base- I‘ELII (z, and also to one of the
uprights H of the ba,c,k B. Thebed-rails may
be handsomely ornamented on their outer faces
- to give the piece of furniture the desired ap-

pearance.
Journals I I’ are provided on the under

longitudinal edges of the bed-rails D D, and

work in bearmgs J, secured to the upper edges so
of the base A. |

The horizontal shaft C is encircled by 2
coil-spring, K, which is secured at one end to
the shaft C by a screw, L, and the other end
of the spring K 1s secured to the head M of 55
the bed-frame by a staple or other convenient
fastening, N, said spring K assisting in elevat-

Ing the bed- fi ame from a hmlzont%l toa verti-
cal position, and holding it in the vertical po-
sition after it has been elevated thereto. 60

The bottom of the bed-frame is closed with
ornamental wood-work-—such as p:.:mels a
molding b, and a mirror, O.

At the tOp the ornamental front of the fold-
ing bed is provided with the hinged orna- 6z
mental cornice P, provided at its ends with
ornamental down- -strips Q, of molding, which,
when opened out when the frontis let down,
form the supporting-legs for the bed-frame,
and when the bed-frame is folded up for mor- 7o
naments for the front.

Inordertogivethe {rontaneater appearance
when closed, ornamental brackets K may be
placed below the down-strips Q. T'o one or
both sides of the vertical back 18 hinged a 75
jointed bracket-arm, S, which 1s provided on
the outer face of its forward arm, S, with a
small shelf or bracket, 3°. On the inner face

the arm S’ is provided with a short locking-

arm, T, which, when the folding bed is folded 8o
up in imitation of a wardrobe or dressing-
case, engages a screw-eye, U, at one or both
sides of the mirror, to support the toilet-shelt,
and also to prevent the bed-bottom from acci-
dentally assuming the horizontal position. 83
This shelf §° may also be used for supporting
small articles when the bed-bottom 18 let
down, 1t desired. |

A transversespace, V, isformed between the
foot-board and the transverse ornamental top go
strip, W, above the top of the mirror, and in
this SPace V is a block, V', which is prwlded .
with a hinged arm, V? which may be turned
out against the inner face of the hinged por-
tion of the foot-board, to hold the support- g5
Ing - legs in the extended position when the
hinged bed-bottom is let down.

Having described this mventwn what we
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claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, | In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
{§— in presence of two witnesses.
In a folding bed, the combination, with the | '
bed-bottom hmged to the base of the vertica! ' GEORGE L. SLATER.
= back, of the circular rack secured to the said | WILLIAM A. EATON.

base w1t11111 the same, the transverse spring-
actuated shafts Journaled in the side rails of Witnesses:

the hinged bottom, and the pinion secured to A. A, “TORTHI\TGTOW
one end of the said shaft to engage the rack, LoN WORTHINGTON.

10 substantially as specified. |
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