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To all whom it may concern:

Beit knownthat I, DANIEL G. MCLELLAN, of
Rhodes, in the county of Cumberland and State
of North Carolina, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Apparatus for
Curing Tobacco; and I do hereby declare that
the following 1s a tull, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the 1nvention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, and to letters of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
apparatus for curing tobacco, the object be-
ing to provide an improved construction
whereby the curing capacity of the barn or
store- house may be oreatly 1necreased, the
risk of fire greatly lessened, and the ordl
nary cumbersome net-work of timbers and
wooden cross-bars entirely dispensed with;
and my lmprovements consist of a metallic
frame provided with metallic bars arranged
transversely thereon and adapted to receive
the looped ends of a series of metallic cross-
rods, which hold the stalks of tobacco.

My improvements further consist of a2 novel
device for placing the stalks of tobacco upon
the metallic cross-rods, as also for removing
the same therefrom, all as will be hereinafter
fully described, and specifically designated in
the claims. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a top plan view of my improve-
ments, and Fig. 2 a front elevation of the de-
vice for placing the stalks of tobacco upon
the cross-rods.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts in both figures.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
main frame of my 1mproved construction,
which 18 preferably composed of flat metallic
bars arranged around the sides of the barn or
store-house.

B represents smaller rods or bars arranged
transversely thereon and at suitable dlstances
apart, which are adapted to receive and sup-
port the smaller cross-rods C, the ends of
which are provided with loops or hooks a, to
loosely clasp the said bars B, as shown. The
smaller cross-rods C may be pushed com-
pactly together upon the one end of the bars
B when not 1n use, so as to be out of the way.

In the operation of hanging the stalks of

tobacco upon the said cross-rods C the rods
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may be pushed or moved forward upon the
frame B, one after the other, and spaced at
sultable distances apart, according to the
thickness of the tobacco-plants. The sharp-
pointed end of a hook, b, which is preferably
of an § shape, 18 inserted in the butt of each
tobacco-stalk and the opposite end of said
hook adjusted upon the cross-bar of the hang-
ing device E until a sufficient number of
stalks are in position thereon. The hanging
device is then lifted up by the handle until

the rear upper ends of the hooks b can be

caught over upon one of the cross-rods C,

when, by drawing the hanging device down-
ward, the row of tobacco stalks is left sus-
pended npon the said cross-rod. This hanging
device E is composed of a suitable handle, ¢,
provided at 1ts upper end with a wire cross-
frame, d, with raised projections d' at each
end, to prevent the stalks of tobacco from
slipping off the same. Below the top of the
handle ¢ 1s also attached a cross-frame, e, hav-
ing its ends bent outwardly at right angles to
its length, to provide a rest or sapport for the
lower ends of the tier of tobacco-stalks until
they are adjusted in position upon the eross-
rods C. The hanging device K is also equally
applicable for readily removing the tobacco-
stalks from the cross-rods for the purpose of
stripping the same when cured.

The advantages of my improvements will
be readily seen without a more minute de-
scription, the construction being such as to
facilitate the operation of curing tobacco in
the simplest and best possible manner.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and useful—

1. The herein-described apparatus for cur-
ing tobacco, consisting of the frames A, trans-
verse frames B, and cross-rods C, provided
with looped ends a, for engagement mth trans-
verse frames B, substantlally as and for the
purpose Speciﬁed

2. In an apparatus for curing tobacco, the
hanging device B, consisting of the handle ¢,
pr ovided with ecr oss frames d and e, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my Eﬂgna,tme In presence of two
witnesses.

DANIEL G. McLELLAN,

Witnesses:
THOMAS H. SUTTON,
J. W. LEE,

635

75

85

OC

I00




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

