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- T0 all whom it may concern:
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Be it known that we, JAMES B. LAw and
CHARLES MOONEY, citizens of the United
States, residing at Darlington, In the county
of Darlington and State of South Carolina,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Wagon-Bodies, of which the

following is a description.

This invention is an improvement In wagon-
bodies, and has for an object to provide a
simple and cheap construction by which to
secure the side-boards in place, and by which
to secure the tail-gate guide or keeper. |

The invention consists in certain novel con-
structions, combinations, and arrangements
of parts, as will be hereinafter described and

claimed. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a section of a wagon-body constructed
according to our invention. Iig. 2 is a cross-

- sectional view of the wagon-body. Fig. 3 18
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a detail view of the clamp; Fig. 4, a detall
view of the tail-gate keeper; and Fig. b 1s a
detail view of the clamp and tail-gate keeper.

The base or bottom A. of the body 1s pro-

‘vided with the cross-piece or support a, fixed
to its under side, and usually projected be-

yond its opposite side edges, as shown. On
the bottom are mounted the side-boards B,
which may be of any suitable height. The
clamps C are formed from rods of metal bent
between their ends to form the arms C' C, the
extremities ¢ of which are threaded, as shown,

to receive the nuts c.
35

In practice the clamp is fitted over the side
of the body, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the
inner arm passing through the bottom A and
the eross-bar a, and the outer arm 18 passed
down through the cross-bar, the arms being
secured by the nuts turned up thereon against
the under side of the cross-bar. Where de-
sired, metal wear-plates may be secured, as
shown in Fig. 1, on the upper edge of the side-
boards, to receive the bearing of the clamps.

By this construction i1t will be seen the side-
board is rigidly held in position, and 18 braced
on its inner and oufer sides alike, so that no
lateral strain can be exerted against the in-
ner or outer sides at any part thereof which
will not be firmly and securely braced against,

so that the danger of splitting will be avoided, |

strong and more durable.

| and the necessity of bracing-strapscommonly

employed on the side-boards now in use 1S

obviated. It will also be noticed that all bolt

and screw holes into or throngh theside-boards 55
are avoided, and said side-boards may conse-
quently be more cheaply made, and will be
Again, by reason
of the absence of bolts, serews, and the like,
the body may be more readily taken to pieces 6o
and adjusted for use, and may be readily
packed for transportation, the double-armed
clamps being tied in a bundle by themselves.

These clamps may be made of bar or rod iron

of any desired cross-sectional shape.

Ordinarily the tail-gate guide or keeper of
wagons is formed of parallel vertical strips or
cleats slightly separated and secured permas-
nently to the inner faces of the side-boards.
This is objectionabie, because such parts pre- 70
sent an obstruction to the close packing of the
device for transportation or other desired pur-
pose. -

In our invention the keepers D are formed
of metal, made with a back plate and right-
angle wings—thus| |—in cross-section, and fit-
ted to receive the ends of the tail-gate. These
keepers are held to the side-boards by the in-
ner arm of the clamp, as shown, and may be
conveniently attached and detached at will, 8o
and can be secured in bundles for purposes of
transportation, as will be seen.

- It will be noticed that the double-armed
clamps efficiently perform the functions of
fastenings and braces for theside-boards. The 85 -
upper edge of the side-board fits within the
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crown of the clamp, which bears upon said

upper edge, |
In operation the side-board resists inward

pressure by a direct pull or tensilestrainon the go
outer arm of the clamps, and outward pressure
is resisted by a direct tensile strain on the in-
ner arm. This strain, in each instance being
exerted in the direction of greatest strength
of the clamp, is firmly and secarely resisted. g5
Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new is— .
1. In combination with a wagon-body, and
as a combined fastening and brace for the side-
boards thercof, double-armed clamps fitted 100
over and having their crowns bearing upon
the upper edges of the side-board, and their
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arms passed down on opposite sides of the
side-board and secured to the bottom, all ar-

ranged and operating substd,ntlally as de-
scribed, whereby the said side-board, having

its upper edge bearing within the crowns of
the clamps, w111 IeSISL inward and outward
pressure by a tensile strain on respectively
the outer and inner arms thereof, substantially
as set forth.

2. The combination, in a wagon-body, of the
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bottom, the side-board, the keeper, and a
double-armed clamp having one arm fitted
within the keeper, whereby the latter is se-
cured In position, substantially as set forth.

JAMES BRADLEY LAW.
CHARLES MOONEY.

Witnesses:
J. 8. FLOYD,
C. S. NETTLES.
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