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To all whom Tt may concerw:

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. DEAN, a
citizen of the United States of North Amer-
ica, and a resident of South Wareham, county
of Plymouth, State of Massachusetts, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Flat Wire Nails, of which the following is a
specification.

A patent of the United States was issued to
me on the 18th of April, 1882, for a wire-
fence nall that was adapted and designed for
tences made of round wire.

The object of this invention is a nail adapted
especially for fences constructed of flat or rib-
bon wire—a purpose for which the nail pre-
viously patented, as above stated, is entirely

- unsuited.
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The invention consists in forming ribbon-
wire nails by cutting them sueccessively from
sultable bars or plates of metal, in a form ap-
proximate to their finished shape, with their
legs sharp-pointed, divergent, and of differ-
ent lengths, the lorger leg forming a right
angle with the flat diagonally-cut head of the
nail-blank, and the shorter leg forming an
obtuse angle with said head, and then bend-
ing the short leg so that it shall form on the
1mside a right or nearly right angle with the
head and on the outside a curve, thus com-
pleting the nail, as hereinafter set forth.

Reference is to be had to theaccompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 represents a cross-section of a
metal bar or plate of suitable shape for the
manufacture of my improved nail. Fig. 2 is
a front view of the bar or plate having sev-
eral successive transverse cuts made on one
end thereof in the form of the nail-blanks.
Fig. 3 represents one of the cuts or nail-
blanks detached. Fig. 4 represents a fin-
ished nail.

A rectangular plate or bar, A, of wrought-
iron, steel, or other suitable metal, preferably
of great length compared with its width, is
cut up from one end into a series of nail-
blanks, B, so that no waste of metal results,
as shown in Fig. 2. These nail-blanks or cut
sections B, with their diagonally-cut flat

| heads forming on both inner and outer edges

right angles a o', respectively, with the longer
legs and obtuse angles b 0, respectively, on
both edges with the shorter legs, are detached
one by one, as indicated in Fig. 3, and the

~shorter leg of each one is then bent inward,

as Indicated in Fig. 4, so that its inner face
or edge shall be parallel, or nearly so, with
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the edges of the longer leg and form a right

angle, or nearly so, with the head, while its
outer edge unites in a curve, ¢, with the outer
edge of said head. The longer leg, however,
remalins as in the blank, at right angles to the
head. |

1t will be observed that the angles at which
the divergent legs of the blanks or cut sec-
tions approach the edges of the blank-plate
A cause the desired acute angle to be pro-
duced at the entering points of the nail, as
Indicated at d d, and it will also be seen that
when completely formed, as above set forth,

the naill will have a long fat head that facili-

tates 1ts driving, and a right-angled or nearly
right-angled inuner bend, £, formed by the
Junction of the head with the legs, and es-
pecially adapted for holding flat or ribbon
wire closely to a fence-post or other object.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I elaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. A nail-blank having a sharp-pointed
stem and a flat head whose parallel inner and
outer edges or faces, respectively, form right
angles with the corresponding edges of the
stem, and which head terminates in a bev-
eled and hook-like point, as described.

2. A nail cut from bar metal with a stem
and a head substantially at right angles to
each other, formed by the cut that severs said
nail from the bar, and having a short point
projecting from said head parallel with the
stem, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in
presence of two witnesses, this 20th day of
February, 1883.

CHARLES W. DEAN.

Witnesses:
JAMES . SPROAT,
EDGAR ROBINSON,
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